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SANGSTER,. 


WONDERFUL glory of color, 
A splendor of shifting light ; 
Orange, and scarlet, and purple 
Flamed in the sky to-night. 
Over the restless river, 
And over the busy town, 
Soft as a benediction 
The rich rays floated down. 
They turned the sails of the fishers 
Into opal, rose, and gold. 
The tall and smoky chimneys 
Were like castle turrets bold. 
Nothing of plain or common, 
But took a halo strange, 
In the light of the lovely sunset, 
\. ith its mystic spell of change. 
The day had been long and gloomy, 
Weary with mist and rain, 
A day for the heart to brood on 
Sorrow and loss and pain; 
But there came with the light of evening 
A wind that swept away 
All the shadow and darkness 
Out of the winter day. 
Is thy life, O pilgrim! dreary, 
Veiled from the blessed light ? 
Perbaps for thee is the promise 
Of cheer with the waning light. 
Fairer than noon-day splendor, 
Richer than beams of stars, 
The lustrous glory of sunset 
May burn through golden bars. 
And ever the sun is shining; 
If only thy soul can wait, 
It will find the light and beauty, 
Though they seem to tarry late. 
The soundless sun-bright portal 
Will suddenly swing apart, 
And the grace of a Sun immortal 
Will bless thy trusting heart. 


CHILDREN’S THEORIES. 
BY CHAS. 8S, ROBINSON, D.D, 

| one of our Sunday-school classes, the other day, the 
teacher inquired after the interpretation which her 
scholars would give of the familiar text, “ Cast thy bread 
upon the waters ; for thou shalt find it after many days.” 
One bright boy replied, he supposed that it meant we 
should not be stingy in throwing the crumbs into the 
reservoir, for the fishes would eat them. and then would 
bring up little fishes which would be caught ; and “ little 

fishes were real good eating.” 
After the first smile was over, provoked by the oddity 
of the suggestion, my mind was arrested with a train of 
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more serious thinking, as to the theories which intelli- 
gent children were apt to cherish concerning all relig- 
ious matters. The most restless thing in this world is an 
eight or ten-year-old boy; and the most irrepressible 
thing in him is his imagination, his picture-making 
faculty. 

On the walls, down at the mission-school, hangs the 
motto, “ Pray without ceasing.’ But it has been printed 
in beautiful colors of illumination, and is thoroughly 
churchly in its Gothic type. All the others along the 
window-tops are alike conspicuous, and (I may as well 
add) alike medieval. I confess I have been puzzled 
often to distinguish between the old-fashioned letters. 
Half the sentences overhead I cannot read at first sight. 
One of the children quoted this, to which I have alluded, 
as teaching that all amusement should be free from pro- 
fanity, for the way he read it was, “Play without 
cursing.” 

I cannot think that a hint in all these matters would 
be out of place to my fellow-workers. (Question your 
classes to see what views they have. Ask for their con- 
ceptions about even the most abstruse subjects. After 
you have stated truth, look it up. See how they have 
understood you. A child simply adds the information 
he receives to the present stock he possesses, and the 
new ideas fare with the old. There was really excellent 
sense of interpretation in the mistake of the lad who 
read, “ But when the multitudes saw it they marvelled,” 
and then added, “ That is, they all ran away.” For his 
own mother had said, in cheerful command to be off, 
that very morning as he loitered, “ Now you marvel, or 
you will be late!” The last thing in the world to do is 
to laugh at the children for these blunders. Would that 
grown people were half as thoughtful, half as logical, 
as these pupils are. Just now my eye caught a para- 
graph, relating how a little girl explained the word 
Amen. “It means you must not touch it,” she said. 
Further investigation brought out the fact that her pas- 
tor had said from the pulpit the meaning of it was, “‘ So 
let it be!” And to her, to let anything be, was not to 
touch it. She laid one thing alongside of another and 
felt safe. 


Generally such disclosures of young logic, such utter- 
ances of sage comment, are laid hold of for the columns 
of facetize in the journals. But there is a far better use 
for them than that. They show an activity of mind 
which is exceedingly hopeful for good. You may smile 
—the smile is not forbidden—when your boy tells you 
he knows what “ leaven” is, and your inquiry gets the 
preposterous reply about “the ‘leven of all England.” 
You may poke irrepressible fun at the four-year-old 
from the infant-department, who brought three mice for 
the contribution-box, in distinct competition with the 
“two mites” of the @criptural widow. But you will 
lose a fine chance, and perhaps do a fatal injury, if you 
disregard the beautiful enthusiasm and check the zeal. 


Children are instinctively reverent and very sensitive 
under the prick of needless ridicule. And when a 
young lad, ingenuous and of good purpose, is suddenly 
thrown off his logic, he does not know for a moment 
just where he is. Meet all these mistakes with a sedate 
and quiet correction. Recognize the wrong links of a- 
sociation, as well as point out the right. A child feels 
injustice terribly. He wants just to have his righteous- 
ness appear. And sometimes he is utterly unable to 
make you understand how he slipped so in his reason- 
ing. Surely, those for whom Iam writing now, know 
how wistfully and gratefully a scholar, misjudged and 
mortified, waits while you tell him sympathetically, 
“Yes, you thought so and so; you supposed that this 
was the way it was.” He sees you appreciate his posi- 
tion. He went after truth down to the bottom of the 
well, and he cannot bear to have you think he stubbed 
his toe and tumbled in. The fact was, he really imag- 
ined he knew what he was about, and on his basis he 
did. He went for an errand; only now everybody is 
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laughing so, he cannot just tell what his errand was. 
And he relies upon you for the dream, as well as the in- 
terpretation thereof. 

So when you have relieved his wounded self-love, you 
can tell him what was right; this he will put in the 
place of what was wrong, and never forget while he 
lives. When you turn a child off from a conviction of 
long thinking, just bear in mind that he needs some- 
thing in the place of it, or he will feel lonesome and at 
aloss. There is something more than mere sentiment 
in Hood's lines : 


‘‘T remember, I remember, the pine trees dark and high ; 

I used to think their slender tops were close against the sky ; 

It was a childish ignorance—but now ’tis little joy 

To know I’m farther off from heaven than when I wasa 
boy !”’ 


THAT YELLOW DOG. 
BY THE REV. SAMUEL W. DUFFIELD. 

ID you ever see a yellow dog? Doubtless, for every 
one, even Caleb Cushing, has had an experience of 
the animal. And there is a vivid recollection of his 
first appearance within our memories. He shines forth 
in his ugliness—a Canis Major among the constellated 
splendor of other dogs. The famous “Saarly-Yow” of 

Captain Marryat’s story was such a beast. 

My own experience of yellow dogs is memorable 
enough to point a moral and adorn a tale. I was on 
the top of a four-horse stage, coaching through Lancaster 
county, Pennsylvania. This dog rushed out at the 
leaders’ heads. First he was in front, then at one side, 
then at the other. Now he barked and now he bit. He 
was worse than a hundred gadflies all set loose at once. 
And the driver was vexed enough. “I can’t manage 
this team and do my duty by that dog,” he said. “ Just 
take my whip and attend to him.” 

As a boy somewhat fond of whips I needed no further 
invitation. The long lash circled a couple of times about 
my head, and I caught that dog one tremendous welt 
which branded him sidewise from nse to tail. I don’t 
know whether I took off any hair by the experiment; I 
only know that that bully of a dog—who for four weeks 
had daily annoyed the driver—was badly astonished. 
He sang one song of thanksgiving for mercies received, 
and retired without an encore behind a convenient 
paling. 

Since then I often think of the yellow dog—for I meet 
him frequently in the experience of my friends. He 
always snaps and snarls in Sunday-school for no par- 
ticular purpose, except to show his skillin both. Ask him 
to give advice and he will give it with marvellously flu- 
ency, but it will differ from the advice of every one else. 
And, unasked, he will fret around and fly at the leaders’ 
heads on each new opportunity. Asa matter of fact he 
is no sheep-dog and no watch-dog. He is only a yellow 
dog; that is to say, an ignominious failure. 

A class of people in church and Sunday-school always 
throw cold water, and see difficulties, and promote divi- 
sion. These are yellow dogs. They are more critical than 
wise, more annoying than dangerous. The trouble is 
that they set a sort of -aptivating example to really good 
canines, and that the yellow dog has consequently many 
followers, even from the best society of dogdom. It is 
a pity and it must not be tolerated. To give place by 
subjection, even for a moment, is all wrong. It demo- 
ralizes everybody’s temper and hinders progress. 

But let me caution you, beloved, to be very sure it isa 
yellow dog before you strike. Other sensible beasts will 
stop of their own accord and look and be ashamed 
enough. But the yellow dog is known by his fruite— 
snarling and snapping. From such withdraw thyself. 
Without are dogs. Let them not come within. 

Yet the same remedy may conveniently serve in the 
majority of cases, A single sharp lash swing from a 


steady hand—ae “ windy buffet” flung from the sword of 
the Spirit, Tuis will reduce almost any yellow dog to 
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the ranks. He is and should be a low private in the 
rear rank without a chance of promotion. 

It is a tolerable proof though that the team is in mo- 
tion to hear from the yellow dog. He barks only when 
he thinks he can do mischief, and he needs attention 
accordingly. I call grumblers, backbiters, snarlers, and 
snappers “ yellow dogs,” and I will none of them, not 
even for sausage-meat. 

Jesting apart, the yellow dog deserves classification 
among the Sunday-school elements. Like a black sheep 
in a flock, almost every school has one such creature. 
It may be no part of the superintendent’s duty to attend 
to him—for /is hands may be full enough with holding 
the team. But any one who can wield a good steady 
whip and will take the consequences if he happens to miss, 
can attend to the matter. I remember that once I saw 
on the Norristown Railroad track a dog in two pieces. 
One-half of him was on one side of the rail and the 
other half on the other side. He had been caught 
exactly on the jump. This was severe upon the dog but 
then he had no business to charge upon the locomotive. 
I remember that I looked to see if he was worth any- 
thing as a dog. He was a yellow dog, just as I should 
have supposed, 

Whenever anybody wanted a yellow dog and I had 
one to spare I always gave mine away! But I am sorry 
to add that the ingratitude of men is very great. 


FROM DEFEAT TO VICTORY. 
BY THE REY. W. H, JORDAN, 


EFEATS are generally very painful, and always 
unpleasant, Every person dreads them. Some- 
times death is preferred to defeat, so terribly do men 
under certain circumstances fear it. And yet it is a part 
of the experience of every person’s life: sometimes 
exceedingly painful, but not always either dangerous or 
disastrous, yet seldom failing to be very annoying and 
humiliating. 

The planus we thought had been so well laid and skill- 
fully executed, and we had expected such rich returns 
for our labor and outlay; and we were calculating it 
may be on the smiles of gladness, expressions of appro- 
bation, or, perhaps, gratitude that would greet the suc- 
cers of our enterprise by the delighted ones for whom we 
labored. So with a good degree of satisfaction, and self- 
complacency we awaited the greetings and gratitude 
that our imagination had created, and our hopeful hearts 
expected. The idea of a failure in that enterprise had 
not entered our minds. It must, it certainly would suc- 
ceed ; we were perfectly sure of that. It was the Lord’s 
work too, and he would understand and appreciate it; 
and success was certain, 

But alas, for poor human short sightedness! If every- 
body could only see these things as we see them, and put 
the same value upon them that we do, things might be 
different. But, there it is: people cannot, or will not 
all see alike; nor agree upon the value (especially our 
value) of our efforts. Indeed they often consider them 
of no value at all, although they were our ideals of Chris- 
tian effort, and cherished schemes of usefulness. Then 
comes our defeat. The work is pronounced faulty, un- 
fitted for the place claimed for it; unwieldy, entirely 
inadequate, rejected—and down goes our well meant 
endeavor flat. 

Now, that is a little disheartening, if not provoking. 
And we are disposed to say some sharp and severe things 
about the intelligence of our critics. But, happy is the 
man who can keep the brakes down tight at such times. 
*T would not care so much, if so many people did not 
know about it,’ perhaps we say. “Ah, there’s the 
rub”—our pride is wounded. With some, this serves to 
drive them from the field of effort entirely : others may 
retire into a state of dormancy until the winter of their 
discontent passes by; while some may indulge in a sort 
of soda water effervescence which sparkles and foams for 
awhile and then—sours. Bat the wiser way is to take 
the dead body of our enterprise, hold a post-mortem ex- 
amination over it, and discover if possible what killed 
the patiert. 

By this method of procedure we shall learn that we 
do not know everything, and thus take some of the conceit 
out of us that was doing us no little injury. We shall 
learn to be more particular in selecting methods and 
material for work in order to success hereafter. We 
may find that God and his Word did not have much 
place in our defeated plan; that it was pretty much all 
self; and it might also appear that the former plan 
lacked earnestness and energy. Having discovered the 
cause of our recent, pride grinding defeat, we may now 
resolve, with our heavenly Father’s assistance, to make 
that failure to us a blessed teacher, a remedial agency, 
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a stepping-stone to future success. We will redeem our 
former defeats by future triumphs ; we will organize vic- 
tory out of failure. 

The greatest workers God has ever had in the world 
have passed through this kind of discipline; it seems 
necessary to fallen humanity. 

So, my dear reader, if ycu are suffering the sting of 
recent defeats, don’t sit down and whine and pout about 
it, and say you will never try any more; but pluck up 
courage and try again/ Perhaps that very defeat was 
necessary for you, to humble your pride, to stir up your 
stagnant energies, to drive you to greater efforts, to draw 
you to a throne of grace. ‘“ Pray and pull,” and you will 
make the shore. Don’t give u;, but get up and go—to 
victory. 


HOW THE BRADLEYS FOUND A PASTOR. 
BY JOSEPHINE POLLARD, 


HE Bradleys were a peculiar family; they had no- 

tions of their own; and an aggregation of ideas is 
much worse than an individual opinion. They had 
tasted sorrow, and tested the strength of the Everlasting 
arms that had upborne them from the deep waters of 
affliction. They were the easiest people in the world for 
God to deal with, and the hardest for other people to 
understand. J 

Mrs. Bradley was reticent, conservative, and enduring 
as Plymouth Rock, and Rhea was her counterpart ; while 
the other members of the family were quite as shy, sen- 
sitive, and modest, as was agreeable to those with whom 
they associated. For the most uncomfortable people to 
get along with have just these characteristics: always 
taking offence at imaginary slights, always depreciating 
themselves, and always more or less of a nuisance. 

They stood greatly in need of spiritual counsel and 
were regular in their attendance at the sanctuary, and it 
was the one wish of their hearts that they might con- 
tinue their worship in this one church until they were 
gathered into the church above. In all their experience 
as church members they had never had a pastor; one, I 
mean, who felt interested in them personally, and was 
willing, nay, anxious as a pastor should be, for a better 
acquaintance with these members of his flock. He was 
to them simply a teacher and expositor of divine truths. 

Even when a great wave of trouble swept them from 
their feet and made them hide their faces from the cruel 
glare of day, even then there was no one to speak a 
word of comfort; no embassador of God to steady them 
until they could feel the solid earth beneath them. 

Perhaps it was all right; the “ mysterious way” he 
chose to lead them in order that they might learn to rely 
wholly upon the all-sufficient Jesus. Well, they did 
not leave the church, but the church forsook them; 
passed into the last stages of consumption and departed 
this life, leaving a “forlorn hope’ that easily adopted 
the habits of spiritual vagabonds. They filled their 
lamps from the most convenient oil-can, and months 
and years slipped by without their associating them- 
selves with any other congregation. They waited for 
the right church to come along, and in the wisdom of 
providence it came at the right time, and in this wise : 

Bessie Bradley called to see a friend who had left her 
home in the country to nurse a sick nephew, who was 
evidently dying of consumption and all unprepared for 
the great change. 

“ What shall I do!” exclaimed Bessie’s friend Mary, 
the great tears falling from her eyes and her voice quiver- 
ing with emotion. ‘ What shallI do? He isn’t fit to 
die, and he won’t listen to me! Don’t you know any 
minister? He don’t, and I’m a stranger; and oh, it’s 
just awful! I feel worse at his being so unprepared, 
than at his dying so young. You must help me!” 

Bessie’s heart was racked with sympathy and despair. 
Where could she go? To whom could she apply? “I 
might call on Dr. G.,” she said, thinking aloud; “he 
lives near, and his young people are very much attached 
tohim. He is a good man, but—I doubtif he has the 
necessary tact.” 

“That’s it,’ said Mary. “ Everybody won’t do. He 
won’t let me approach the subject; and so all I can do 
is to pray for him, and do the best I can for his peor 
body. But to think of his dying so!—and the doctor 
says he may drop off at any moment! It almost kills 
me to hear him talk about going out and arrange to have 
his photograph taken! and yet I can’t tell him!” And 
Mary’s tears flowed afresh as she recounted these trials, 

“T wonder how Mr. K. would do?” observed Bessie ; 
“we have been to his church several times, and enjoy 
his sermons very much indeed. Heis an entire stranger 
to me, and—weil,” she added, meditatively. 

“Do send some one!” said Mary in a passion of en- 











Bessie walked slowly up the avenue, taking counsel as 
she went, and wishing she was less ignorant and ineffi- 
cient, She stopped at home to fortify her courage and 
to obtain Rhea’s advice, and Rhea seconded her motion 
to call upon Mr. K, (I wish I dared give the right ini- 
tial, or the full name!) With a courage that in Bessie 
Bradley was worthy of a Cesar, she went, and saw, and 
conquered a new territory. 

Mr. K.’s sympathies were speedily enlisted, and the 
favor she came to solicit was granted immediately, 
He would have gone immediately with the bread of life 
to the starving soul but for pressing engagements, but 
the next day, in a driving storm, he presented himself 
before Mary as a messenger sent of God. 

Walter was obdurate, and refused to see him. Mary 
was heart-broken; but the good minister said it was all 
right ; “‘ better break the ice gradually ;” and so promis- 
ing to repeat his call before many days, he took a sor- 
rowful departure. Mary could neither restrain her tears, 
nor her reproaches. 

“ What will he think of you? He came on purpose 
to see you, and you’ve treated him so rudely I don’t see 
how he can ever come here again !” 

It was the final blow upon the rock, and the waters 
gushed forth. “Why didn’t you tell me?” said Walter. 
“What sha!l I do to be saved?” and in a paroxysm of 
tears and repentance he told of the difficulties in his 
way, of his inability to find the light, or to know what 
to believe. The unburdening of his soul was a blessed 
relief to both Mary and Walter, and Bessie was soon 
made acquainted with the wonderful answer to prayer, 
and dropped a line to Mr. K. that he might know of the 
workings of the Holy Spirit. 

At his next visit there was nothing to prevent a free 
and satisfactory intercourse with the dying boy, whose 
face grew brighter and brighter as he drew nearer to the 
shining shore, and whose tongue was touched with a coal 
from God’s altar. His last days were a triumphal march 
toward the kingdem of holiness, and those of his com- 
rades who ministered to him as gently and lovingly as if 
he had been a woman, marveled at his speech, and hoped 
they would meet death as bravely. 

A strong attachment sprang up between Mr. K. and 
Walter, and although the opportunity was brief, and 
death came within the short space of one month, the 
former felt as if he had parted with a dear friend. 

Mary returned to her home, and Walter was laid in 
the cemetery beside his dear mother, and the grass has 
waved and the summer flowers bloomed above his grave. 
It is a year ago, but it seems farther in the past to Bessie 
Bradley, who can hardly realize the benefits resulting 
from the help she gave to Mary in her hour of need. 

Mr. K. called upon the Bradleys in a way so different 
from that in which any other minister had done, that he 
won their hearts immediately, and they were no more as 
“wandering sheep.” Not only were the converted ones 
assured of his moral and intellectual worth, his unmis- 
takably “high calling,” but others of the family who had 
not as yet made any public profession of their faith, 
were moved by the yrace of speech, and charm of man- 
ner, that betokened a thorcugh consecration. 

They have at last found a pastor; one in whom they 
have confidence, and whose influence is all for good ; 
and who can blame them if they are somewhat guilty of 
man-worship, and indisposed to find fault with one who 
was evidently sent of God to minister to their spiritual 
needs, and to keep them in the way of righteousness ? 

There is a delightful sense of rest in having a regular 
place of worship, and a pew of your own, after one has 
been for a long time a “‘ spiritual vagabond,” if not (as 
Bessie felt she was in danger of becoming) a backslid- 
ing sinner ! 

Those who have never had the same experience can- 
not understand how the Bradleys feel about this thing, 
nor how much they are oppo:ed to anything like a mov- 
able tabernacle. 


HANGING ON. 
BY J. M. HOWARD. 


HAVE in my garden a plum tree said to be of rare 

quality. Every spring the white blossoms give 
promise of an abundant crop; and the plums appear in 
due time and attain an unusual size. But they do not 
hang on till they ripen. Long before the time of plums 
they let go the stem, or the stem lets them go, and they 
drop down bitter and worthless. 

I have thought this tree like some Sunday-schools and 
some churches, like some teachers and some ministers. 
They are of the best quality. There is no apparent lack 
of preparation, or of intellectual or spiritual fitness, 
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There is temporary zeal and earnestness. They blossom 
with large promise. Fruitage in its immature begin- 
nings is not wanting. But the crowded school does not 
bold its scholars till their interest ripens into conversion. 
Teachers lack that persistence and power which can 
make scholars hang on to the class. 

If my plum tree could carry out the beginnings it 
makes it would be above praise, but, failing in this, all 
its extravagant blossoming is vain. Better a dozen 
flowers developed into ripe fruit than all these clusters 
that drop off blighted. And most schools, and classes, 
and churches, do not fail so much in numbers as in per- 
manent spiritual results. A good beginning is often 
easy ; but “ patient continuance in well doing” is always 
difficult, It is not hard in the spring-time of favoring 
circumstances to blossom with flowery promise; it is 
hard to hang on through frost and heat and storm to the 
season of ripeness. 

If by persevering effort you hold on to a class of five 
or three until you set their feet firmly in the pathway of 
earnest Christian living, you do a greater work than 
your brilliant neighbor who attracts a hundred for a 
time, but, in some season of discouragement, slackens his 
efforts, and lets them drift away, lacking the one thing 
without which all our teaching is vain. 

This paper will reach many pastors, superintendents, 
teachers, and church members, who are slackening their 
grasp, or, it may be, thinking of letting go. The church, or 
the class, or the miuister, is unsatisfactory. They have met 
some real or imaginary affront. It is disagreeable, or irk- 
some, or humiliating to stick to their work. Their pride is 
touched, or their ease interfered with, or their patience 
overtaxed. Orthey may bediscouraged by a wantof appre- 
ciation or a want of results. To allsuch faltering workers 
these words are addressed : Don’t let the blight of seeming 
failure wither your energies when they are most needed ; 
don’t let the half-matured fruit fall to the ground. A 
little patient hanging on may bring you to the time of 
ripeness and harvest. “Hold that fast which thou 
hast.” ‘In due season we shall reap if we faint not.” 


THE EVANGELISTS IN NEW YORK. 
BY THE REV. J. SPENCER KENNARD. 


T was not a pleasant thing for our metropolitan 
Christians to be compelled to wait till Brooklyn and 
Philadelphia had been visited by the evangelists, before 
our turn would come. But the Lord has had better 
thoughts concerning usthan our own. The interval has 
been a season of instruction and preparation such as 
cannot fail to render their labors among us far more 
fruitful than they could otherwise have been. On the 
one hand the edge of mere curiosity has been dulled 
and the glamour of novelty been dispelled. Much has 
been learned by us from the experience of our two 
neighboring cities, both of the hindrances and the helps 
to a solid success. Plenty of time for preparatory work 
on the part of our committees has been allowed, and as 
for our churches, the Lord has been anointing them with 
fresh oil and girding them with power by a spiritual 
refreshing and quickening, so that while we are disposed 
to lean less upon these beloved men, we are yet in more 
thorough sympathy with their spirit, and welcome them 
with a chastened joy and solemn earnestness which we 
might not otherwise have felt. 
Many Christians are already full of work in gathering 
a harvest in their own congregations; so there will be 
more room for the unconverted to fill the seats at the 
Hippodrome, while meetings will be so regulated in the 
different churches as to allow efficient co-operation on 
the part of the pastors and devout men and women with 
the general work of the evangelists. Already a band 
of several hundred have consecrated themselves to the 
special duties of the inquiry-room. They represent all 
evangelical denominations, and all our prominent 
churches, and have been under training for weeks past 
through lectures from experienced pastors in Dr. Ormis- 
ton’s church, which has been crowded by those anxious 
to hear the moat practical truths connected with directing 
the soul to its Saviour. Meantime a fragrant cloud of 


prayer has been ascending from our home altars, our 


noon-day meetings (of which we have had four in dif- 
ferent parts of the city), and from all our churches, that 
the Lord would work mightily. We firmly believe that 
the day of Pentecost has fully come. 

THE BUILDING. 

The “earth helped the woman” was a part of the 
prophet’s vision, and certainly in Brooklyn, Philadel- 
phia, and here we should have been at a loss for a 
suitable building for these great meetings had not the 
pleasure-seekers and money-gatherers of earth “ built 





us a synagogue.” The Skating Rink and the two great 
Railroad Depots were erected with no thought of the 
scenes that they were in these days to witness, but God 
had his eye upon them from the start, and those men 
“builded better than they knew.” 

As in Philadelphia, the location of our Tabernacle is 
in the very centre of the city, accessible from every di- 
rection by all classes. On one side of it lie the homes 
of wealth, the avenues of fashion, and the great hotels, 
on the other the masses of the middle classes, and a 
little beyond the crowded abodes of the poor and the 
dens of wretchedness and vice. It is the old depot of 
the Harlem Railroad, and occupies the block bounded by 
Madison and Fourth Avenues and Twenty-sixth and 
Twenty-seventh Streets. It was the scene of Barnum’s 
great pageant, and subsequently of Gilmore’s monster 
concerts. It is about one-fourth larger than your 
“ Depot Church.” Mr. Varley preached here for several 
Sabbaths, the first occasion being a wonder to every one. 
On a wild and stormy winter’s night, 15000 people 
crowded the place while multitudes were unable to gain 
entrance. Frequently then the roar of the wild beasts 
would be heard mingling with the singing and prayers. 

The committee have rented this structure at $1,500 a 
week and spent $10,000 in fitting it for the meetings. It 
has been divided into two t halls, one seating 6,500 
the other 4,000; while, between, there is a wide space 
inclosed for inquiry-rooms and for the evangelists, with 
a passage from one to the other for their use. It is ex- 
pected that after speaking in the large room Mr. Moody 
and Mr. Sankey will pass over to the other or overflow 
meeting, where meantime addresses and prayers are to 
be made by clergymen and laymen, chosen for their 
adaptation to such work. 

The appearance of the rooms is warm and business- 
like. There will not be the vast sea of 12,000 faces as 
in Philadelphia, but it is thought more effective work 
can be done with a more limited number. No tickets 
are issued to the general public. Except the “ workers” 
and choir all are on a par in this respect, welcome, up to 
the capacity of the building. 


THE OPENING, 


A preparatory meeting was held Sabbath evening for 
dedication of the building and consecration of the labor- 
ers. Wm. E. Dodge, chairman of the general con mittee, 
presided. About one thousand five hundred were pres- 
ent, it being a stormy night and the meeting held at 9 
o’clock. There was nothing formal. Bishop Janes, the 
Rev. Drs. Paxton, T. D. Anderson, and Tucker, 
Gen. Clinton B, Fisk, the Rev. Dr. C. C. Tiffany, and 
others engaged in prayer and tender appeal, all breathing 
the spirit of utter dependence on the Intinite arm, and 
travailing for the souls of sinners. 

Monday night a dense mass of people blocked the 
streets in the vicinity of the Hippodrome. In twenty 
minutes after the opening of the doors seven thousand 
people were quietly seated, or standing, in the main hall 
and four thousand in the other; while several thousand 
lingered around the doors to catch the echo of the speak- 
ers and the singers. 

The audience represented mainly the middle and 
upper classes of our population, and appeared about 
equally divided between church people, and the irreli- 
gious. There was, however, a prevailing atmosphere of 
seriousness rather than of curiosity. Oa the platform 
the pastors of the city were largely represented and a 
choir of five hundred were at the left of the speaker's 
stand. In many respects the arrangements for ushers 
and telegraphic communication are the same as in 
Philadelphia. Promptly at 8 0’clock Messrs. Moody and 
Sankey appear on the platform. They do not seem at 
all worn with their previous labors. ‘“ Let us all bow 
our heads in silent prayer,” is Mr. Moody’s first utter- 
ance, and instantly as when a wind sweeps over a field 
of grain all are bowed and a thrilling stillness follows. 
Then “ Jesus, lover of my soul,” rings out. Bishop Janes 
leads in prayer; “ Hold the Fort” wakes the echoes of 
the room and stirs the blood of thousands and is followed 
by the sweet song significant at this moment, “ What 
shall the Harvest be?” ‘Tears are in many eyes. And 
now Mr. Moody announces his text, ‘‘ But God hath 
chosen the weak things of the world to confound the 
things that are mighty.” 

Just as we expected, his theme was the plan of God to 
work powerfully through human weakness, that the 
glory may be his. He warned them against dependence 
on crowds, or instruments, or accessions. Urged them 
to crucify the great “I,” to have our face in the dust 
that we may receive God’s message and proclaim it with 
success. I cannot give a description of the sermon ; they 
who have heard the like do not need it. 





Every one feels that the meeting was all that could be 
desired for tone and spiritual vigor. Mr. Moody preaches 
with more power than when in Brooklyn, and is heard 
in every part of the house with ease. 


MY PLANTATION SUNDAY SCHOOL, 
BY JENNIE EGGLESTON ZIMMERMAN, 


N the year 1866, while teaching in a private family in 
the now unpleasantly noted Hinds County, Missis- 
sippi, I was accustomed to hold, every Sunday evening, 
a Sunday-school, or service of worship, the meeting being 
properly a combination of these two, as best suited the 
circumstances. The scholars, or attendants, consisted of 
the three white children of the family, all the colored 
children, about fifteen or twenty in number, and a goodly 
number of the older servants. 

Schooling, or instruction of any sort, was just then the 
rage, if I may be allowed the expression, for an ardor 
which seems scarcely to be abated, in a lapse of ten 
years. My scholars were eager, attentive, and receptive 
of whatever instruction I imparted. The school assem- 
bled just at nightfall in my own room, a long, low, old- 
fashioned apartment, made of hewn logs. At one end 
was a large fire-place with wide-throated chimney, at 
the further end my bed, with other articles of furniture 
disposed as suited the shape of the room. Taking my 
stand on the hearth I was able to face my audience as 
easily as would have beea possible in a church 

At the ringing of the large plantativn bell, the chil- 
dren came trooping in, each child from eight to fourteen 
years of age, besring in his or her arms a younger one, 
generally an infant. These disposed themselves in semi- 
circles on the floor in front of me, the baby between the 
knees. Their large and brilliant eyes formed row 
upon row of flashing light in the dimly lighted apart- 
ment. Then followed the tittering maidens in muslins 
and flowers, each accompanied by a beau so bashful and 
sombre of countenance, that it seemed incredible that 
he could have caused such a shaking of sides in the 
maiden beside him. These usually occupied all the avail- 
able chairs and trunks, and following them came the 
sober old people, bringing up the rear, each with his or 
her favorite polished rickety splint chair. 

I had with me one of the then popular littie singing 
books, one of Bradbury’s, I believe. The songs ‘‘ took ” 
amazingly. They learned both words and music in an 
incredibly short space of time, and their rendering was, 
of course, most effective. The favorite song was “ Sweet 
Hour of Prayer,” which the children invariably asked 
for, always calling it “ Sweet Oil o’ Prayer,” not an in- 
appropriate travesty of the real title. This song the 
elders learned and used with great delight in their own 
prayer-meetings, always held directly after the close of 
my Own meetings. My instruction was usually a brief 
exposition of some passage of Scripture, interspersed 
with questions on the subject to the children, those most 
convenient little ice-breakers. Wherever there are 
children, a speaker may properly ask questions, and 
whenever a speaker asks questions, he or she can hold 
the attention, and awaken interest in the subject. The 
questions and answers would be somewhat after this 
fashion : 

“Why did blind Bartimeus call out as Jesus was pass- 
ing?” 

“*Cause he wanted to know what was going on.” 

“ What was going on?” 

“ Jesus,” 

“ What did he want with Jesus?” 

“He wanted to see him for his own self.” 

O wise little children, what a blessed truth you touched 
upon just then. “He wanted to see Jesus for his own 
self.’ How did these little ones lead the way to the 
grand fundamental truth of Christianity? What will 
avail all tongues, all knowledge, all gifis, if we see not 
Jesus for our own selvi. ? 

Our meeting usually closed with a short exhortation 
from one of the older brethren, and a prayer by another. 
The tones were low, the voices humble, the worshipers 
silent and reverent. When the meeting closed the 
younger children, who had been somewhat noisy, and 
disconcerting at the beginning, were all asleep, in soft, 
dusky little heaps upon the floor. These were shouldered 
and carried off unconscious and unresisting to their beds, 
while the grown people repaired to one of the cabins for 
a longer and more demonstrative prayer-meeting, where 
the emotions could have full play. Doubtless it was 
much more interesting to the participators, than my own 
stiffer, if more decorous and thoughtful, service, though 
as it cramped their freedom and spoiled thir enjoyment 
to have white people present, I never went with them. 








116 
EO 
INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 
LESSON CALENDAR. 
[ First Quarter, 1876.) 

8. Feb. 20.—David Established King.................c00006 2 Sam. 5: 17-25. 
9. Feb. 27.—The Ark brought to ZION ....... ccc cceeees 2 Sam. 6:1-15 
10. March 5.—God’s Covenant with David..................... 2 Sam. 7 : 18-29. 
1l, March 12,—Absalom’s Rebellion...........00..cecceeeee 2 Sam. 15: 1-14, 
12, March 19.—Absalom’s Death..............-ccccecereeeeeeecnes 2 Bam, 18: 24-33. 
18. March 26.—Keview; or, a Lesson selected by the school. 


[Second Quarter, 1876.) 


1. April 2.—The Ascending LOrd ........ccceseecesccevereeee ACS 1: 1-12 
2, April 9.—The Day of Pentecost ........cc008 sesecsseseseeeeed Acts 2: 1-11 
8. April 16.—Peter’s Defenee,......0++-ccorscrcsererersesserssecees Acts 2: 12-28 
4, April 23.—The Early Christian Church...........cccceeeed Acts 2: 37-47 
5, April 30.—The Lame Man | ees Acta 3: 1-11 
6. May 7.—The Power of Jesus’ NAme......ccceecececseeee ACH 3: 12-26 
7. May 14.—Christian COULAGC....00-cccccsesceeceteesesensereereeens Acts 4; 822 
8. May 21.—Christian Fellowship cso... scceeesersenes enone Acts 4: 23-37, 
9. May 28.—LyIing Unto GOd........ccccscccssosceresevevccccrcesers Acts 5: 1-11. 
10, June 4.—The Apostles in PrisOn,.........+ccersereesreeseeed Acts 5: 12-26. 
11. June 11.—The Apostles before the Council.............004 Acts 5: 27-42. 
AD. JuMms 18, Tie BOVE CORO cccrcsvseccovcee cosecsescecscescoseed Acts 6: 1-15. 
13. June 25.—Review ; or, a Lesson selected by the school, 


LESSON 10, SUNDAY, MARCH 5, 1876. 
Title: GOD'S COVENANT WITH DAVID, 


GOLDEN TEXT: OF THiS MAN’S SEED HATH Gop, 
ACCORDING TO HIS PROMISE, RAISED UNTO ISRAEL A 
SAVIOUR JESUS,—Acf?s 13: 28, 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, Feb, 28; 2 Sam. 7: 18-29. A covenant-making God, 
Tuesday, Feb. 29: 2Sam.7:1-17. The covenant with David. 
Wednesday, March 1: Gen. 12: 1-8. The covenant with Abraham. 
Thursday, March2: Gen, 28; 10-15, The covenant with Jacob. 
Friday, March 3: Psa.72: 1-20. David foresees the covenant fulfilled. 
Saturday, March 4: Heb. 8: 6-13. The new and better covenant. 
Sunday, March 5: Isa, 55: 1-18. All invited to its benefits, 

LESSON TEXT. 

[2 Sam. 7: 18-29. | 

18. Then went king David in, and sat before the Lorp, and he said, 
Who am I, O Lorp God? and what is my house, that thou hast 
brought me hitherto? 

19. And this was yet a small thing in thy sight, O Lorp God; but 
thou hast spoken also of thy servant’s house for a great while to 
come. And ts this the manner of man, O LorD God? 

2%. And what can David say more unto thee’? for thou, Lorp God, 
knowest thy servant. 

21. For thy word's sake, and according to thine own heart, hast 
thou done all these great things, to make thy servant know them. 

22. Wherefore thou art great, O Lorp God: for there is none like 
thee, neither is there any God beside thee, according to all that we 
have heard with our ears. 

23. And what one nation in the earth is like thy people, even like 
Israel, whom God went to redeem for a people to himself, and to 
make him a name, and to do for you great things and terrible, for 
thy land, before thy people, which thou redeemedst to thee from 
Egypt, from the nations and their gods? 

24. For thou hast confirmed to thyself thy people Israel to be a 
people unto thee forever; and thou, Lorp, art become their God. 


25. And now, O Lorpb God, the word that thou hast spoken con- 
cerning thy servant, and concerning his house, establish # for ever, 
and do as thou hast said. 

26. And let thy name be magnified forever, saying, The Lorp of 


hosts is the God over Israel; and let the house of thy servant David 
be established before thee, 
7. For thou, O Lorp of hosts, God of Israel, hast revealed to thy 


servant, saying, I will build thee an house: therefore hath thy ser- 
vant found in his heart to pray this prayer unto thee. 

28. And now, O Lorp God, thou art that God, and thy words be 
true, and thou hast promised this goodness unto thy servant. 

29. Therefore now let it please thee to bless the house of thy ser- 
vant, that it may continue forever before thee: tor thou, O Lorp 


God, has spoken #; and with thy blessing letthe house of thy ser- 
vant be blessed forever. 


EXPOSITION, 
BY WILLIAM ORMISTON, D.D. 


HE teacher should read 1 Chron. 17, and Psalms 2: 
72, 89, and 110, 


THE CONNECTION, 


David having built for himself a royal palace of great 
magnificence and exquisite workmanship, and having 
brought the ark of the covenant to the capital amid the 
rej oicings of the nation, was desirous of erecting a perma- 
nent house wherein the ark might be placed, and the 
service of God suitably performed. He consulted Nathan 
the prophet about the matter, who cordially approved 
the royal purpose, and advised him to carry out his 
design. This sanction Nathan gave as a pious man and 
a loyal citizen, not as an inspired prophet. That very 
night, however, the Word of the Lord came to Nathan ; 
aud he was commissioned to say to the king, that he 
should not build a house as he had proposed ; but, while 
restraining the king from this work, he revealed to him 
the purposes and promises of God, in relation to the 
future, assuring him that his successor should build a 
house for the name of God; giving him also some 
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glimpses of the distant future, when the last of his line, 


of whom he was not only an ancestor but a type should 
set up an everlasting kingdom. As soon as the prophet 
had delivered his message the king sought private com- 
munion with God. His prayer forms the subject of 


THE LESSON. 


The vision of the prophet, the covenant with David, 
and the prayer of the king, refer primarily to the estab- 
lishment of the house, or descendants, of David as the 
hereditary kings of Israel, and to the building of a tem- 
ple for the worship of God, by Solomon his son. But 
they have also a prophetic reference to the Messiah as 
the son of David, who should in the “great while to 
come” set up a kingdom, and build a spiritual house, 
of which the kingdom of David and his successors was 
a divinely constituted type. It would appear from the 
language used by David, that he understood the message 
of Nathan to have such a meaning. Hence the over- 
whelming sense which he had of the high honor con- 
ferred on him, as being one in the line of the Messiah ; 
hence also the frequent use of the phrase “ for ever” in 
relation to the house and kingdom spoken of. Some 
say also that the expression, “Is this the manner of a 
man,” should be rendered, ‘‘ Is this the law of the Adam ;” 
and the parallel phrase in | Chron. 17: 17, “according 
to the estate of a man of high degree,” should read, 
“according to the order of the Adam from above”— 
referring to him who is styled by the apostle, “‘The second 
man (Adam) is the Lord from heaven” (compare, Psalm 
72: 1, 8,17; Psalm 89: 3, 4, with Luke 1: 32; Acts 2: 30). 

Consider the prayer of David in relation to himself, 
his people, and his house, and mark his humble grati- 
tude for divine goodness to himself; his devout praise to 
the Lord for his greatness, and for his grace to Israel ; 
and his fervent supplication for the fulfillment of all the 
promises of the covenant. 


1, HIS PROFOUND GRATITUDE (18-21). 


On receiving the announcement of Nathan that he 
would not be privileged to carry out a project so dear to 
his heart, David might well have felt a pang of disap- 
pointment ; but in view of the revelation made to him, 
he was filled with a deep sense of the divine wisdom and 
goodness. He went immediately to the tent wherein the 
ark had been placed, and remained there before the Lord 
in reverent worship. 

1. His position, He“ sat before the Lord.” As standing 
or kneeling was the usual attitude of prayer (1 Kings 8: 
22, 54, 55), we may suppose, that, though David at first 
sat down to meditate on all he had heard, when he 
addressed the Lord, he assumed the most reverential 
posture. Josephus says he ‘worshiped falling upon 
his face.” The word may mean that falling on his 
knees, he sat upon his heels, a usual attitude of reverence 
and supplication in the East. 

2. His humility. He recalls his personal unworthiness, 
and refers to the lowliness of his origin. He was the 
native of a small village, the youngest son of his family, 
a keeper of sheep in his youth, his father’s house un- 
known in Israel. 

8. His surprise. Not only had God raised him “ from 
the sheepcote,” placed him on the throne, given him rest 
from his enemies, and bestowed upon him distinguished 
honor, but what was more wonderful, had treated him, 
though of humble birth and little in his own eyes, as if 
he werea man of great worth and noblest rank, by assur- 
ing him that his posterity, in long succession, should 
inherit the kingdom. 

4, His sincerity. Unable to give full expression to his 
feelings, or further to recount his mercies, David appeals 
to the omniscience of God, before whom his thankful 
heart was open. 

5. His piety. He ascribes all to the sovereignty of 
God, who had done all these great things according to 
the purpose of his own heart, and had graciously made 
them known to his servants. 

(a.) We should constantly maintain communion with God ; 
in our griefs and in our gladness pour out our hearts be- 
fore him. He takes a fatherly interest in all his children. 

(b.) We should thank God for all our blessings ; for our 
homes, our position, our instruction, and specially for 
his Word and Spirit by which he reveals himself to us 
and makes us to know his Son, our Saviour, and the in- 
heritance he has prepared. 


il. HIS DEVOUT PRAISE (22-24). 


David having passed in review the gracious dealings of 
God with himself, breaks forth in a song of praise in 
which he celebrates 

1. The divine greatness : Among the many gods of the 
nations, among whom they lived in Egypt or in Canaan, 
or concerning whom they had heard in other lands, there 
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were none to be compared with the Lord, the God of Is- 


rael, who was the only living and true God, who alone 
rules among the children of men, doing wondrous things 
(Psa. 86 : 8-10; 71: 19, and 44:1; also Ex. 15:11, and 
Deut, 3 : 24). 

2. The divine goodness: The greatness of God was es- 
pecially manifest in his works of grace toward his people 
Israel. 

(a.) In their deliverance from Egypt. God manifested 
his power by the great and terrible things which he 
wrought to redeem his people. The series of fearful 
plagues he sent upon the land, and the utter overthrow 
of the king and all his host in the Red Sea. 

(6.) In their introduction to Canaan. God cast out the 
nations from before them, and destroyed the temples of 
their gods. The entire history of the conquest is one 
continued series of divine interpositions, marked and 
memorable. 

(c.) In their preservation. Often had the people for- 
gotten God, and rebelled against him; frequently had 
the surrounding nations invaded the land and oppressed 
the people, yet God had ever been mindful of them, and 
in their sorest straits, in presence of their foes, proved 
himself to be their God. Who can be compared with 
the God of Israel? and what nation with the people 
whom he hath chosen? (Deut. 4:7, 32-34; Gen. 17: 
7,8; Ex.6: 7.) 

(a.) We should praise God for what he is in himself ; as 
the only God, great in power, infinite in wisdom, fearful 
in holiness, abundant in mercy, in goodness, and in 
truth, full of compassion, tenderness, and love. 

(6.) We should praise God for what he is to his people, 
as our God. He is a great God and a Saviour. He has 
redeemed us by the gift of hisSon. He sanctifies us by 
his Holy Spirit. He preserves us by his,gracious provi- 
dence. He is our refuge and helper. Frequent reference 
is made to the redemption of Israel from Egypt, a cause 
for gratitude. We should never omit to bless God for 
our redemption from sin by Jesus Christ. 


Il, HIS FERVENT SUPPLICATION (25-29). 


Because the Lord of hosts was a great God, and the 
God of Israel, and his own God, who had graciously 
vouchsafed to make known to him his purposes of kind- 
ness, therefore David found in his heart to pray this 
prayer for the fulfillment of the promises. 

1. For himself: That God would do as he had said 
unto him, fulfill what he had spoken, and make him the 
founder of a house which should long reign over the 
kingdom of Israel, give him a son who should build a 
temple for God, and in due time send the promised Mes- 
siah as a universal King. 

2. For his people: That God would magnify his name, 
as the God of Israel, by vouchsafing to them the tokens 
of his presence, and by preserving and defending them 
in the future as he had done in the past. That all na- 
tions may know that the Lord of hosts is a God to Israel. 

8. For his house: As thou hast promised to build thy 
servant a house, so let it be established before thee for 
many generations, that my descendants may sit upon the 
throne of Israel, and reign over thy people, until he 
shall come to whom the right belongs to reign over all 
and forever; a successor greater than Solomon ; one who, 
while he was David’s son, was also David’s Lord and 
ours. In the last two verses David sums up his prayer 
of thanksgiving by again celebrating the greatness and 
faithfulness of God, and his promised goodness, and by 
invoking the blessing of God upon his house, that it 
might ever be a blessing, according to the divine purpose 
and promise. 

(a.) Jn our prayers let us make the promises of God our 
plea, The promises of God are our true guide in prayer. 
It is our privilege to ask whatever he has promised. We 
should turn every promise into a prayer. When we read 
his exceedingly great and precious promises, let us ever 
say with our hearts, “ Be it unto me according to thy 
Word.” 

(b.) Christ the Son of David is now a King. He has come 
and established his spiritual kingdom in the world, of 
which all true believers are loving and loyal subjects. 
Do we acknowledge his sceptre? Do we follow his ban- 
ner? He is erecting a spiritual temple. Are we living 
stones in it? (Zech. 6 : 12, 13.) 


HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 





HIS is a difficult lesson to simplify and make inter- 
esting to little children, yet it will be valuable if 
they can receive from it distinct ideas of God as a 
covenant-making and covenant-keeping God. Try to 
present to their minds two pictures,—God promising, 
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David praying. To teach of a covenant-making God, 
it would be well to illustrate by stories of Noah, Abra- 
ham, Jacob, Moses. The same will prove his covenant- 
keeping, and help them to understand the golden text, 
that the gift of his Son was the fulfillment of promise. 
SCRIPTURE FACTS. 

Covenant-making with Noah : Gen. 6: 18; Gen. 9° 9-17. 

Abraham: Gen. 12; 1-3; Gen,17: 1-8. 

Jacob: Gen. 28; 10-15. 

Moses: Ex. 6: 2-8. 

Covenant-keeping: Deut.7:9; Psa. 89: 34. 

A better covenant: Rom. 11: 26,27; Heb. &: 6-13. 

Review former lessons upon David, and from chil- 
dren’s answers show the blessedness of David’s life. 
Where was he when Samuel went to Bethlehem? What 
was he doing? What did Samuel do to him? What 
came upon him from that day forward? In the strength 
of God what giant did he meet? Who conquered? 
Where did the king take him to live? Who loved him 
as his own soul? What did they make between them? 

What isa covenant? Encourage several to answer. 
Try to get a good definition in the children’s own words. 

Does it seem as if the great God in heaven would 
make an agreement with a man? Did you ever see a 
rainbow? Did you know that it was God’s covenant 
written across the sky? 

Let the children in answer to questions (so that many 
can contribute paris of the story) tell what they know 
of Noah, the flood, and the ark. Do not leave a vague 
impression of the mere story, but impress the fact of the 
covenant so that every time they see or think of a rain- 
bow it will mean to them God’s sure promise; and not 
to one man only but to every living creature forever, for 
God himself calls it an everlasting covenant. Read with 
them, they repeating each sentence, Gen. 9: 13, 16 

Tell of the covenant with Abraham. Question upon 
the offering up of Isaac, Tell that it was upon a moun- 
tain afterwards in the city of Jerusalem, the same spot 
where the temple was built, where Jesus walked as he 
taught the people, where he heard the songs of children 
just before he went out to the cross. Tell of the time 
when Jacob was a stranger and alone, with a stone for 
his pillow, of the ladder, the angels, the word of God 
promising to be with him, to bless him, and that from 
his family should come one to rule Israel. Recall the 
promise to Moses, when the people were slaves. Did 
God lead them away? Over what sea? Into what 
promised land? Over what people was David king? 

Our lesson to-day is of a covenant God made with 
David. Who looks into the heart? He had known 
every word, every thought of David’s whole life. He 
knew how truly he kept the covenant with Jonathan, 
and he honored the young king by, letting him have a 
covenant with himself. Where did David live after he 
was established king? What had he brought to Jeru- 
salem and set up with great rejoicing? For whose wor- 
ship was the ark? What did our last week’s golden text 
say about Zion? : 

Ask the meaning of hahita‘ion ? Jerusalem was the 
place chosen of the IL rd, where he desired to dwell. 
Don’t you think Divid was happy after he had set up 
the ark and given the great feast to all his people? He 
was a chosen king, chosen by (od himself, taken from 
the sheepfold to the palace, watched over, helped by 
God ; his enemies were punished, he established as king 
over all the nation, in a city chosen of God. Could he 
wish anything more? His home was a beautiful house 
built of cedar wood ; for he had a friend named Hiram, 
king of a country on the shore of a great sea, who had 
sent to him masons and carpenters and cedar trees to 
build him a palace. One day he sat in his new grand 
house, and was thinking how good God had been to him, 
how he had given him rest from all his enemies, had 
given him this splendid city and palace, and yet the ark 
of God was in a tent. He thought how rejoiced he 
would be to build a more splendid house for God’s wor- 
ship than be had for his own home. He said to the 
prophet Nathan, “ See! I dwell in a house of cedar, but 
the ark of God dwelleth in curtains.” The prophet was 
pleased, and without first asking God, he said, “Go do 
all that is in thine heart, for the Lord is with thee.” 

That night God came to the prophet and told him 
what to tell his servant David. He did not let him 
build the great temple, but promised that his son should 
do it. Instead of the honor of building the temple, God 
made a covenant with him, This was the promise, 
“Thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for 
ever before thee: thy throne shall be established for 
ever.” In this lesson we have two pictures, the first one is 


GOD PROMISING, 


This was his covenant ; three times over in that night 
when he talked with Nathan, he said of David’s throne 
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and kingdom “I will establish it for ever.” Did bal 


mean that Jerusalem should last for ever, that some of 
David’s children should always be king, and wear his 
crown? Something better than that. Have golden text 
recited. 

A thousand years after, the shepherds around Bethle- 
hem heard music inthesky. Whatdiditmean? These 
are the words an angel spoke to them (read Luke 2: 
11). God was keeping his covenant with David. He 
kept it when there was an earthquake and darkness for 
three hours. What took place then? In Jesus’ death 
God fulfilled a better covenant than he made with 
David, for he says, “There shall come out of Ziona 
deliverer. For this is my covenant unto them, when I 
shall take away their sins.” 

What did David do when the prophet told him he 
must not build the temple? He went into the tent 
where the ark was and worshiped God. We have to-day 
the very words of 


DAVID'S PRAYER. 


Put them on the board as used. WhoamI? Hewas 
humble. He sat down and bowed his head on the 
ground before the ark of God, and thoughtitall over. I 
who used to be only ashepherd boy, who am I, that God 
should make acovenant with me? What is my house that 
God should promise that it should last for ever? What 
can I say to thee, O Lord? He remembered that God’s 
eye could read his heart for he said this, ‘Thou, Lord, 
knowest,’’ as he sat there in silence before the Holy One, 
he thought of all his wonderful works and he worshiped 
and said, ‘Thou art great.” Then he remembered the 
covenant he made with Abraham and Jacob: how he 
had kept it, how he had done great things for the 
people of Israel, how every promise had been kept. He 
felt all this as he said, ‘Thou art true.” 

Then he did what God loves to have his children do. 
When your father has promised you something very 
pleasant, would he like to have you forget it? So with 
God: he loves to have his children so rem3mber all his 
words a3 to remind him often, and so David did in his 
prayer. He said, “Thou hast promised.” 

Had he asked for any thing yet? Some children think 
to pray is only to beg for what they want. David did 
not pray so; he knew that prayer means thanksgiving ; 
that thinking how great and how good God is, is wor- 
ship. After he had done all this; then he said, ‘“‘ Bless 
thy servant.” 

Can little children learn any thing from God’s cove- 
nant and David’s prayer? Would God make a covenant 
with a little child? The plainest promise in the Bible 
is for the youngest child. “They that seek me early, 
shall find me.” That is a covenant for every child who 
will seek him, Lest you might not know how to seek 
him, Jesus himself came and took little children in his 
arms and blessed them. 

How long will God keep his covenant? How long 
did he tell Noah the rainbow sign meant his covenant 
should last? He says, “I love them that love me ;” and 
he told Moses he would “‘ Keep his covenant with them 
that love him and keep his commandments, to a thou- 
sand generations.” Does not such love as that take in 
every little child? The prayer on the board will stand 
thus : 


DAVID’S PRAYER. 


AM I?°? 


LORD, KNOWEST. 


“*“WEO 
ART GREAT. 
ART TRUE, 


THOU HAST PROMISED. 


BLESS THY SERVANT. 
If time allow, the prayer can be reviewed as for each 
child,—showing that every expression js natural and 


appropriate for real child-prayer, all to be heard and 
answered for the sake of our Saviour Jesus Christ. 


BIBLE LIGHTS ON THE LESSON. 
V 18 Sat before the Lord . . . And David the king came and sat 
. “es before the Lord, 1 Chron. 17:16... Hezekiah went u 


unto the house of the Lord, and spread it before the Lord, Isa. 37: 14. 


Who am I? least of all thy mercies, 
and of all the truth, which thou hast shewed unto thy servant, Gen. 


Tam not worthy of the 


32: 1 Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this 
grace given, Eph. 3: 8. 
v.19. The manner of men 


How excellent is thy loving kind 
ness, O God! therefore the children of men put their trust under the 
shadow of thy wings, Psa. 36: 7 . For my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your 
ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts, Isa. 55: 8, 9. 


V. 20. Thou . knowest thy servant For I know him, Gen. 18: 
19 . The Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the 
outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart, 1 Sam. 16:7 

. O Lord, thou hast searched me, and known me. Thou knowest 
my downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought 
afar off, Psa. 139: 1, 2, 
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V. 21. For thy word sake . . . God is not a man, that he shou'd lie: 
neither the son of man, that he should repent; hath he said, and 
shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it 
good? Num. 23:19... Not for thy righteousness, or for the upright 
ness of thine heart, dost thou go to possess their land; but for the 
wickedness of these nations the Lord thy God doth drive them out 
from before thee, and that he may perform the word which the Lord 
sware unto thy fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Deut.9:5... 
Behold, [ have told you before, Matt, 24: 25 He hath helped his 
servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy; as he spake to our 
fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed forever, Luke 1: 54, 55 

According to thine own heart 
good in thy sight, Matt. 11 : 26 It is your Father's good pleasure 
to give you the kingdom, Luke 12:82... Paul, called to be an 


Even so, Father: for so it seemed 


apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, 1 Cor. 1:1... 
Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to 
his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself, Eph. 1: 9. 


V. 22. Thowart great... O Lord God, thou hast begun to shew 
thy servant thy greatness, and thy mighty hand, Deut. 3: 24. 
Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, 1 Chron. 16 . For 
thou art great, and doest wondrous things, Psa. 86: 10 . For I know 
that the Lord is great, Psa. 135: 5, 


yr 
=a). 


There is none like thee . . 
beside him, Deut. 4:55 


The Lord he is God; there is none else 


There is none holy as the Lord: for there 


is none beside thee: neither is there any rock like our God, 1 Sam 
3:2 . Among the gods there is none like unto thee, O Lord, Psa. 
86:8... 1. am the Lord, and there is none else, there is no God be 
side me, Isa, 45: 5. 

V 23. God went to redeem . And the Lord said, I have surely 
seen the afflictions of my people which are in Egypt And I am 
come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, Ex. 3: 
7,8... Hesent redemption unto his people, Psa. 111:9... Who 


gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, 
Titus 2: 14. 

V. 24. Confirmed to thyself . . . And IL willestablish my covenant be 
tween me and thee, and thy seed after thee, in their generations, for 
an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after 
thee, Gen. 17: 7... Andthe Lord hath avouched thee this day to 
be his peculiar people, as he hath promised thee, Deut. 26: 18. 

V. 26. Establish it for ever ... Remember the word unto thy ser 
vant, upon which thou hast caused me to hope, Psa. 119: 49... 


Obey my voice, and do them, according to all which I command you; 
so shall ye be my people, and I will be yourGod; that I may perform 
the oath which I have sworn unto your fathers, Jer, 11: 4,5. 


V. 26. Let thy nome be magnified. Let it even be established, that 
thy name may be magnified for ever, 1 Coron. 17: 24... . Now there- 
fore, our God, we thank thee, and praise thy glorious name, 1 Chron. 
29:13... Blessed be his glorious name for ever, Psa. 72:19... 
Hallowed be thy name, Matt.6: 9... Father, glorify thy name. 
Then came there a voice from heaven, saying, I have both glorified 
it, and will glorify it again, John 12: 2s, 

V. 28. Thy words be true... Thy word is truth, John 17:17... 
In hope of eternal life. which God, that cannot lie, promised before 
the world began, Titus 1: 2. 

V. 29. Le! it please thee to bless .. . The Lord bless thee, and keep 
thee, Numb. 6: 24... Now, therefore let it please thee to bless the 
house of thy servant, that it may be before thee for ever; for thou 
blessest, O Lord, and it shall be blessed for ever, 1 Chron 17° 27... 
The Lord hath been mindful of us; he will bless us; he will bless the 
house of Israel, he will bless the house of Aaron. 
that fear the Lord, both small and great, Psa, 115 


He will bless them 
: 12, 13. 
ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 
SAMUEL 7 : 18.—Sat beforethe Lord, His “ sitting,” 
which to our notions may seem scarcely an ade- 
quately reverent posture, was no doubt that position be- 
tween kneeling and sitting—kneeling first upon the 
grovnd, and then sitting back upon the beels—which is 
counted a very respectful posture in the East, as in fact 
one of the attitudes of Mohammedan worship.— Kitto. 

This word {sat} may note either, first, his bodily ges- 
ture; for there 1s no certain gesture to which prayer is 
limited ; and we have examples of saints praying in that 

osture, Exod. 17 : 12; 1 Kings 19:4; or he might sit 
or a season whilst he was meditating upou these things, 
and then alter this posture (though it be not here ex- 
pressed), and betake himself to prayer. Or, rather, 
secondly, his coutinuance there, as this Hebrew word is 
oft used, as Gren. 27:44; Lev. 14:8; 1 Sam. 1: 22; 
20:19, that he did not barely present himself before 
God but abode there for some competent time.— Pool. 

19. Is this the manner of man? This is a very obscure 
passage, and is very variously explained .. . David ex- 
presses his astonishment that he, of such humble birth, 
and one so littie in his own eyes, should not only be 
raised to the throne, but be assured of the perpetuity of 
the succession in his descendants, as if he were a man of 
high degree.—Speaker's Com. 

He acknowledges there was no example of such kind- 
nesses to be found in this world: where kingdoms are 
not perpetuated . . . But this is the manner of angels, 
who always continue ia their dignity. — Bishop Patrick. 

21. For thy word’s sake.—The word, for the sake of 
which God had done such great things for David, must 
be some former promise on the part of God. Hengsten- 
berg supposes it to refer to the word of the Lord to Sam- 
uel, “ Rise up and anoint him” (1 Sam. 16 : 12), which 
is apparently favored indeed by the parallel correspond- 
ing text of | Chron, 17: 19, “For thy servant’s sake,” 
i. e, because thou hast chosen thy servant. This does not 
exclude a genera/ interpretation of the expression, ‘‘ For 
thy word’s sake,” viz., an allusion to the earlier promises 
of God or the Messianic prophecies generally, particu- 
larly the one concerning Judah in Jacob’s blessing (Gen. 
49 : 10), and the one relating to the ruler out of Jacob in 
Balaam’s sayings (Num. 24:17), which contains the 
germs of the promise of the everlasting continuance of 
David’s government.— Keil. 


According to thine own heart —This is equivalent to 
“ according to thy love and grace; for God is gracious, 
merciful, and of great kindness and truth.”— Kei/, 


Out of thine own bounty.— Geddes, 
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23. What one nation ?—The construction of this verse 
is throughout very involved, and indicates with the va- 
riations in the versions, and in 1 Chron. 17, that the 
original MS. was partly illegible.— Speaker's Com. 


David gives animated expression to his feelings in 
praising God, who had constantly overshadowed his people 
with his favor, and continues to bless them.—Krum- 
macher, 


What nation is there, which any god hath gone to re- 
deem for a peculiar people; hath thereby acquired 80 
great a name, or done so great and wonderful things, as 
thou hast done, by expelling from before thy people, 
whom thou redeemedat for thyself, out of Egypt, whole 
nations, and their gods ?— Geddes. 


27. Therefore hath thy servant found.—The promises of 
(ind are the true guide to the prayers of his people. 
We may dare to ask anything, how great soever it may 
be, which God has promised to give.—peaker’s Com. 

29, For thou, O Lord God, hast spoken it.—Thus we 
must turn God’s promises into prayers, and then they 
shall be turned into performances, for, with God, saying 
and doing are not two things, as they often are with mea ; 
God will do as he hath said.— Henry. 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 


T)ROMISES.—The word promise means that which 
is sent before. Before a friend visits you he sends 
an assurance that he will do it, he promises to come, 
Before Christmas a father assures his boy he shall have 
a sled; or a mother assures her little girl she shall have 
a doll; in other words, this father and this mother both 
promise certain gifts to their children. So when God 
assures beforehand of certain things, he promises. 
CovENANTS,—When a carpenter agrees to build a 
house, and for this, a man agrees to give him a thousand 
dollars, they two make a covenant. A covenant is an 
agreement solemnly made between two persons. When 
God made a covenant with David, it was not a bargain 
between him and David, as if he and David were equals ; 
but it was a voluntary and very solemn promise made 
by God to David, in which good was promi ed and 
assured to David. The covenant was between two par- 
ties, but God fixed all its terms, 


Gonp’s PROMISES.—Every promise of God is astaff upon 
which one who is weak and weary may lean. It is a 
step upon which those who would rise may climb. God’s 
promises are-all directed to some particular persons: 
“ They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength,” 
etc. John Bunyan represents the doors of Doubting 
Castle as opened by the key of promise, that is, the 
promises of God open the way to freedom for those who 
are in doubt. A man unaccustomed to the sea had hard 
work in a storm to keep himself upright. At last some 
one cried out, ‘‘ Take hold of that rope.” A rope was 
swinging loose quite near him. He grasped it and was 
held steadily. In ordinary street-cara passengers who 
stand up steady themselves by holding on to straps, In 
a similar manner we may be steadied in the rough places 
of life, by clinging to God's promises, Jesus did so when 
tempted (Matt. 4: 1-11). 

CONFIDENCE IN THE PROMISES.—When Dr. Judson 
was in the early st:ges of his missionary work in Burmah, 
he wrote home to Luther Rice, who was urging financial 
help in thisland, Trying to answer the questions which 
would naturally be asked, Judson said: “If they ask, 
What prospect is there that the heathen will be converted? 
tell them, As much as that a faithful Ged will keep his 
promises.” A child is j yous in the anticipation of what- 
ever has been promised it. The boy who has been prom- 
ised new skates is almost, possibly quite, as happy as the 
boy who receives skates. An old Christian was reading 
some of God’s promises, and as he read he was very 
happy. “Why, you seem to enjoy it,” said a passing 
friend, ‘‘ Why shouldn’t I?” said he, “they’re all true, 
and God will fullill every one of them,” 


GRATITUDE FOR PROMISES,—David was very grateful 
for what God had promised him and his house, So were 
a lot of little girls in a school one day. Their teacher 
had been telling them how beautiful the woods were just 
then, as June had come. These little city girls were 
charmed with her account, Then she told them how 
nice it was to play in the woods, and to spread a table- 
c'oth and eat lunch on the ground, and then she said: 
“ Bring your dolls aud your lunch on next Wednesday, 
and I will have a nice covered wagon here, and I’ll take 
you all to spend the day in the country.” The little ones 
fairly jamped for joy. They praised their teacher, and 
kissed her, and thanked her, and tried in every way to 
please her, In some such way we ought to feel to God, 
who has promised us so many glorious things. 

A THANKS BOOK,—A girl who was very much given 
to complaining, was told by some thoughtful friend to 
open a thanks book. “ And what is that?” she asked. 
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| It was explained to be a book in which she wrute down 
everytbing for which she ought to betbankful She began 
to keep the book, but it required so much writing she 
could not find time to keep it correctly, but even the 
little she did write cured her of complaining. 
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GORDON, 
NAITH never is so strong as when appealing to the 
oath and covenant of God. To ask God for what 
he has not promised to give may sometimes be our 
privilege; but the prayer must always be conditioned in 
such cases by the words, ‘‘ If it be according to thy will.” 
And hence not knowing whether it may be according to 
the divine will, our faith must be one of trust rather 
than of assurance. But when we can bring God's own 
specific promise to him as the ground of our request, our 
faith can be perfectly confident, since instead of saying, 
“Tf it be thy will,” it can say, “Since it is thy will.” 
And it was such a prayer that David offered, when he 
asked for God’s blessing on his house. What victorious 
battle words are these !—‘“ And now, O Lord, thow art 
that God and thy words be true, and thou hast promised 
this goodness unto thy servant.” 

Happily for us sinners, pardon and eternal life rest 
on the same solid basis. The gospel is a testament 
written “in the blood of the everlasting covenant.” 
Every believing soul therefore may ask for pardon as 
David asked for blessing ; not as something possible but 
as something promised; not as a contingent blessing but 
as a covenanted blessing. Hence the exhortation, ‘“ Let 
us come boldly to the throne of grace that we may obtain 
mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” 

We can only be timid when thinking of our sins; we 
may be triumphantly bold when thinking of God’s 
promise. We may well be afraid if we say, “O Lord, 
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remember my weakness ;’’ we may well be confident if 
weray, ““ Have respect, O Lord, unto thy covenant.” 
For God’s covenant cannot fail. “It rests,” as an old 
divine has said, ‘‘ upon four pillars,—God’s justice, which 
will not suffer him to deceive; his grace, which will not 
suffer him to forget; his truth, which will not suffer him 


to change; his power, which makes him able to accom- 
plisb.” 

Nothing therefore can be more important for us to 
remember than the place which God’s word and promise 
hold in all questions of faith and assurance. They are 
the absolute and only support of the soul. Frames and 
feelings may be appealed to as corroborative evidences of 
grace, but to rest on them for confidence were as foolish 
as for the astronomer to point his telescope to the refiec- 
tion of the stars in the water instead of pointing it to 
the stars in the sky. And let us reflect how much 
stronger, if such a thing were possible, the new covenant 
which we plead is than any old covenant. It is written 
in the blood of Christ ; how can it fail? 

By his death he has bequeathed to us eternal life. Let 
us come for it, not as beggars asking alms, but as heirs 
claiming an inheritance. Is it presumption, is it rash- 
ness, is it bravado to bring to God his own promise and 
say to him as David did, “ Do as thou hast said”? 


GOD’S COVENANT WITH DAVID. 


From Sermons by the Monday Club. 


HE song of Moses and the Lamb is struggling with 

the discords of the world aud the abyss. Taey rise 
about it with horrid uproar and jangling confusion. 
We catch its distant, rising notes. Anon we lose it. It 
seems to have died wholiy away. Then it is heard 
again. Again lost, again it emerges. And we are per- 
~uaded, as ae we listen, that it is to prevail. All 
other voices are to be silenced in the triumph of this 
great anthem. Yes, my brethren, the mercies of David 
are sure. The covenant, God will not break. We, who 
bow to Jesus as our King, shall sing together yet the 
hallelujah chorus. Jesus is to reign! 

“ T saw in the night visions,” says Daniel, “ and, be- 
hold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of 
heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they 
brought him near before him. And there was given him 
dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, 
nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion 
is an everlasting dominioa which shali not pass away, 
and his kingdom that waich shall not be destroyed.” 

In conclusion. The promised blessing is to be sought 
in prayer. “For him,” said David, in the seventy- 
second psalm, “ shall emp aad be made continually.” 
When he had received the promise by Nathan, and had 
humbled himself before God, offered his thanksgiving, 
and expressed his trust, David fervently prayed for the, 
blessing. ‘‘ With thy blessing let the house of thy ser- 
vant be blessed forever.’’ 

In the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus taught us this petition: 
“Thy kingdom come.” * Pray,” he says to us, “for my 
establishment upon the throne of my glory.’”’ The king- 
dom is not yet fully come. It delays. Pray for it. 
With prayer hasten it. Among the last words in the 
Bible is the prayer, ‘Come, Lord Jesus.” It is the 
prayer of the church. Not that we doubt our Lord. 
We know that he will come. Because of our confidence 
we pray. We would hasten his appearing. 

The Christian should be so separated trom the world 
as to feel an irksomeness in his present condition. 
Everything in the world should appear to us inharmo- 
nious—in an irreparable disorder. The prevalence of 
evil, the miegovernment, the violence, the vileness, the 
misery of men, all sin and sorrow in our race, should 
drive us to our knees. We do not pray for a doubtful 
thing ; we urge a promise—the sure mercies of David. 
We seek to hasten its fulfillment. Good men can 
hasten or delay the coming of the Lord. How else can 
we interpret our Saviour’s petition, “Thy kingdom 
come ”’? 

Thy kingdom come, Lord! Yes, we are ready. Be- 
hold thy church, sitting with David before the ark, 
praying for the kingdom. Oh listen to hercry! Her 
heart is ravished by thy glorious promise. Its fulfill- 
ment, already seen, and yet so partial, but whets her 
deep desire. Come, Lord, our shepherd King, to lead 
and pasture thy flock. Come, to the poor, the oppressed, 
with the burden of centuries upon their shoulders, ana 
a heavier burden upon their souls. Oh come to the 
guilty, the stricken with sin—to these above all others. 
show to them the sceptre of thy power, royal Saviour, 
mighty to save. Show to the coatrite thy throne of 


race. 

Come to thy waiting church; a bride, but not a wife. 
Come, O King, to thine espousals. Lead us up to thy 
marriage feast. 
We dread thy solemn tribunal, the great and last as- 
size. But come—yes, come—upon thy judgment throne, 
We will dare to meet thee, thou bleeding King of Cal- 
vary. If the separation must be made, oh separate 
now the righteous from the wicked! Now let thy 
people dweli in their own land, wherein the wicked 
cease their troubling forever! Now letthe mountain of 
the Lord’s house fill the earth! Now establish the 


righteous and peaceful dominion which is to have no 
end ! 

“The word that thou hast spoken concerning thy ser- 
vant, and concerning his house, establish it forever, and 
do as thou hast said,” 








Febraary 19, 1876.] 





WORDS OF WORKERS. 





BIBLE MARKING. 


[From The IWustrated Christian Week’y. | 


J HAT is the best commentary on the Bible? 
The one you make yourself. 

For this purpose you need a good reference Bible, a 
Bible text-book, a Bible Atlas (unless yours is a Teach- 
er’s Bible, which contains all these conveniences), a Con- 
cordancs, a black lead-pencil. or a good per and ink, 
and—brains. It is a great mistake to suppose that the 
first will suffice without the last. : 

We will suppose that your theme for study is the first 
chapter of J aa. Your B ble lies open before you, pre- 
senting the page, a fac-simile of which we give herewith 
from the large print edition of the Teacher’s Bible. You 
believe that no prophecy is of private interpretation. 
You therefore begin by asking the Spirit of Gou to open 
to you the truth contained for you in this chapter. Toen 
you read it over, at first rapidly; you aim to get a birde- 
eye view of it as a whole ; you see that (~~ 1b Title 
its theme is its character, office, and ‘ 
work of Christ. Your question then is 
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Ifa connection is needed with a reference to another 
page or verse, carry the fine line, which she calls a rai- 
way, to the margin, and write the reference there. 

Draw all lines with a ruler, and with a very sharp 
hard black-lead pencil, or with a fine pen and India ink, 
or some good black ink ; the latter is better. 

This is substantially the system of Bible marking em- 
ployed by Mr. Moody. It compels study; it requires the 
exercise of the memory ; it makes the Bible a doubly sa- 
cred book; the record of God’s Word becomes also the 
record of the Spirit’s teaching in your heart. 

Is should be added that a good Commentary is a great 
help ia such a study, in giving information as to the 
meaning of the origina! and other points, provided it is 
used as a help to study, not as a substitute for it. Mrs. 
Menzies uses Alford and refers to it by the following 
mark ,. But ther ader may easily mak his own sys- 
tem of notation to favorite writers, provided he does not 
have too many. 


[In this page from the Teacher’s Bible, there are many 
more references given than in the corresponding page of 





Bigster’s Bible. ] 
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How can they walk ‘‘so as he walked,” unless they be- 
hold his glory? How can they testify of things which 
they have never seen nor heard? It is of the very first 
importance that they should get to their Bibles. If we 
are to be strong muscular Christians, growing up into 
Christ in all things, it can only be as our thirst is quick- 
ened, and our love deepened, for the constant and prayer- 
ful study of the Word of God. 

To young Christians in particular, it is believed, the 
following plan will be of the greatest service, stimu!ating 
to a deeper search, and supplying a means of retaining 
all that is gained. 

One objection only has ever been raised against this 
method : viz , the peculiar appearance which the pages 
present when crossed by the “railways.” When properly 
marked, however, and the lines drawn with a fine pen, 
they are but little observed ; and the practical utility 
is so great, that to this, one gladly sacrifices the mere 
appearance. . . . 


EXPLANATIONS, 


The horizontal lines under the words, are called “un- 
derlines ;” and the diagonal lines are termed “ railways.” 
; 1 Underline the word or words with 

‘which a “railway” is to be connected. 
In any given verse, underline only 








this: What does this chapter teach me \ Sohne wae gba fe a a ith Lede 

of Chr'st? , The divintty ae Th Wo ¥ ~ "JOHN, I. John the Baptist’s testimony of Christ. 
The first thing that strikes you 18 —_ 6 There ° Was a tan sent from | CHAP. 1. 25 And they askéd him, and 

a number of names are given to him God, whose name wa\John. leMalachi3,1, | Said unto him, Why baptizest 

here. You count them: Light, Only ¥ The same came for a witness, ly Acts 13,95, | thou then, if thoft be not that 

begotten of the Father, Jesus Christ, ‘3 — ee pus ch , that Viet tht Christ, not Kliae/ neither that 

a all men through him mig e-| 4 Join2,8,_ | Prophet? 
Only-begotten Son, the Lord, the Lamb lieve. rs peut be 26 John answered them, saying, 


of God, Son of God, Master, Jesus of 


Nazareth, the Son of Joseph, King of | Ino S.3 








8 He 7 was not that Li 
P was sent to bear witnes 





the word or words required to convey 
the thought; leaving other words to be 



















nt, But 2 YVsalm 23, 6, 
4 1 Cor. 8 6, 
of that ACor. 8.6, 


Eph. 3, 9. stanc 














I ize with water: # but there 
eth one amnong you, whom 


_underlined in connection with other 
| thoughts which may occur hereafter. 

It often occurs that “railways” are 
| connected with two or three separate 
parts of ore verse. This can only be 
expressed by carefully observing the 
above rule, 























Israel, Son of Man. Then he is the Light. 1 17,__| ye know not; ; The connection between an underline 
Teacher, the Son of God, the Saviour 9 That ¥ was the trae Tizht,which | fieb. 1, 3 _27 He it is, wHo coming after me, and a “railway ” should always be made 
(Jesus Matt. 1: 2), the Master, the lighteth every man that cometh| Heb. 11, 3 is preferred | fefore me, whose at one end of the underline, and not in 
, te O into the world. Rey. 4, 1}. shoe's latchet/I am not ‘worthy to th iddle of derli 
Atoning Sacrifice, the Incarnate Ove, 10 He was in the w#rld, andthe | «Lake 19, 14. | unloose. Srccaes dies aan ae 
the true Man and therefore the perfect world was 2 by him, and the | + teaian 50,5, |_28. These things were done in Draw the “railways” on each page 
Example, the future King. You draw world knew him not. - ~ Romans 8,15, | Bethalawmpeyond Jordan, where as nearly as possible at the same angle ; 
a heavy black line under each title: 11 He * came uno his own, and| Gal325 | John was | aptising:~ 7Ey- ©) by so doing the print will be far less in- 
h in the accompany- 4 his own Yeceived him not. . 2 Peter 1, 4. 29 q ‘Thy next day John secth ty 36 terfered with. Aun 
you connect t em, a8 | Za./9 12 But@as y >CeLY m,! Liebn 3,1. Jesus coming unto him, and saith, | 6% A “rail ” tinued into th 
ing pege, by a light line, You now have ~ 40.458 to the power to become | 1 Or, the right, | Pehold ° the Ly of God. 4 which lLev/ a; railway’ continued in e mar- 
a body of Christology on a page of your Sr0.20.3 the gos of Gad, even to them that| or, privilese.’ | 9 taketh, away he sin/ of the gin and ended with a letter or number, 
Bible. If you have wrought this out for gfro3.z) believe on by : Dent. 30,6. | World #4 drt0- 2. } indicates that a similar continuation, 
ourself, you have done a good day’s Ror s/¥ 18 Which ye not of blood, | chap. 3, 5. 30 ‘This is he of whom I said, with a corresponding letter or number, 
woth certainly if you have taken home Foe Ee Pee ot Hot ot) dametlale, es eee ee My raga will be found elsewhere on the same 
. 1 e will of/man, Ti F 1 Perer 1, 23, oclore me: Jor he was j i 
to yourself the truth that he is your 14 And/' the Word™ was made |! Matth 1/20. | before me>Caket ce @ page (though it may be in the other col- 
King, your Saviour, your Sacrifice, your * flesh, ahd dwelt gr = (and 8 - _ a _e _ npt: -_ that — —_ ded with edi 
a le. we eld bis ty, the glory as John1,1. | he should be made manifest to a connection be needed with &@ dis- 
—— day you return to your study B45 7 of the ~ —————— Father.) | ™ 9m een 3. | a a am ¥ come bap. tant page, the same is indicated by con- 
° > * grace an * Heb, 2, 14. izing with water. z * “ $y ”: ; 
again. You take up a single passage, 154 John bare witn¢ss of bim,|2 5, | 32 And John bare rpcord, saying, tear3.76 4 UnDIng the “railway ” into the —a 
verses 12and 13. Who are the sons of and cried, saying, Thés was Ke of | 3 IZ. | Isaw the Spirit destending from#< 7:79 | and writing at the end of the railway 
God? As many as received him and when Zz age bat gometh —- 1. | Renrvens Bike a dove,fand it abode4«-422 — the — and verse with which it is 
were born of God. How? You put | 7. ae bre me: |” Col. 2, 3. upon Aim. ’ connected. 
* Pare for “he was befor# me. @ Col. 1, 17. 83 And I knew him not: but he (6 pgs ” 

our references now in requisition. You Feam§2\/7.16 And of his 7 fulngs ye all | * Eph. 1, 6. that sent me to baptize with A * railway rr often phar - 
ook them up. You turn to your Bible Ep-2:7.8 we received, apd g 2, Col. 2, 9. water, the same/said unto me, connect a verse with a group of j ottings, 
Text book under Regeneration. You 17 For the 7 Law/w: * Exodus 20,1. | Upon whom thofi shalt sce the ' or foot-notes. : 
pass by many texts that at another Moses, * but g i tRom, 5,21. | Spirit descendingj and remaining Never draw “railways” without a 
time will strike you, but do not now. by dys *etup. 14,6, /0n him, the, "sine. is he which small ruler, and a fine etcbing pen; and 
The result of your studies is embodied any time: ¥ Exod. 33, 20, | Daptize a the Holy Ghost. 


in a note at the foot of the page: They 
are born of the Spirit (John 3: 15); by 
the Word of God (1 Peter1 : 2,3); with 
the Word of truth (James 1:18); in 
Christ Jesus (1 Cor. 4: 13) ; whois him- 
self the Only-begotten Son of God (V. 
18). You have here in four verses of 
Scripture, the source, the instrument, the 
accompaniment, and the result of th 
new birth. You begin again: Wnrat is 
it to receive Christ? The resuit of your 
studies is embodied agsin in certain 
references which impress you and which 
you accordingly underscore, and in cer- 
tain other references, which you dis- 
cover, and therefore add in the margin. 

But you have not exhausted this sub- 
ject. You return to it on the morrow. 
You study the negatives, Not of blood ; 
nor of the will of the flesh ; nor of man; 
but of God. Your Concordance will tel) 
you the meaning of born of blood, if 
your own thought has not suggested it 
to you; the sons of God are not brought 
out by merely good breeding, good pa- 
rentage; Rom. 8: 3,4; 8.9, tell you 





ther, he hath dedlared Jim, 
19 | And this \s the record of 





me | “1 John 4, 9 
wal Prov. 8, 30. 


¥ Malachi 4, 5. 
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34 And I saw/ and bare record 
that this is the Bon of God. 
y after, 





35 4 Again, the next'd 
John stood, and two off his dis. 





John, when the Jews sent priests |*Luke 1.17. | ciples; 
and Levites from Jerusalem to ask | * Cipepieplieée | 3} And looking upon Jbsus ashe |V-29> 
him, Who art thou? “Isaiah 40,3. | walked, he saith, Behold/the Jam 
20 And he confessel, and denied | * Malachi 3,1. | of God! /s.45. 22, M¢6/2; 
not; but confessed, Iam not the | ¢ Exodus 12,3, |_37 And the two dis¢iples heard 
ey as . 1a eter 1, 19. esus, +/?to Fi FZ 
then? Art thou” Elias? And he| Rev. 5,6 38 Then Jesus turycd, and saw 
~. saith, * I am not. poy ee hn 41Cor.15,3, | them following, and saith unto 
(8.15 prophet ? And he answered, No,} Gal. 1, 4. them, What seek fe? They said 
22 Then said they w to him,| Heb. 3,3. unto him, Rabbi, (which is to say, 
Who art thou? that we may Heb, 2, 17, being interpreted, Master,) where 
on = “yar to on ~~ “yw 9, wl * dwellest thou?Le gis 4 
“ hat sayest thou o ohn 2,2, 39 He saith unto the WF 
thyself? Rev. 1, 5, “Ap 
23 He said, T am the-voice of one | ? Or, beareth. aks and, é : 
crying in the wilderness, Make | ¢ Acts 2, 4, him that day: for it vas Pabout 
straight the way of the Lord, as| +r, abides, | the tenth hour. 
Baic “ the prophet Hsa\as. 5 That was two | .40 One of the two Avhich heard 
24 And tl rhic j 
nd t 1ey W uich\were sent| hours before | John speak, and follgwed him, wag 
‘were of the Pharisees, bight. Andrew, Simon Pefcr’s brother. 
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be very careful that the underlines and 
the “railways” are drawn accurately. 

Draw all lines as lightly as possible, 
particularly the “ railways.” 

Make your own marginal refsrences 
as freely as possible, writing each verse 
against the other. Tnus:— 

Heb. 2 11 = Ex. 25,19: write Heb, 2. 11 
beside Ex. 25. 19; and Ex. 25. 19 beside 
Heb, 2 11. 

In all jottings or “notes,” be vary 

concise, so as to occupy little space. 


PREFATORY NOTE. 


It gives me the greatest pleasure to 
add my testimony to the value of this 
plan of Bible marking. Io these days 
when the very foundations of trath are 
assailed, we have but one refuge—the 
precious, unchangeable Word of God I 
conceive that we can scarcely be engaged 
in any service more useful, than in en- 
deavoring to facilitate and deepen the 
study of the Bible. 

I believe the suggestions in the fol- 
lowing plan will not only interest young 


| Christians, but will also help more ad- 


what is the meaning of /lesh, viz, man in his natural 
state; we are not born into the kingdom by our 
own resolution; the will of man is interpreted to you 
by 1 Cor. 3: 5-7; we are not brought into the kingdom 
ot God by human endeavors. There are three theories 
of moral refurm—good blood, strong will, good educa- 
tion—all repudiated ; and in contrast with them the true 
Scripture view, the new birth by the Spirit of God, as in- 
terpreted in your verses below. 

We have scarcely opened our theme; but we have 
done enough to give those of our readers who desire to 
study the Bible, and to preserve the results of their study 
in their Bible, some idea of how to do it. 

Every student will invent, to some extent, his own 
system, but certain principles of universal application 
are inculeated by Mrs. Stephen Menzies, of Bug and, 
from whose little book, “Hints on Bible Marking,” we 
have taken some of the markings, using however the 
Teacher’s Bible in place of Bagster’s, on account of its 
having more references. 

In any given verse underline on/y the word or words 
— to suggest the thought. 

onnect these wnderlines by the fine line, always at the 
end, never in the centre of the underline, 


HINTS ON BIBLE MARKING. 
BY MRS. STEPHEN MENZIES, 


{Published by Samuel Bagster & Sons. ] 


HE following plan of Bible marking has for many 

years been pursued by some who have given them- 
selves especially to searching into God’s Word; and the 
practical result is, that it has proved a greater help than 
perhaps any other to Bible study. “ 

Its peculiar advantage consists in this: that it affords 
a& means by which every fresh thought or idea may be 
committed to the pages of one’s Bible instead of to a 
note-book. This is done, as will be seen from the fol- 
lowing pages, either by “railways,” or by marginal ref- 
erences, or by concise Jottings in any spare corner of the 
page. As every new thought is gathered, it is at once 
committed to this safe repository. Thus one’s Bible be- 
comes enriched with these constant gleanings, and they 
are always at hand when studying or teaching. 

The study of God’s Word was perhaps never so much 
needed as at the present time. Hundreds of young con- 
verts throughout our land are rejoicing in their new- 
found peace. But what about their growth, their walk 











their testimony? How can they grow, unless they feed ? 


ees vanced believers, already engaged in 
Bible teaching ; inasmuch as this plan of Bible marking, 
with the insertion of side notes, marginal references, etc., 
converts the margins of one’s Bible into a note-book 
ready to hand at any moment. 

I heartily trust the plan will be carefully studied and 
extensively used ; and I doubt not but that here in this 
country, as in England, it will prove a great blessing. 

D. L. Moopy, 
Northfield, Mass., U. S. A. 
November 9th, 1875. 


Mr. Spurgeon commends the example of an aged 
Caristian whose Bible was in many places marked with 
the characters, ‘‘T. & P.” Upon inquiry it was found 





that this marking indicated promises she had tried for 
herself and proved. She believed all promises of God 
to be true; but these, she knew by precious experience 
to be so. They formed a record of God's dealings with 
herself. Her Bible was filled with land marks of the 
way in which she had been led. By reading from its pages 
she saw not only what God nad done for others, but aiso 





what he had done for her. Her life was interwoven 
with the Word of God. 
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Che Sunday School Cimes. 


PHILADELPHIA, FEBRUARY 19, 1876. 


NOTICES. 
Manuscripts for publication, and items of intelligence for this 
paper, should be addressed to H. Clay Trumbull, Editor, THe 
SunDAY Scuoo. Times, 610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 


Unaccepted manuscripts cannot be returned unless their writers 
make request accordingly, and inclose stamps for the postage, at the 
time they submit them, 


Letters concerning subscriptions or advertisements should be ad- 
dressed to John D. Wattles, Business Manager, THs SuNDAY SCHOOL 
Times, 610 Chestnut Street, Philadel phia. 


For terms of subscription, and for advertising rates, see PUBLISH- 
ER's DEPARTMENT. 


H, CLAY TRUMBULL, EDITOR. 
GEORGE A. PELTZ, ASSOCIATE’ EDITOR. 


Norice.—SuBsCRIBERS WHO DO NOT WISH THEIR 
PAPER DISCONTINUED WILL NEED TO SEND THEIR RE- 
NEWAIS BEFORE THE DATE OF EXPIRATION, WHICH I8 
PLAINLY PRINTED ON THE YELLOW LABEL OF ADDRESS. 
THE PAPER WILL BE STOPPED TO SUBSCRIBERS NOT 
RENEWING BY THAT DATE. 


Ir is necessary for us to repeat the statement that we 
cannot make use of anonymous contributions. For our 
own protection we must know from whom any article 
we publish is received, although we shall not make the 
name public without the writer’s consent. 


ANOTHER gathering of the workers is announced for 
July 19-26, at the camp ground upon Wills’s [sland, one 
of the famous Thousand Islands of the upper St. Law- 


rence This convocation has a name above all the names 
thus far given. It is called the ‘‘Sunday School Parlia- 
ment,” 


Jw continuation of our series of papers on the Bible 
and its uses, we are glad to give this week the Hints on 
Bible Marking from the little work by Mrs. Menzies, re- 
cently published by the Bagsters, together with an article 
on the same subject from The I//ustrated Christian Weekly 
We are indebted to the courtesy of the publishers of the 
last named paper for the elec:rotype of a specimen page 
of the Teacher's Bible, which illustrates so well the plan 
of marking rec »mmended. 


WE recently made mention of the fact that copies of 
the map illustrating the lessons of the current quarter, 
as published in the “ Scholars’ Quarterly,” were printed 
separately, in outline for use in review exercises. We 
now add that copies of the map with the names of the 
places inserted, as in the “ Quarterly,’’ are also published 
separately for use in class or home study. They can be 
obtained from Mr. Wattles, the business manager, at the 
same price as the outline maps: on cardboard, $4 per 
hundred copies; on paper, $2 per hundred; a smaller 
number at the same rate. 


AGAIN the question comes, Who is Chloe Lankton for 
whom contributions are frequently acknowledged in the 
columns of THE SUNDAY ScHooL TimE3? Chloe Lank- 
ton is an invalid, who for more than twenty years has 
been confined to her bed in her quiet home among the 
hills of Litchfield County, Connecticut. She is a pa- 
tient sufferer, sustained by grace, and her cheerful testi 
mony, in all these years, to the joys of a Saviour’s pres- 
ence in sickness and bereavement has brought many 
hearts to realize anew God’s power and readiness to 
comfort those who trust him Her story was first told to 
the public in a series of letters in The Independent, Then 
it was published ina little volume by the American 
Sunday School Union, For at least fifteen years con- 
tributions have been received by THe SuNDAY SCHOOL 
T1MEs in aid of this patient, afflicted, and trustful child 
of God. Her posto-flice address is New Hartford, Conn, 


For so long a time the New York Sunday School 
Teachers’ Association has held its monthly meetings at 
the Fourth Avenue Presbyterian Church, that it will not 
be easy to bring all the frequanters of those meetings to 
boar in mind the announced change of placa, Bat the 
February meeting, on Monday evening next, is to be 
held at the Broadway Tabernacle, corner of Sixth Avenue 
and Thirty-fourth Street, The Rev. Dr. W. J. Tucker 
is to expvu d the lesson of the following Suaday—The 
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Ark Brought to Z on; and the Rev. Dr. J. F. Harst, of 
Drew Theological Seminary, is to give an address on 
“The use of the imagination in teaching.” Until fur- 
ther notice the regular meetings of the association, on 
the third Monday evening of each month, will be held at 
the Broadway Tavernacle The normal-class meets every 
Thursday, at 4 p.m., at the chapel of the Fourth Avenue 
Presbyterian Church, This class is led for the present 
by Ralph Wells. 


Eaca series of meetings led by Messrs. Moody and 
Sankey since they landed in this country on their return 
from Europe has been in advance of all that went before 
it. The New York meetings seem, all things considered, 
to be more influential in the line of work attempted than 
even the earlier meetings of the Philadelphia series. 
“ The meetings in the Hippodrome are simply a wonder,” 
writes an intelligent correspondent who has known Mr. 
Moody in his special labors for nearly twenty years. We 
give a sketch of the opening meeting of the series, by the 
Rev. J. Spencer Kennard; also an abstract report of the 
meetings, under the head of Progress of the Kingdom. 
But those who would know all that is said and done at 
the meetings should take and read the New York Daily 
Tribune, The reports given in that paper are marvels of 
completeness ard accuracy. Probably Mr. Moody was 
never so faithfully reported in his preaching as by in 
that paper. An immense amount of good is likely to be 
done by such reports of a series of meetings of this kind 
in a paper with the circalation and influence of The 
Tribune. 

Pans for the Centennial year would be indeed imper- 
fect if they did not include a part for the children. The 
history of this country is of more importance to young 
people than to older ones. Indeed what the country is 
to be, and what its people are to do for the next century, 
is a question of greater moment than what has been done 
in the last century. The greatest value of the past isin 
its influence on the present and for the future. In this 
view of the case a special interest attaches to “The Jubi- 
lee Record of the Centennial Band,” as proposed and 
outlined by Charles W. Jenkins, of New York City. 
Mr. Jenkins is publisher of Work and Play. He asks 
children throughout the country to read during the year 
some book of American history or biography, and to 
devote regularly a certain portion of their work or spend- 
ing money as a centennial offering to some unselfish 
object approved by their parents or teachers. The names 
of those who fulfill these conditions are to be enrolled on 
an illuminated parchment scroll, and displayed at the 
exhibition. The proposal will doubtless induce many 
children to do well in the direction indicated ; hence it 
is to be approved. Mr. Jenkins will explain the project 
more fully in our columns next week. 


THE PLAINFIELD CONGRESS. 


T is evident that the Sanday School Congress, at 
Plainfield next month, is to bean important gather- 
ing in its membership and deliberations. Dr. Vincent 
has rare qualifications as a “ master of assemblies,” both 
in organizing and guiding a conference of Christian 
workers, avd he is planning for systematic and thorough 
service in all the departments inc'uded in this Congress, 
Two sessions will be held each day for the discussion 
of the three themes: 1. ‘ Tae present lesson system;” 
2. “Sunday-school conventions, institutes, and normal- 
classes; 3. “The Sunday-school superintendent and his 
work.” Many of the best known and most experienced 
Sunday-school workers of the country are to be present 
for a share in the deliberations of the Congress. Each 
evening an address on some important topic is promised 
by a distinguished pastor. The Rev. Des, Henson and 
Hatfield, of Pailadelphia, and Hall and Deems, of New 
York, are already announced for this service. 

On Saturday evening, March 4, the “ Congress choir” 
will rehearse. The preliminary services of the Congress 
are to be held on Sunday evening. Four mass-meet- 
ings are arranged for in different churches of the city, 
with addresses from delegates and city pastors. Chap- 
lain McCabe is to spend that Sunday in Plainfield, and 
will sing in the evening. Doubtless many who attend 
the Congress from abroad will be there on Sunday. All 
are invited to do so. 

This Congress is not summoned to carry any particular 
point of policy. It is designed as a free conference of 
those who, as publishers, editors, writers, thinkers, 
workers, are interested in the advancement of the Sun- 
day-school work; that they may compare views, and 
learn what is the true condition, and what are the ur- 
gent needs of the Sunday-school cause at the present 
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time, and so be the better fitted to labor judiciously and 
eff-ctively for its prosperity. A conference of this cha- 
racter for such a purpose ought to be instrumental in 
great good if only it is well attended and well conducted. 
Tae Congress bids fair to be both. 


DEATH BEFORE DISHONOR. 


HE fact, that in more than one instance within the 
past two years a cashier has opened the vault of his 
bank to robbers, rather than have his brains blown out, 
has naturally raised the question if it is a man’s duty to 
betray a trust merely to preserve his life. A practical 
question of this kind is worthy of consideration by parents 
and teachers, that they may counsel properly those who 
look to them for instruction. 

That a man may rightly give away any portion or the 
whole of his own property, rather than yield his life, is 
not an open question. Whatever fairly belongs to him- 
self he may dispose of at his pleasure. Any vault 
which covers only his personal possessions he is at liberty 
to open to whom he pleases. But that which is com- 
mitted to him as a trust is to be viewed in quite another 
light. Unless it is guarded by him at all involved 
hazar 1s he is faithless toduty. If he betrays his trust to 
save his life he clearly puts his life before duty and 
honor. He does wrong because he thinks he can make 
most bysuch a course. His integrity was in the market. 
Its price was offered. He sold out. A cashier would 
surely have no right to show robbers into the bank vault 
at mid-day. He would be properly counted a sharer with 
them if he did so. If he actually gets out of bed at mid- 
night and goes to the bank to open the vault for robbers, 
he is no less a participant in their crime than he would 
be by showing them the way to the vault in the day 
time. It only aggravates the case for him to say that he 
did this because he was offered a large price for so doing. 

Suppose a soldier was on duty as a sentry in war time, 
would it be right for him to allow the enemy to pass his 
post because he was threatened with death if he refused ? 
Must he not take just that risk when he is put on guard? 
Is the standard of integrity and faithfulness to duty to 
be lower in civil life than in the armv? Is a man to 
count his own life as precious ab v+ everything else 
which he holds dear? Would he never risk it for wife 
and children? If he would die rather than sacrifice 
them, ought he not to be willing to yield his life before 
he would be faithless to a sacred trust, and become a 
partner of thieves? The cashier who would open a bank 
vault to robbers under a threat of death would be quite 
as likely to take money from it for his own benefit as for 
theirs, if the inducsment to this course was great enough. 
If he would commit one crime to save his life, he would 
hardly refrain from repeated acts of wrong doing so long 
as the pressure lasted. 

The suggestion that most men would succumb to the 
pressure, if they were fairly in the robbers’ hands, does 
not meet the case. Peter’s denial of his Master could 
not be justified by the declaration that almost any one 
would have done as he did. Most criminals insist that 
their course was the best one to pursue, all things con- 
sidered, and that whoever was in their place would 
do the same. If a thing is wrong in itself it is not made 
right by the frequency of its commission. But, on the 
other hand, in our own day, men by the million, north 
and south, were found ready to risk their lives for the 
right as they understood it ; and there are other millions 
who would do this again if necessary. Satan declared, 
‘All that a man hath will he give for his life ;” but it was 
a lie when he said it and it is no nearer the truth now 
thanthen. There are bank cashiers who would die before 
they would open to robbers the vault they are set to 
guard. More of them ought to be of this spirit. 

The Bible teachings, both of precept and example, 
are explicit and conclusive on this point. Joseph’s ques- 
tion, when tempted to betray his master’s trust, in the 
house of Potiphar, was not, ‘‘ Will it be safe for me to 
refuse?” but “How can I do this great wickedness, and 
sin against God?” When the Hebrew young men in 
Babylon were threatened with death if they refused to 
bow before Nebuchadnezzar’s image they declared that 
God could save them from death. “But if not,” they 
added, ‘‘be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not 
serve thy gods, nor worship the golden,image which thou 
hast set up.” They were not sure that they should live. 
They were sure they would not do wrong to save their 
lives. Joseph and Shadrach would have made good 
cashiers. They would not have opened a bank vault 
over which they were set in charge, merely to save their 
lives from robbers. Queen Esther’s decision was, when 
the occasion tested her courage and devotion, “I go in 
unto the king.” As to the risk involved she said, “ And 
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if I perish, I perish.” It would be well to have a female 
cashier of some of our banks, if a woman of Esther’s 
stamp could be found. “Should such a man as I flee?” 
asked Nehemiah, when counseled to put his life before 
duty. He thought the suggestion so unmanly that he 
added, “ And who is there that being as I am, would go 
into the temple to save his life? Iwill not goin?” The 
disciple of Jesus is commanded by his Master to be will- 
ing to yield everything he has, “ yea and his own life 
also,” in defence of the right. “We ought to obey God 
rather than men,” is the true doctrine for all who would 
be right and do right. 

Death before dishonor is a safe principle of action. 
The right is worth dying for. If a man will betray a 
trust to save his life, his integrity is by his own confes- 
sion of less value than his life—and such a life as that 
is worth very little to the world, however it is valued by 
himself. 


“HOLD THE FORT.” 
HYMN which newly finds favor with God’s people 
must stand the fire of sharp criticism. ‘“ Nearer 
my God to thee,” “ Jesus paid it all,” “ I want to be an 
angel,” each took its turn as a target, and remained 
erect in spite of every effort to bring it down. 

Just now, “ Hold the Fort” is called in question for 
its spirit and teachings. A number of critics have ex- 
pressed themselves adversely to this hymn. The argu- 
ments against it are perhaps best stated in the Richmond 
Religious Herald, which attempts to riddle it with a series 
of questions: “ What fort isto be held?” “ Who are 
these heroes holding the fort in the absence of Jesus?” 
“Should the fort be held by its brave defenders until 
Christ comes to raise the siege, how will the honor of its 
deliverance be divided between the commander-in-chief 
and the courageous garrison?” “Does not the language 
breathe a martial rather than a devotional spirit ?” 

Answers to these questions are best found in the Bible. 
There, a martial spirit is commended in Christians, by the 
“Captain of their salvation.” They are told to “ put 
on the whole armor of God,” that they “ may be able to 
withstand in the evil day; and, having done all, to 
stand.” Each of them is called to “endure hardness as a 
good soldier of Jesus Christ.” He is to “ fight the good 
fight of faith.” The personal station of each child of 
God, or soldier of Christ, is in a sense a fort. God says 
to him, “I have set thee for a tower and a fortress among 
my people.” The message of the Commander is, to 
every occupant of a spiritual fortress here in an enemy’s 
country, “‘ That which ye have already, hold fast till I 
come ;” or, a8 it might be paraphrased, “ Hold the fort 
for Iam coming.” He calls his soldiers to “ watch,” to 
“ fight,’ to “resist,” ‘till he come;” and his word of 
cheer is, “ Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which 
thou hast, that no man take thy crown.” Is there any 
better response, one less boastful, or more reliant and 

rustful, for a soldier of Christ, to signal from his fort to 
his coming Lord—to him whose assurance is, ‘“‘ My grace 
is sufficient for thee’’—than “ By thy grace I will”? 

Really it would seem as if the criticisms of this hymn 
rested on its Scripturalness. There are a good many 
truths in the Bible which the critics are disposed to find 
fault with. When these truths are put into a hymn it 
is easier to sneer at them than while they are only on 
the sacred page. 


BRIEFLY. 


—_———_——_- 





—Tf you can pull, pull away; if not, stand aside,” is an 
Oriental proverb which is not inapplicable in Sunday-school 
work. 

—The Richmond Religious Herald reports a man in Ten- 
nessee who says he is not going to this Centennial but is 
bound to be “at the next.” 

—A little boy, in this city, was found to be singing two 
lines of a favorite hymn, in this way : 


“ Halle New-year ‘tis come ; 
I believe I’m a son.’’ 


—In the long run a Sunday-school is just what its superin- 
tendent would have it to be. He gives to it his impress— 
unless, indeed, he has no power over it; and then it suits 
him as it is. 

—It is said that to walk through all the aisles of the Cen- 
tennial Exhibition buildings one must travel seventy-two 
miles. Visitors who do the thing thoroughly will have to 
take a second day for it. 

—No bishop in his denomination wields more influence 
than Vincent,” says The Methodist Recorder. “ His hold upon 
the youth is one which gives him wonderful power for good, 
and he appreciates his opportunities and improves his gift 
and place to the honor of the Master.” 
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—A correspondent of The Central Baptist, in a serious me- 
morial sketch of a Baptist clergyman, remarks that he “ was 
not a belligerent man.” Then he tells of his driving a 
Presbyterian neighbor out of his barn with a pitchfork,” and 
adds suggestively, that he “ was of a fraternal spirit.” 

—lIn the opinion of the Washington Republican, the shut- 
ting of the Centennial exhibition on Sundays “ would level 
a terrific blow at morality and religion.” The religious 
fervor of the opponents of Sunday as a day of rest and wor- 
ship is quite alarming. It will bring some of these editors to 
the insane asylum—or to some more appropriate place of 
confinement. 


—Why doesn’t some really good man pretend to be a 
rogue, to commend himself to the public and make friends 
with the ungodly? The frequency with which bad men pre- 
tend to a life of Christian faith and practice to enable them 
to cheat men of the world, looks as if Christianity with all 
the faults of its professors had a good name among money- 
changers. 

—A Sunday-school teacher ought to be sure that his 
scholar is not already a disciple of the Lord Jesus before he 
plies him with appeals to surrender himself in faith, Many 
a child who is not yet enrolled with God’s people is one with 
them in spirit. It behooves a teacher to study carefully and 
with tenderness as to a scholar’s present condition before he 
urges him to change it. 

—It is commonly thought that about as safe a place as any 
for a child is in bed at its own home; yet it appears that just 
there fully three hundred children in each year are smoth- 
ered by careless mothers, or otherwise suffocated, in the cen- 
tral district of Middlesex, England, alone. A good deal 
depends on the care which is taken of a child, in the best of 
places. Not every child is safe even in the Sunday-school. 
Some are smothered there; some are starved; some are 
poisoned. But this does not show that either the home or 
the Sunday-school is a bad place for children. 


WITH A WORD OF COMMENT. 


——_@——— 


N response to our comments on an article in The 
Examiner and Chronicle concerning Dr. Vincent and 

the Brooklyn Sunday School Union, comes this state- 
ment : 

Eprror Sunpay Scuoou Times. The writer of the arti- 
cle you criticise in your issue of Feb. 5, on “ Normal Class 
Expenses,” wishes to say that he had no thought in that 
article to reflect on Dr. Vincent. He agrees with you in 
the estimate of Dr. Vincent’s labors in Brooklyn, and the 
great good his course achieved. At great personal incon- 
venience, and at much personal loss, Dr. Vincent agreed to 
inaugurate the Normal Course. It was distinctly understood 
that all Dr. Vincent’s personal expenses should be paid. 
Without the privilege of printing his schedule, under his 
own eyes, at his own home, Dr. Vincent could not have 
conducted the class at all. The item complained of was 
caught up as a journalistic item of news, without a thought 
that it could be used to the annoyance of the friends of so 
meritorious and successful a worker as Dr. Vincent.—Out- 
LOOK. 


There is no lack of books of fiction for the Sunday- 
school library. Books of fact which are so written as to 
be entertaining as well as instructive to young people 
are not so abundant, but there are more published than 
are yet used generally in the Sunday-school. If a super- 
intendent knows what class of books he prefers for his 
Sunday-school he can fiad them. “If you don’t see 
what you want, ask for it,” is the advice given in stores 
where they have a little of everything for sale. It is 
appropriate in the hunt for “good” library books. A 
friend writes as to the lack in this line: 

I do not know how the great work can be done; but that 
there is need of a change seems to be certain. A lady I 
conversed with on the subject lately said that she found no 
good history for children except Dickens’s Child’s History of 
England. Another friend suggested the inquiry whether it 
is possible to have a wider range of subjects for Sunday- 
school books, including some not proper for Sabbath read- 
ing, and not cause the proper observance of the Sabbath to 
be impaired thereby. 


One who uses the “Scholars’ Quarterly” writes to ask 
by what authority Ramah is located near Bethlehem, in 
the Quarterly Dictionary, and on the accompanying Map. 
He says that “other authorities place it about six miles 
north of Jerusalem, on the way to Bethel.” As Ramah 
is one of the disputed localities, it is not easy to suit all 
by any designation of its probable position. S»me maps 
give it several times over in different localities, The 
fullowing note from the gentleman who compiled the 





Quarterly Dictionary—on the authority which the map 
was made up—gives his view of the case: 

With reference to the location of “Ramah,” the compiler 
of the Dictionary has to say, that it seemed to him the view, 
which places Ramah a short distance from Bethlehem, com- 
ports best with the circumstances mentioned in 1 Samuel 9 
and 10. Gesenius pronounces in favor of this view, and so 
do Dr. Robinson, Van de Velde, and Dr. Bonar. Thomson, 
in the Land and Book, also thinks it not improbable that a 
place in this vicinity may have been called Ramah, as this 
was a very common name for elevated towns. See Vol. 2, 
pp. 503. At the same time he is well aware that there is much 
that can be said against this location of Ramah and in favor 
of a site to the north or northwest of Jerusalem. As it is a 
matter of no very great consequence, and one in which au- 
thorities are wonderfully “mixed,” he suggests that all who 
are determined to be exact, consult Smith’s Unabridged Bible 
Dictionary on “Ramah” and weigh the mass of evidence 
there given on all the theories. If after this be done, it is 
concluded that Ramah is to be placed, according to Mr. 
Grove, four miles northwest of Jerusalem, or, according to 
Ewald, five miles beyond that in the same direction —so be it. 
It will be observed that the Dictionary says “ probably near 
Bethlehem.” 


There is a suggestion in these words from “ Eta,” 
which is worthy of frequent repetition to all who would 
teach the little ones at home or in the Sunday-school : 


IT am afraid we infant-class teachers do not realize how 
literally a child understands the most that it hears. We 
use illustrations and figures; they are interested, and there 
may be a few that grasp the spiritual truth we would teach ; 
but the majority see only the picture and remember only 
the story, or so literalize the illustration that it serves 
rather to darken than to elucidate the truth. This fact 
has been made more evident to me recently by a closer 
intimacy with childhood, and the view thus gained of 
the inner workings of a child’s mind. Crude thoughts and 
fancies such as we would scarcely imagine possible are often 
suggested by some figure or misunderstood illustration, 
which hours of earnest explanation will scarcely remove. 
For instance, after the lesson on “ Jesus lifted up,” one 
little girl in her bed-time talk asked softly, “ Where would we 
have been crucified if Jesus had not been crucified for us?” 
This question she would not have asked in any other than a 
tender confiding mood, and consequently might have held 
the strange fancy for years. She had heard over and over 
again that Jesus died for us,—that we deserved to die, but 
he became our substitute ;—it was perfectly natural that she 
should have literalized the idea, and supposed that it was 
the painful death of the cross from which he saved us. How 
long she had wondered where her individual Calvary would 
have been, I do not know ; but certain I am that the childish 
question opened the eyes of one infant-class teacher to see 
how easily false impressions are made, and sent her to her 
knees for more wisdom and grace that she might be enabled 
to make the truth so clear that even the youngest and dullest 
shall understand and receive it.—Era. 


The dangers of a European school life to American 
youth have been set forth by more than one well in- 
formed and judicious writer. A private letter from an 
American lady in Paris touches on this question, as well 
as on other points of interest to those from this country 
who would send their sons and daughters to France for 
an education. The writer says: 


“Tf I had any strength for work of any kind, I would not 
need to cross the ocean to find an extensive field for the 
exercise of charitable impulses; for there is work here, 
among only the Americans stranded here, which is crying 
for the workers ;—suffering in every place, wickedness, 
drunkenness, blasphemy, more than I had dreamed could be 
possible in a foreign land. I have had brought to my notice 
three societies here formed by Americans for the protection 
and relief of Americans, and still there is a class toward 
whom as yet there seems to be no hand stretched out. I 
mean the young girls left here and in other cities to be edu- 
cated, without any one to control them save teachers, who 
are willing for the money they receive, not only to allow, but 
to help on intrigue and sin. I have heard of some cases 
which have made my heart ache, and I suppose I have no 
idea of the half which might be told. With the knowledge 
of what the foreiga men are, young girls are allowed to go 
out with them alone in the evenings, and but a short time 
ago two young girls escaped from the gentlemen (?) who had 
taken them to the opera, only after they had their clothing 
nearly torn from them, and they both lost their bonnets. 
These young girls, belonging to fine families in America, had 
been placed in a Parisian finishing school, and this was the 
result of the experiment. How American women, who have 
lived here for twelve and fifteen years, can bear it in silence 
is more than I can understand. This has come to me lately 
with astonishing force, and I feel as if I ought to be a mother 
to all the young girls left here without restraint.” 
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SPECIMEN EXERCISES. 


GIVING. 
AN EXERCISE FOR THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL CONCERT, OR FOR 
MISSIONARY SUNDAY. 
BY JOHN F. SEARLES, JR. 
Hynn Py 
“ All hail the power of Jesus’ name.” 
Scripture Lesson : 
Isaiah 35: 1-10. 
Prayer : 
Anthem: 
“ We praise thee, O God.” 
Upon the blackboard the following outline of the exercise 
should stand conspicuously. 


GIVING. 


I. GOD AS THE GIVER. 

Il. IT IS OUR DUTY TO GIVE. 
Ht. TO WHOM WESHOULD GIVE. 
IV. THE REWARDS OF GIVING. 


Superintendent.—We are now to consider the subject of 
“Giving.” ‘The special points to which we shall turn atten- 
tion are stated on the board. Please read them as I point. 
(Superintendent points to them one by one, and the school 
repeats in concert.) We are to consider, 

I, GOD AS THE GIVER,— 

1. Of temporal gifts—Name some of the persons to whom 
he gave temporal gifte, and also some of the gifts bestowed. 

Ciass No. 1.—He gave to Abram. 

And the Lord appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will 
I give this land; and there builded he an altar unto the Lord, who 
appeared uuto him (Gen, 12:7), 

Class No. 2.—He gave to Iaaac. 


And the land which I gave Abraham and Isaac, to thee I will give 
it, and to thy seed after thee will I give the land (Gen. 35: 12). 


Class No 3.—He gave to Israel. 


And the Lord gave unto Israel a)l the land which he sware to give 
unto their fathers; and they possessed it, and dwelt therein And 
the Lord gave them rest round about, according to all that he sware 
unto their fathers; and there stood not a man of all their enemies 
before them; and the Lord delivered all their’ enemies into their 
hand (Josh. 21: 43, 44), 


Class No. 4.—He gave to Solomon. 

And God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding exceeding 
much, and largeness of heart, even as the sand that is on the sea- 
shore (1 Kings 4: 29). 

Class No. 5.—He gave a deliverer. 

And the Lord Gave Israel a Saviour, so that they went out from 
under the hand of the Syrians: and the children of Israel dwelt in 
their tents, as beforetime (2 Kings 13 : 5), 

Class No, 6.—He gave statutes. 


And I gave them my statutes, and showed them my judgments, 
which ifa man do, he shall even live in them (Ezek. 20:11). 


Class No 7.—He gave sabbaths. 

Moreover, also T gave them my sabbaths, to be a sign between me 
and them, that they might know that I am the Lord that sanctify 
them (Ezek. 20; 12). 

Class No, 8.—He gave prosperity. 

First Scholar : 

Nevertheless, he left not himself without witness, in that he did 
good, and gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our 
hearts with food and gladness (Acts 14 : 17), 

Second Scholar : 


Every man also to whom God hath given riches and wealth, and 
hath given him power to eat thereof, and to take his portion, and to 
rejoice in his labor; this is the gift of God (Keel. 5: 19). 

Class No, 9.—He gave the ministry to his church. 

And I, behold, I have taken your brethren the Levites from among 


the children of Israel: to you they are given as a gift for the Lord, to 
do the service of the tabernacle of the congregation (Numb. 18 : 6). 


Hymn: 


“T love thy church, 0 God.” 

Superiniendent.—But God is the giver,— 

2. Of eternal gifts. Name some of these, with the Scriptures 
which show them to be gifts of God. 

Class No. 10.—He gave Jesus. 

First Scholar : 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life (John 8: 16), 

Second Scholar : 

Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this 
present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father (Gal. 
Te 


Third Scholar : 


Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time (1 
Tim, 2: 6). 


Fourth Scholar : 

Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, 
and purity unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works 
(Tit, 2: 14), 

Class No. 11.—He gave the Holy Spirit. 

First Scholar : 

And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak 
with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance (Acts 2: 4). 

Second Scholar : 


And as I began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us at 
the beginning. Forasmuch then as God gave them the like gift as 
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he did unto us, who believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, what was I 
that I could withstand God? (Acts 11: 15, 17.) 


Third Scholar : 

If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your chil- 
dren: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to them that ask him? (Luke 11: 13.) 

Class No. 12.—He gives us sonship. 


But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that believe on his name (John 1: 12). 


Class No. 13.—He gives heirship. 


Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; andif a son, then 
an heir of God through Christ (Gal. 4: 7). 


Class No. 14.—He gives more than we can know or tell. 

Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear 
what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall 
be like him: for we shall see him as he is (1 John 3: 2). 


Hymn: 
“More to Follow.” 


Pastor: 

He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, 
i he not with him also freely give us all things? (Rom. 

Superintendent —We have seen Gd as the giver,—of what 
classes of gifts? (School responds, 1. Of temporal gifts; 2. Of 
eternal gifts.) What is our next topic? He points, and the 
school recites,— 

II. IT IS OUR DUTY TO GIVE. 


Superintendent.—What is it our duty to give? 
Class No. 15.—It is our duty to give ourselves. 
First Scholar : 


My son, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes observe my ways 
(Proy. 23: 26). 


Second Scholar : 


And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to 
the Lord, and unto us by the will of God (2 Cor. 8; 5). 


Class No. 16.—It is the duty of all to give something. 
First Scholar : 


Every man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the 
Lord thy God which he hath given thee (Deut. 16: 17). 


Second Scholar : 


For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to that 
aman hath, and not according to that he hath not (2 Cor. 8: 12 


Third Scholar: 


But rather give alms of such things as ye have: and, behold, all 
things are clean unto you (Luke 11: 41), 


Fourth Scholar: 

And whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these little ones, a 
cup of cold water only, in the name of a disciple, verily I say unto 
you, he shall in no wise lose his reward (Matt. 10: 42). 

Superintendent.—How shall we give? 

First Teacher.—We should give willingly. 

Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring me an offering: 
of every man that giveth it willingly with his heart ye shall take my 
offering (Ex. 25: 2). 

Second Teacher.—We should give cheerfully. 

Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so /e' him give; 
not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver (2 
Cor. 9: 7). 

Adult Class.—We should give liberally. 

First Scholar : 

Freely ye have received, freely give (Matt. 10: 8). 


Second Scholar : 


But the liberal deviseth liberal things; and by liberal things shall 
he stand (Isa. 32: 8). 


. 


Third Teacher.—We should give with simplicity. 
He that giveth, let him do it with simplicity (Rom. 12: 8). 


Fourth Teacher.—We should labor to give. 


Let him that stole, steal no more: but rather let him labor, work 
ing with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to 
give to him that needeth (Eph. 4: 28). 


Fifth Teacher.—We should sacrifice to give. 


Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou 
hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: 
and come and follow me (Matt. 19:21). 


Adult Class —We should give systematically. 
First Scholar : 


And this stone, which I have set for a pillar, shall be God’s house: 
and of all that thou shall give me, | will surely give the tenth unto 
thee (Gen, 28 ; 22). 


Second Scholar : 


To whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all; first being by in- 
terpretation King of righteousness, and after that also King ot Salem, 
which 1s, King of peace . . . Now consider how great this man was, 
aphe whom even the patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of the spoils 
(Heb. 7:2, 4). 

Third Scholar : 


Likewise shalt thou do with thine oxen, and with thy sheep: seven 
days it shall be with his dam ; on the eighth day thou shalt give it me 
(Ex, 22:30). 

Fourth Scholar : 

Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in 
store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when | 
come . .. And when I come, whomsoever ye shall approve by your 
letters, them will I send to bring your liberality unto Jerusalem 
(1 Cor. 16: 2, 3). 

Pastor.—We should keep on giving. 


In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not 
thine hand; for thou knowest not whether shall prosper, either this 
or that, or whether they both shal be alike good (Keel 11:6). 


Hymn: 


“Something for Jesus.” 
Superintendent.—W hat two points have we now considered ? 
(Indicates on board, the school responding.) What subor- 
dinate points have we considered undeneach of these main 








heads? (School responds.) What is our next topic? (School 
reads. ) 
III. TO WHOM WE SHOULD GIVE. 


Class No. 17.—We should give to the Lord in his church. 
First Scholar : 


Three times in a year shall all thy males appear before the Lord 
thy God in the place which he shall choose; in the feast of un- 
leavened bread, and in the feast of weeks, and in the feast of taber- 
nacles; and they shall not appear before the Lord empty: every 
man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the Lord thy 
God which he hath given thee (Deut. 16:16, 17). 


Second Scholar : 


But thou shalt remember the Lord thy God: for i/ is he that giveth 
thee power to get wealth, that he may establish his covenant which 
he sware unto thy fathers, as i/ is this day (Deut. 8: 18). 


Third Scholar : 


And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land, or of 
the fruit of the tree, is the Lord’s: it is holy unto the Lord. And 
concerning the tithe of the herd, or of the flock, even of whatsoever 
passeth under the rod, the tenth shall be holy unto the Lord (Ley. 
27 : 30, : 


7 : 30, 32). 
Fourth Scholar : 


Honor the Lord with thy substance, and with the first-fruits of all 
thine increase (Prov. 3:9). 


Class No. 18.—We should give to the Lord in his poor. 

First Scholar : 

He that hath pity upon the poor, lendeth unto the Lord 
which he hat given will he pay him again (Prov. 19:17 

Second Scholar : 

He answereth and saith unto them, He that hath two coats, let him 


impart to him that hath none; and he that hath meat, let him do 
likewise (Luke 3:11). 


Third Scholar : 


Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not high- 
minded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who 
giveth us richly all things to enjoy; that they do good, that they he 
rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate (1 
Tim. 6 : 17,18). 


and that 


Li). 


Infant Class —We should give to our enemies. 

Ifthine enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat; and if he be 
thirsty, give him water to drink (Prov. 25: 21). 

Class No. 19 —We should give to the heathen. 

First Scholar : 


And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen 
through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In 
thee shall all nations be blessed (Gal. 3 : 8). 


Second Scholar : 


Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptising them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; teaching them 
to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you ; and lo, I 
am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen (Matt. 
28: 19, 20). 


Superintendent : 


Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it after many 
days. Give a portion toseven, and also to eight; for thou knowest 
not what evil shall be upon the earth (Eccl. 11:1, 2). 

Hymn: 

“Rescue the perishing.” 

Superintendent.— What is our next topic ? (School recites.) 

IV. THE REWARDS OF GIVING, 


Superintendent.—Please state some of these rewards. 
Class No. 20: 


I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to 
support the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how 
he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive (Acts 20: 55). 


Class No. 21: 
Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, 
and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your 


bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal, it shall be 
measured to you again (Luke 6: 38). 


Class No. 22: 

A good man showeth favour, and lendeth: he will guide his affairs 
with discretion (Psa. 112: 5.) 

Class No. 23: 

He hath dispersed, he hath given to the poor; his righteousness 
endureth for ever; his horn shall be exalted with honor (t’sa. 112: 9 

Class No 24: 

He that despiseth his neighbour sinneth: but he that hath merey 
on the poor, happy ts he (Prov. 14: 21). 

Class No. 25: 

He that hath a bountiful eye shall be blessed; for he giveth of his 
bread to the poor (Proy. 22: 9). 

Class No. 26: 

He that giveth unto the poor shall not lack: but he that hideth his 
eyes shall have many a curse (Proy. 28: 27). 

Infant Class : 


Blessed is he that considereth the poor: the Lord will deliver him 
in time of trouble (Psa. 41: 1) 


Class No. 27: 

There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth : and f+ere is that with 
holdeth more than is meet, but it fendeth to poverty. The liberal 
soul shall be made fat: and he that watereth shall be watered also 
himself (Prov. 11: 24, 25). 

Superintendent : 

For God és not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, 


which ye have shewed toward his name, im that ye have ministered 
to the saints, and do minister (Heb. 6: 10 


Pastor : 

Therefore, as ye abound in every thing, ia faith, and utterance, and 
knowledge, and in all diligence, and m your love to us, see that ye 
abound in this grace also (2 Cor, 8: 7). 

Hymn: 

“O Lord, thy perfect word.” 

Missionary Contributions or Collection. 

Bymn: 

“ Overflowing Ever. 

Closing words, 

Hymn: 

“ Hold the Fort.” 


Benediction, 








ect. Metin 





February 19, 1876.] 
WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 
{Information for this department—including early reports of Con- 


ventions, Institutes, Normal-classes, and Teachers’ Associations—will 
be thankfully received.]} 


CONVENTION CALENDAR. 
Missouri, State, at Kamsas City..ccceccccccecescereeerseeeeceeees May 16-18, 1876. 
New York, State, At WER recccccccccscssscccccvcscccccsoscscesoseseseees June 6-8, 1876. 
Nebraska, State, at Fremont.........cccccceescssecerereseeeressenees June 6-8, 1876. 
Indiana, State, at Fort WayMe...........0-scesceoeseeseereenerenes June 6-8, 1876. 
Ohi0, State, at DAYtOM.........ccrccsccccccererrseeseresseceessorecssecees June 7, 8, 1876. 
Iowa, State, at Council Bluff s.........s00ccccececeeeeseeeeseeeeees June 13-15, 1876, 
Kentucky, State, at Framkfort.........--.ccccccsceseecesessereeees June 20-23, 1876. 
Sunday School Congress, at Plainfield, N. J................March 5-10, 1876. 
Centennial Assembly, at Ocean Grove, N. J.........0+.--...J uly 22-30, 1876. 
Assembly of the Northwest, at Clear Lake, Iowa...June 27-July 4, 1876. 
Chautauqua Assembly, at Fair Point, N. Y............... August 1-15, 1876- 


NORMAL-CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 
New York, Superintendents’ Meeting (Union), at the Fulton Street 
Prayer-meeting room, every Tuesday, at 4 P.M. 


New York Primary Normal-class (Union), at 304 Fourth Avenue, 
every Saturday, at 3 p.m., taught by Mrs. 8. W. Clark. 


New York Sunday School Teachers’ Association (Union), at Fourth 
Avenue Presbyterian Church on the third Monday evening of each 
month. 


Brooklyn, N. Y., Normal-class (Union), at the Hanson Place Baptist 
Church, every Thursday evening. 


Brooklyn, N. Y., Sunday School Union, at the Hanson Place, Meth. 
Epis. Church, on the second Monday evening of each month, ex- 
cept July and August. 


Brooklyn, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study in the Y. M.C. A. 
Hall, every Saturday at 4 P.M. 


Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 54 
North Fourth Street. 


Chicago, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Farwell Hall, every 
Saturday at noon. 


St. Louis, Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday in Dr. 
Post’s Church, corner Tenth and Locust Streets. Led by the Rev. 
Dr. C. L. Goodell. 


Dubuque, Iowa, Teachers’ Institutes in the parlor of the Y M.C. A. 
Rooms, February 25; March 10, 24; April 7, 21. 


Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union Meeting for the exposition of the In- 
ternational lessons every Saturday, in the hall of the Young Men’s 
Christian Association. Led by the Rev. Principal Caven, of Knox 
College. 


New Haven, Conn., Union Normal-class, with lesson study, second 
Monday evening of each month, in different churches. 


FOREIGN SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSOCIA- 
TION. 


HE Foreign Sunday School Association held its 
usual monthly meeting in Brooklyn, Thursday, Feb- 
ruary 3. Mr. Albert Woodruff explained to the visitors 
present the manner in which the society is conducted. 
Tae members of the association are divided into four 
committees, representing the Spanish, the Italian, the 
German, and the French, from which a general classifica- 
tion of foreign correspondence is secured. Under these 
geueral heads each committee conducts its correspond- 
ence with several countries, closely allied either in posi- 
tion or language. Exch committee meets monthly, to 
conduct its business, every member having special cor- 
respondence abroad, and being assigned new ones as the 
field opens. At the general monthly meetings all mem- 
bers of the society being present, all important letters 
and reports, concerning the work abroad, are read and 
discussed. 

At this present meeting the first report presented was 

from 
MEXICO, 

The Rev. Maxwell Philips writes, from Zacatecas, an 
interesting letter to the Sunday-school here who sent for 
the use of his school some beautiful illuminated Scrip- 
ture mottoes. The people there are unusually fond of 
pretty things, even preferring accomplishments of all 
sorts to solid acquirements, so that these cards are the 
best way of teaching them. The priests, however, object 
to them, as they do to Bible teaching in any form. The 
people are very superstitious and are much under priestly 
control, as is shown by the following incident: Oae of 
the images of the saints was found to be sweating, a 
miracle which immediately brought the entire popula- 
tion upon their knees before it, where they remained the 
greater part of the day. This miracle was occasioned 
by the priests introducing water into the plaster of which 
the image was composed. 

There is no Sunday-school at Zacatecas, for want of a 
person to conduct it; but in the Protestant day-schools 
the children are taught the shorter Catechism, At Villa 
Da Cose, near by, there is a flourishing school, 

ITALY. 

Mr. Wallace writes, concerning the work at Naples, 
that about five hundred children are estimated as under 
Protestant instruction in that city. Much of the work 
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is done in the day-schools ; one of these under Mr. Gray 
numbers two hundred and fifty scholars. In these schools 
pure religion is taught, and most of the children also 
attend the Sunday-schools; many even continue to do so 
after quitting the day-schools and taking places, All 
this has been accomplished since Garibaldi freed the 
city; it is supposed that if compulsory education were 
once enforced, the future generation of the lazzaroni, 
who now infest the city, would not be forthcoming. 

In regard to the opposition of the priesthood, it is re- 
lated that a cardinal visited a woman to insist upon her 
children being removed from under Protestant instruc- 
tion. Her reply, after much urging, was, “ Your Emi- 
nence, you rule in the church, and I rule in my home.” 

Joseph Musmeci writes from Syracuse, of an interest- 
ing evangelical tour recently made by him in Sicily, and 
says of his Sunday-school at Syracuse, consisting of eight 
children: “To do little here it takes much.” 


GERMANY. 


Miss Augusta Trenkle writes from Augsburg. She 
mentions the difficulty of retaining confirmed children 
under religious instructions, as many of them, consider- 
ing their religion a thing accomplished after that event, 
leave the Sunday-school. All the Sunday-school teach- 
ers in Augsburg meet at the house of this lady every 
week for stucy ; and people are beginning to learn that 
not the clergy alone should work for Jesus. Some of 
the teachers in the public schools are religious, and are 
influencing their scholars for good. Miss Rosenthral 
writes that the Sunday-school at Elberfield is attended 
by about one hundred and fifty scholars, many of whom 
behave so well that those at home are favorably im- 
pressed. The teachers receive great blessings from their 
work, and find through the children many opportunities 
to influence their families. Rationalism greatly prevails, 
and many of the children are ridiculed for believing in 
Jesus ; but they persevere, nevertheless, and give cause 
for great thankfulness to their teachers. These children 
have learned by heart large portions of the Bible. 

A letter from Miss Vanne, at Stettin, speaks of the 
great interest the teachers are showing in their scholars, 
and of the holy desire which they manifest to lead souls 
to Jesus. There are twenty-four ladies engaged in this 
field. 

Pastor Burer, the traveling missionary for Pomerania, 
is much interested in the Sunday-school work. 

A letter from Marbach describes a Sunday-school of 
two hundred and sixty children with more than one 
hundred large girls and boys. From Berlin the joyful 
news was received of the organization of a committee for 
Sunday-school correspondence. Miss Rupel, the first 
woman who ever engaged in Sunday-school work in Ber- 
lin, assisted by seven ladies, will divide among them, 
for purposes of correspondence, the addresses of all they 
can hear of, who are interested in Sunday-school work 
in Germany. The objects of this committee, are similar 
to those of the Foreign Sunday School Association, viz : 
to assist weak schools and to establish new ones in favora- 
ble localities. 

SWEDEN. 

Herman Ostrand, the secretary of the Skanes Sindags- 
skolférening, writes from Helsingborg some particulars 
concerning Sunday-schools in Sweden. The number of 
schools is not accurately known, but there are between 
three and four hundred, and the estimated number of 
scholars is about thirty thousand ; of teachers twenty- 
five hundred. There are five different Sunday-school 
unions, kept up through the free-will offerings of Chris- 
tians. One of these unions employs two missionaries, 
August Palen and August Arosin. Another union has 
one missionary ; and a third is looking out for a suitable 
person to undertake a similar work. These mission- 
aries are working all over Sweden, traveling from place 
to place. Two Sunday-school papers are published, 
Bikerpan and Barnens tidning The schools are gen- 
erally divided into classes, each with a teacher, and a 
superintendent over the whole, sometimes a librarian 
with no other charge, as most of the schools have libra- 
ries, but a richer Sunday-school literature in Swedish is 
a great need. ‘‘Christians in Sweden have commenced 
thinking seriously on the work, and thousands are giving 
it their prayerful and incessant attention.” 

FRANCE, 

The French Committee presented a letter from a lady 
in Alsace, describing the struggles of the Sunday-school 
against the Rationalistic party, headed by the Protestant 
clergyman, who was the deadliest enemy of the school; 
but by the blessing of God the school still continued. 

SWITZERLAND. 





An interesting account was received from this country 
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of a well organized school of two hundred divided into 
twenty-five classes. The teachers meet two or three 
times a week for prayer, and twice a month havea 
meeting to prepare lessons and to consider and consult 
upon the work of the school. They study Tue Sunpay- 
ScHoon Times and other papers to find the best meth- 
ods of working. Some of the children live in bad sur- 
roundings, but there are many subjects of joy among 
them, and discouragements are comparatively few to the 
workers in this field. 

The Rev. Mr. Chamberlain addressed the meeting 
concerning his work among the Portugese in Brazil. 
The Rev. Mr. Burrell, Mr. Staats, Prof. Mayer, and others, 
also made brief addresses. Monsieur Pignolet spoke of 
a French evangelical, unsectarian paper, recently estab- 
lished in New York, containing a children’s department, 
which he thought might be of use to the society. 

The meeting closed with prayer led by the Rev. Mr. 
Chamberlain. 


IN PROSPECT. 


HE questions proposed for discussion at the Sunday 
School Congress, in Plainfield, N. J., next month are : 
1. The present lesson system: its successes, defects, 
possibilities, future development, relation to the denomi- 
national systems of instruction, the catechism, the 
church-year, etc. 
2. How to increase the effectiveness of Sunday-school 
conventions, institutes, and especially of normal-classes. 
3. The Sunday-school superintendent : his office, diffi- 
culties, relation to the church, the pastor, the teacher, 
his duties, etc. 
Evening addresses are arranged for as follows : 
Monday, March 6: “The Bible and personal char- 
acter.” By P. 8. Henson, D.D, of Philadelphia. 
Tuesday, March 7: “‘The Bible and modern doubt.” 
By John Hall, D.D , of New York. 
Thursday, March 9: “The Bible and natural science.” 
By C. F. Deems, D D., of New York. 
Friday, March 10: “The Bible and the social prob- 
lems.” By R. M. Hatfield, D.D., of Philadelphia. 


PROGRESS OF THE KINGDOM. 


—When ye see these things come to pass, know ye that the King- 
dom of God is nigh at hand. 


—»——_—— 


HERE are 418 Sunday-schools in New York City, 

with an average attendance of 115,826 scholars. Of 

these, 356 schools are Protestant, with an attendance of 
88,237 scholars. 


—A series of meetings, on the second Monday evening 
of each month, for the discussion of practical topics of 
interest to Sunday-school workers, is arranged for by the 
New Haven Sunday-school Union, of which John E. 
Searles, Jr., is president. 


—From the Sunday-school of the Presbyterian Church 
at Clinton, N. J., Rev. John Ewing, pastor, thirty schol- 
ars have professed Christ since the week of prayer. 
Some entire classes are rejoicing in hope, and special 
meetings are still in progress. 

—A “Committee on Employment, to advance the in- 
terests of those desirous of securing honorable occupa- 
tions,” is a part of the organization of St. John’s Metho- 
dist Episcopal Sunday-school, Brooklyn, N. Y. By this 
agency quite a number have been provided with busi- 
ness situations. The entire enrollment of this school 
membership, at the opening of this year, was 1,174. 


—The Sunday-school Missionary Association of the 
Fourteenth Street Presbyterian Church, New York, has 
contributed $18,527.70 in the twenty years of its exist- 
ence. Its contributions for the past three years have 
amounted to $3,732 29. For 1875, they were $1,184.08. 
With a total attendance of 6,180, for the year, in the 
main room of the Sunday-school, there were, in all, 6,126 
offerings made into the treasury of the association. Thus 
there were only fifty-four omissions in giving on the part 
of all in attendance during the entire year. In eleven 
of the classes not a scholar missed a single offering 
during the year. 

—aAs a result of the revival movement in Springfield, 
Ohio, ninety persons joined the English Lutheran 
Church on Sunday, February 6. Of these seventy-three 
were from the Sabbath-school, which is one of the 
largest in the state, having nearly 550 members enrolled. 
Its superintendent is the veteran, Peter A. Schindler, 
who is to lead the singing at the next Ohio State Con- 
vention, at Dayton, on the 6th, 7th, and 8th of June. A 
correspondent writes that not less than 300 persons, and 
probably many more, will join the several Springfield 
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churches as the result of the revival work, which is still 
in progress and likely to continue. 

—A clergyman, who is a native of the South, and a 
missionary of the American Sunday School Union, 
writes: ‘‘ When I began my work among our colored 
population I had many misgivings owing to their con- 
dition of profound ignorance and prejudice, which made 
them the dupes of wicked and designing men; and 
owing also to the predictions of the unbelieving, who 
thought I was wasting my talents. But, in spite of all 
discouragements, the happiest results have been obtained 
Take two facts in proof: 1. The poorest now are will- 
ing to buy the largest amount: f books for their Sunday- 
schools ; 2. The planters are more ready to accom- 
pany and encourage me; and invariably admit that 
great good must result, every way, and bid me God- 
speed,” 


—The Rev. R. Crittenden, of Bellefonte, Penn., writes : 
“T have just returned home from an all-day meeting in 
connection with one of our union Sunday-schools, which 
is continued for the first time through the winter. The 
additional effort required has been made, and is now 
rewarded with a multiplied blessing. The few Chris- 
tians of different religious denominations sustaining the 
school have worked together in harmony, ‘ endeavoring 
to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.’ 
The heavenly Father has rewarded their united efforts. 
Sixteen new-born souls are rejoicing in the Saviour. All 
of these, save one, are members of the Sabbath-school. 
I could give other cases where similar blessings are re- 
ceived with evident tokens of ‘more to follow.’ ‘ Praise 
ye the Lord.’” 


—At Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, on Wednesday even- 
ing, February 9, the sixtieth anniversary of the Sunday- 
school of the Market Square Presbyterian Church was 
observed with appropriate services. The superinten- 
dent of this school is James W. Weir, a veteran worker 
who was prominent in the First National Sunday School 
Convention, in 1832, and has never lost his freshness « f 
interest in the cause he then represented. He has been 
more than forty-two years at the head of this school, and 
during the past year he failed of attendance on only one 
Sunday. Twelve scholars were rewarded for punctuality 
without a failure during the year ; eight for being absent 
only one Sunday ; eleven for having only two failures. 
The entire membership of the school is 492. Its benevo- 
lent contributions for the year were $580.65. During 
the year fifty-four of thescholars have made public pro- 
fession of their faith in Christ. The primary depart- 
ment is now divided into fourteen classes, under the 
lead of the pastor, the Rev. Dr. Robinson. A feature 
of the anniversary exercises was the Scriptural verifica- 
tion and enforcement, by class recitations, of the hymn 
beginning, ‘‘ Songs of praise the avgels sang.” 


—In illustration of the truth that much of the good 
done by Christians is by those who are otherwise over- 
worked, rather than by those who have leisure but not 
the heart for the work, a missionary of the American 
Sunday School Union in Michigan writes: “I am writ- 
ing by the light of a little lamp; the flame is not large, 
yet it sheds its rays through every part of this room. So 
the life of a single, and it may be obscure Christian, 
sometimes changes the whole moral and religious char- 
acter of one of our communities, Before me lies a letter 
from a lady superintendent of a Sunday-school which I 
organized last May, under very discouraging circum- 
stances. There were few professors in the neighborhood, 
and these few were cold as icebergs ; totally indifferent to 
every Christian enterprise that called for self-denial. 
This lady is a cripple, walking with a crutch,—a wife, 
and mother of four children ; keeps house, with the little 
help her husband can give her, teaches the day-school, 
and superintends the Sunday-school, because no one else 
would, She writes: ‘ We havea very interesting school. 
My only helpers are two faithful lady teachers; new 
scholars are coming in nearly every Sunday. Some of 
our young people seem to derive great pleasure, and I 
hope profit, from our Bible study, Ochers who continue 
their dances and frolics, give good attention, study the 
lessons, and read all the library books.’ ” 


—A Young Women’s Christian Association has been 
organized in Melbourne, Australia. 


—George C. Needham, the evangelist, from Phila- 
delphia, is conducting Bible readings and preaching to 
interested audiences in London. 


—In Bengal, India, the “ Karrapucker Singing So- 
ciety” is singing the gospel according to the methods 
found so effective in Great Britain and America, 
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—Philip Phillips was in Calcutta in December, intend- 
ing to remain there two months more. It is his inten- 
tion to visit China, Japan, and Palestine before his 
return, He is singing the gospel at all the places he 
visits. 

—A religious canvass of the state of Pennnsylvania is 
in progress by the state executive committees of Young 
Men’s Christian Associations, led by the Rev. 8. A. 
Taggart, secretary of this committee. A series of meet- 
ings in this canvass, recently held in Germantown Asso- 
ciation Hall, was crowded each night and several after- 
noons, All the evangelical clergymen cordially united 
in the services. A number of hopeful conversions are 
reported from these meetings. 


—A Young Men’s Christian Association has recently 
been organized under very favorable circumstances at 
Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia. George H. Stuart, Jr., is 
one of its active officers. They have the free use of 
Christian Hall, as a headquarters, and they have recently 
started a series of Sabbath afternoon union religious ser- 
vices, which have been well attended. Ona recent Sun- 
day the hall was crowded, and at the close of the service 
seven were found seeking Christ. An unusually deep re- 
ligious feeling pervades the whole community. 


—In The Presbyterian Monthly Record, for January, it 
is shown that the missions of that denomination reach 
people of almost every kind of religious belief : 

Some of the pagans are found in one of the oldest mis- 
sions, that to the Senecas in the state of New York, and 
many amongst other Indian tribes, The Chinese in Cali- 
fornia and the millions of their countrymen in China, the 
Japanese, Siamese, Laos, most of the Hindus, and most of 
the Africans are pagans, varying in their belief from the 
ancestral worship of the Chinese to the fetichism of the 
Africans. Of pagan systems, Buddhism counts far the 
largest number of adherents; then follows Brahminism, at 
a long distance ; both are religions with a history extending 
far back. Of Mohammedans, more are found in India than 
in all other countries, but their political force is chiefly felt 
in Afghanistan, Persia, and Turkey. Of nominal Christians— 
to be reached by foreign missions, we enumerate the follow- 
ers of the Pope in Mexico, South America, Europe, some 
parts of western Asia, and to a limited extent in eastern 
Asia and the Asiatic islands; then must be reckoned the 
Greek Church; and next, the Oriental—Armenians, Nestor- 
ians, and others, living chiefly in western Asia. Classifying 
now our missionaries, as they stand related to these false re- 
ligions, we find that of the 138 ordained ministers sent from 
this country and enumerated in the last annual report of 
the Board, nearly 100 are living in pagan countries; over 
twenty in Mohammedan ; nearly twenty in Roman Catholic; 
but of the first class, many are at work for Mohammedans; 
and of the second class, many are laboring for the Oriental 
Christians. 


—Messrs. Moody and Sankey have entered upon their 
work in New York. Their final meeting in Philadel- 
phia was held Friday, February 4. The next day they 
went to Princeton, New Jersey. In the college at this 
place, a wonderful work of grace has been in progress 
since the day of prayer for colleges. The evangelists 
held meetings, chiefly with the students, upon Saturday 
and Sunday, and the tokens of interest were very 
marked. Meanwhile, the introductory service in the 
New York Hippodrome was held on Sunday evening, 
when ministers and laymen, in large numbers, met to 
consecrate themselves to the coming work, and to pray 
for a blessing upon it. Messrs. Moody and Sankey 
reached New York on Monday, and their work began 
that evening. On each evening of the week the great 
house has been full, with smaller attendances at the day 
meetings, but with earnest and interested audiences at 
every service. The room for overflow meetings was used 
on Monday night, but the attempt at double work was 
not then satisfactory. Double effort for the evangelists 
each evening is clearly unwise, and yet the auditors 
naturally desire to sit under their ministries. Mr, Moody 
pursued his ordinary course in beginning first with the 
church members. His opening sermon was from 1 Cor- 
inthians 1: 27-29, wherein is shown that the weak 
things of ea'th are used of God in doing his work so 
that he may have all the glory. Mr. Moody strongly 
urged all present to keep down man worship. The 
current talk about the difficulty of New York as a 
field for spiritual conquest, was considered and fuller 
confidence in God was urged. From this beginning, the 
interest rose rapidly, Mr. Moody pressing the tue Chris- 
tian courage and fervor, which should appear in all who 
follow Christ. On Thursday five distinct meetings were 
held. The aggregate attendances of the day was about 
20,000 persons, and nearly 200 inquirers tarried for 
conversation. Both halls were used in the evening and 
were entirely filled. In the overflow meetiug the Rev. 
Drs, Cuyler, Hepworth, Kennard, and others participated, 
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In the sermon of the evening Mr. Moody urged all to 
work for Christ. In the course of his remarks, us re- 
ported in the New York Tribune, he said : 


What makes the Dead Sea so dead? Because it is all the 
time receiving, never giving out anything. Why is it 
that many Christians are so dead? Because they are all the 
time receiving, never giving out anything. You go every 
Sunday and hear good sermons, and think that is enough. 
You are all the time receiving these truths but never 
give them out. When you hear it, go and scatter the racred 
truth abroad. In.tead of having one minister to preach to a 
thousand people, this thousand ought to take a sermon and 
spread it till it reaches those that never go to church or cha- 
pel. Instead of having a few, we ought to have thousands 
using the precious talents that God has given them. 

Now, Andrew got the reputation of bringing people to 
Christ. He went about it in the right way ; be began right. 
I imagine that when Christ wanted these mighty deeds done 
he went out and hunted up Andrew. Andrew inquired of 
the people, “ Have you seen anything of Peter?” and when 
he found him he brought him to Christ. Little did Andrew 
know of the importance of the day when he brought Peter to 
Christ. Little did he think that on that day he did the 
greatest act of his life. What joy must have filled his heart 
when he saw 3,000 brought under the influence of the Spirit 
by that huly man. Oh, you cannot tell what results will fol- 
low if you just improve the talent God has given you by 
bringing one Simon Peter to Christ Then we read that 
when the Greeks came and wanted to see Jesus, Andrew 
met them and brought them all to Christ. Andrew had a 
reputation of bringing sinners to God. That is a good repu- 
tation. I would rather have that reputation than any other. 
Oh, the joy there is in bringing people to Christ! This is 
what we alican do if we will. If God has given us but 
half a talent, let us make good use of that. 

Friday was a great day at the Hippodrome. All 
the rooms were occupied in various ways. Meetings 
were held for young men, and for women; and the 
inquiry-rooms were thronged. Mr. Moody preached on 
Love and Sympathy, still addressing himself to Chris- 
tians, and aiming at their more thorough awakening 
and engagedness. The noon-day prayer-meeting of this 
day was greatly increased in size. Ministers from all 
denominations participated actively in the work and the 
interest was profound. The only Saturday meeting was 
at noon-day. The main Sunday services consisted of ser- 
mon at 8 A.M.; sermon to women at 3 P.M.; and sermon to 
men at8p.M. The morning meeting assembled promptly 
at 8 o’clock, between 4,000 and 5,000 persons were pres- 
ent. It wasa meeting specially for Christians, they being 
admitted by ticket. Mr. Moody spoke from John 4: 34, 
85, urging Christians to become reapers in the harvest- 
field nowat hand. He expressed the greatest encourage- 
ment in view of the opening work in New York. He 
made a special appeal to fathers and mothers to seek the 
salvation of their children at once. From these he 
passed to Sunday-school workers. The New York Trib- 
une gives the following extract from this portion of his 
address : 

And I want to say a word to the Sabbath-school teach- 
ers. What we want is to havethe Sabbath-school children 
to acknowledge Christ. I can’t tell you how much good was 
done in Philadelphia by first converting the Sabbath-school 
teachers and getting them interested in the salvation of their 
classes. Whole classes accepted the Master. I think a good 
deal of all the work done in the Sabbath-school is lost, be- 
cause we try to teach God’s truth to children before their 
hearts have been given to Christ. If they can only be in- 
duced to open their hearts, their minds will be illuminated 
by the divine truth. I have taught in the Sunday-school, 
and it was a good while before I knew this. There wasa 
Sunday-school superintendent who got discouraged, and said 
he was going to give up the school. “I'll tell you what you 
want,” said a wise brother who went to him: “ Seek and find 
Jesus yourself, and you will have the strength and see the 
way‘to carry on your work acceptably in your sight and in 
the sight of God.’ And he did find Jesus and courage. Let 
us go home to our classes to-day with a tender and contrite 
heart. 

The afternoon meeting, which was exclusively for wo- 
men, filled the main hall. The sermon was from Luke 
4: 18, and was an effort to clearly state what the gospel 
is. The same sermon was repeated to the men who filled 
the main hall in the evening, and while this service was 
proceeding, an overflow meeting was going on in the 
smaller hall, which was also completely filled. Mr. Wm. 
E. Dodge led in this room, being assisted by clergymen 
and others. At the close of these services a meeting for 
young men was held in the smaller hall, and the inquiry 
rooms were thronged with workers and inquirers. In 


view of the first week’s work the evangelists feel that a 
whitened harvest is before them, and they are hoping for 
such wide-spread and devout consecration among Chris- 
tians, as will gather great results to the glory of God, 
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BOOKS AND W WRITERS. 


CHRISTIANS AND THE THEA- 


TRE.* 


{gee question of the propriety of attend- 
ing the theatre is an open one in the 
There 
are clergymen who are by no means sure 
that they ought to say unqualifiedly to the 
young people of their charge that it is 
never well for them to visit the theatre. 
They are sure it is not wise to be too strict, 
and they are in doubt just where the line 
should be drawn as tothe theatre. Many 
Christian parents are similarly in doubt— 
for their children, if not for themselves. 
Young disciples are even more commonly 
perplexed on the same point. They want 
If it is improper for them to 
go to the theatre, they are willing to deny 
themselves and stay away. But if there 
is no harm in an occasional going to see 
a really fine actor in a least objectionable 


minds of many sincere Christians. 


to do right. 


play, they would like to go. 


It is not enough to say to such persons 
that they can easily decide the question 
by praying over it; that the test of pro- 
priety is their willingness to ask God’s! 
They 
know very well that there are Christians 
who think it quite right to go to the thea- 
tre, and they are sure that if they can see 
it in the same light they will be as free to 
pray for a blessing on their attendance 
there, as at a dinner party or a pic-nic, 
Neither does it meet the case with such 
persons to denounce the theatre in un- 
measured terms, and to speak with severity 
and harshness of those who are con- 
nected with it, or who give it countenance, 
Persons who are honestly in doubt on a 
point of this kind are to be convinced as 
vo the right only by fair argument based 
on an exhibit of the essential facts in- 


blessing on their theatre-going. 


volved. 


Mr. Buckley understands all this, and 
his book is written with a sincere desire to 
reach and aid Christians who want to 
know the truth as to the theatre, in its na- 
ture, its workings, its influence, and its 
He has done his work well. 
He is as fair as he is thorough in the pre- 
sentation of facts, and in his comments on 
If we are not mistaken he was 
At all events he knows 
the value of evidence, and does not forget 
that there are two sides to every open 
question. He gives the arguments in favor 
of the theatre, and of occasional theatre- 
going. He concedes all that can fairly be 
claimed as to the character of many actors 
and theatre frequenters. Then he takes 
up the theatre of the present day, consid- 
ers it as it is, shows what are its plays, 
and what is its prevailing character, and 
points out so clearly its antagonisms to 
the Christian life, that it seems as if any 
fair minded Christian who would read 
the book carefully would have no longer 
any doubt on the question which it dis- 


tendencies. 


them. 
trained a lawyer. 


cusses, 


Such a book as this was needed. We 
know of none which equals it for its pur- 
A pastor, a Sunday-school teacher, 
ora parent who has been perplexed for 


pose. 


young persons of his charge on the ques- 
tion of occasional theatre-going, can find 


light on the whole subject, by reading this 
sensible, comprehensive, and convincing 


treatise. 


Memoirs of Charles G. Finney. Written 
by himself. New York: A.S. Barnes & 
Co.—President Finney was really one of 
the most remarkable Americans of the 


century. Men of different creeds than his, 
and of cold and critical minds, have un- 


heeitatingly pronounced him the most 


powerful preacher of his time. Asa re- 





* Christians and the Theatre. By J. M. Buckley. 
New York: Nelson & Phillips. 
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ener oni an a cbasntionnitn, too, he ex- 
erted a very marked influence on his con- 
temporaries. The present volume is in 
some sense & surprise, since it was not 
known how full a record of his life Dr. 
Finney had kept. President Fairchild, 
as editor, has performed his task well; 
but by far the largest portion of the volume 
is made up of the unchanged memoranda 
of the eminent divine. The various 
chapters are written with great modesty, 
but through them all shines the character 
of the man. They afford means not only 
for learning the facts in Dr. Finney’s life, 
but for studying some of the causes of his 
power and success. 


Mrs, Limber’s Raffle. New York: D 
Appleton & Co.—This clever brochure, al- 
though published anonymously, is from 
the pen of one of the brightest of social 
satirists, Mr. William Allen Butler, whose 
Nothing to Wear made such a sensation 
twenty years ago. It attacks, in a seem- 
ingly mild but really very thorough man- 
ner, the evils attending raffles and lot- 
teries at church fairs and other benevolent 
entertainments. We have never been able 

understand how clergymen or Chris- 
tian laymen could condemn a game of 
cards, for a money stake, so long as they 
countenance in church festivals a pro- 
cedure which comes so near being gam- 
bling that words have to be minced pretty 
fine in defining the difference. This pam- 
phlet is a clever satire, which deserves 
general reading. It will amuse, but it will 
also instruct and profit. 


Every Day Errors of Speech. By L. P. 
Meredith, M.D. Philadelphia: J. B. Lip- 
pincott & Co.—It is not unfrequently a 
matter of surprise to learn that we have 
been mispronouncing this or that word 
many years. Such books as the above, 
which is carefully compiled, often fill a 
gap that. a large dictionary does not. 
Words that are necessarily in constant use 
are here arranged within a small space; 
and the reader, who has not had the ad- 
vantage of careful training, may acquire 
not a little useful information in an hour’s 
reading. 

Challen’s Dime Arabian Nights.—Tllus- 
trated. Philadelphia: Howard Challen. 
—The stories of Aladdin, Ali Baba, and 
Sinbad the Sailor form the contents of 
this little book. It is one of a series of 
the Arabian Nights’ Entertainment, 
printed on good paper, and bound in a 
handy volume. The publisher does a ser- 
vice in presenting these stories with the ob- 
jectionable portions omitted. 





On the Road to Riches. By William H. 
Maher. Toledo: T. J. Brown, Eager & 
Co.—Much good advice is given in this 
book to young business men. The author 
writes of his experience in mercantile life 
in an entertaining manner, weaving with 
it useful hints to those —-* in trade. 


MAGAZINES AND PAMPHLETS. 


HE delay in the appearance of Harp- 

er’s Magazine for February only brings 
this number into greater prominence. 
The first book of George Eliot’s new novel, 
for which the magazine waited, will 
naturally have greatest prominence; but 
it is by no means the only good thing of 
the number. E. P. Whipple’s Centennial 
paper on American Literature is a great 
improvement on the article on that theme 
in the new edition of the Encyclopedia 
Britannica, and is a valuable contribution 
to the historical literature of this year. 
The story of the notabilities of old Lyme, 
Connecticut, the birth-place of Chief Jus- 
tice Waite and any number of governors, 
is pleasantly told, A sketch of Vassar Col- 
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eae and its founder; ae another of 
Alexander H. Stephens and his home are 
among the illustrated articles. 

Among the noteworthy papers in the 
numbers of Littell’s Living Age for Feb- 
ruary 5 and 12, are Some Aspects of Science 
in Relation to Religion, from the Church 
Quarterly Review; German Home Life, 
from Fraser's; Wesleyan Methodism, in 
Wesley’s Life-time and After, from the 
Contemporary; The English Jews, from 
the Spectator ; and Conversation with Na- 
poleon at Longwood, from St. James 
Magazine. A choice collection. 


Two timely tracts published by Flem- 
ing H. Revell, of Chicago, for use in 
religious work are, My Inqu ry Meeting ; 
or, Plain truths for anxious svuls, saved or 
unsaved, by Robert Boyd, D.D, and Re- 
generation, What is it? Dr. Boyd aims to 
meet the needs of a few special classes, 
such as one who had “tried every way ;” 
one who “cannot believe ;” one who is a 
“backslider ;”’ and other cases often met 
ia the inquiry-room. The dialogue form 
is maintained throughout, and the views 
of the inquirers are put naturally, and 
met Scripturally. Regeneration is a Scrip- 
tural inquiry into the theme of which it 
treats. The doctrine «volved is, that man 
is hopelessly lost by nature ; that, through 
Christ, the Holy Spirit imparts to the be- 
liever a new nature; that this new life is 
produced through the instrumentality of 
the Word of God; and that the result of 
the work is found in the holy character 
and conduct of the true child of God. 
No seriously disposed person could read 
this tract without profit, and to new con- 
verts it supplies a Scriptural definition of 
their own standing by grace. 





The Revival in Harrisburg: Tlustrating 
four weeks’ work of the Rev. Edward Pay- 
son Hammond, assisted by the leading 
ministers of that city. Harrisburg, Pa. : 
E. 8. German.—That a good religious work 
has been done in Harrisburg cannot be 
doubted. This pamphlet proposes to give 
an account of it. Many of the parts of 
this book are confessedly taken from the 
daily papers, but this need not have been 
mentioned. The superficial and sensa- 
tional cheap newspaper style appears upon 
all its pages. The biographical sketches 
of Messrs. Hammond and Bentley are 
very fulsome. We doubt whether either 
of them will thank the compiler for his 
attempt at their exaltation The good 
share of advertising in the book gives it a 
smart, business like air, and there are 
enc ugh texts and good quotations in it to 
make it of some value. 





In Job’s Comforters, the Rav. Dr. Joseph 
Parker, of London, the well known author 
of Ecce Deus and Ad Clerum, contributes 
his share to the discussion of the merits 
of materialism and revealed religion. He 
possesses the power of satire in an emi- 
nent degree, and he pours ridicule full 
and strong upon the leading materialists 
of the day. He strikes a vigorous blow 
at modern skepticism, and contrasts forci- 
bly the unsatisfying theories of material- 
ism with the sweet supports of spirit ual 
religion. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


[All books received will be pro ly 
this head. The ay of our [cadens aaa 


making further =m 


Vest-pocket Series of Standard and Popular Au- 
thors. (lllustrated.) Vols. 6-9: Enoch Arden, 
by Alfred Tennyson; Nathaniel Hawthorne, 
by James T. Fields: A Day’s Pleasure, by Wiil- 
iam D Howells; The Courtship of Miles Stand- 
ish, by H. W. Longfellow. Price 50 cents 
each. Boston: James R. Osgood & Co. 
sale by Porter & Coates. 

istorical Sketches of the Synod of Philadelphia. 
By R. M. Patterson. Also’ ary ey ee al Sketches 
of Distinguished members of the Synod of Phila- 


For 


delphia By Robert Davidson, D.D. Price 50 
cents, Philadelphia: Presbyterian Board of 
Publication, 


noticed under | Progressi 





The American Cyclopedia : a popular dictionary of 
general knowledge. Edited by George Ripley 
and Charles A. Dana. Vol XIV. (Prior-Shoe.) 
New York: D. Appleton & Co. 


The beet of the 3-y or, The Ac ts Explained 
ildrer. he author of “ Peep Of Day.’ 
Price $1.00. New York: Robert Carter & Broth- 
ers For sale by The Presbyterian Board of 
Publication. 


Nail Heads; or, Helps for Primary Teachers 
Mrs. Geo. Partridge 
Bennet Tyler. Chic 


By 
with an introduction by J. 
“ago: Fairbanks & Co. 
Presbyterians and the Revolution. By the Rev. W. 
P. Breed, D.D. Price 75 cents. Philadelphia: 
Presbyterian Board of P ublication. 


__ SUSIE _ DEPARTMENT. 


BIGGER CLOCKS have kept poorer time 
than the Thirty Hour St. NicHo.as Time 
Piece, advertised in another column. This 
valuable little article, at two dol'ars is 
exceedingly cheap. 





ONE who has just used the Excelsior 
CARPET STRETCHER says, “‘ It did not fit, 
nor sew, nor tack the carpets, but it did 
stretch them splendidly and with ease, and 
held them in place while I fitted aud 
tacked. See advertisement. 


THe Brsre Text-Boox, which Mr. 
Moody uses and recommends so highly as 
the best book to help study the Bible by 
subjects, such as Faith, Grace, Love, R:- 
pentance, etc., is published by the Ameri- 
can Tract Society, New York. The De- 
pository, 1512 Chestnut S:reet, Philadel- 
phia, always hasthem. Price, 75 cent ; 
postage, 11 cents. H.N. THIsseLL, Dis- 
trict Lye gg 


THE durability of properly onapmans 
METALLIC BuRIAL CASES is established 
beyond question. Their manufacture is 
conducted to a larger extent than in this 
or any other country, in Cincinnati, Obiv, 
by Messrs, Crane, Breed & Co. 


For Bronchia), Asthmatic and Pulmo- 
nary Complaints, “ Brown’s Bronchial Tro- 
ches” manifest remarkable curative pro- 
perties. 


SPECIAL NOTICE. 


CoMMON SENSE CHAIRS AND ROCKERS.—Quaker 
Sewing, Union Arm, Old Puritan and Old Point 
Comfort Kockers. Unequalled for style, comfort, 
finish and durability. Send for Ill. Price List to F. 
A. SINCLAIRK, Mottville, Onondaga Co., N. Y. 


NEW PUBLIC ATIONS. 


THE 


Ola” 


ONGREGATION 


4 CHURCH MUSIC BOOK ON AN EN: 
TIRELY NEW PLAN. 


By GEORGE F. ROOT. 


One hundred and fifty Musical Services, each be- 
ginning with words and music for the Choir, and 
ending with Standard Hymns and Tunes for Choir 
and Congregation. 

me a i A — by = me Cloth, a paper, 

= eS ngle a dozen ; boards, $1. nhgie, 
$12 


Either book sent by mail on —_ of retail pr.ve, 
Circulars and specimen pages free 


THE CHOICE. 


FOR SINGING SCHOOLS & CONCERTS. 








By McGRANAHAN AND CASE. 


*@-A Wide-Awake Book for Wide-Awake Teachers. 
Contains a novel | course, and a GRAND 
COLLECTION OF MUSIC. THE CHOICE is the work 
of experienced men, and fully meets the wants of 
ve teachers. It is the most succesful Con- 
vention Book in the field. Price, $7.50 dozen ; single 
sample copy, 75 cents. 


PUBLISHED BY 
JOHN OCHUROH & CO., 


OINCINNAT!. o, 


The highest grade of work a, 
the lowest price always given, 
Over 800 in use. 
Established in 1829. 

Deseriptivé Cirenlars and 
specifications cheerfully fur- 
nished. Address 


Eg 6. HooK & HASTINGS. BosToNn,USA 
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EDUCATIONAL. 


wr CHESTNUT STREET INSTITUTE 
Ne. 4036 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, 
FOR YOUNG LADIES. 
This Boarding and Day School is delightfully 
situated in West Philadelphia, and combines advan- 
es of both city and country, For circulars with 
references address the Principal, Mrs.J.A. BOGARDUS 


CRITTEN DEN’S 
NEW BUSINESS COLLEGE, 


1324 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 
SAM’L W. CRITTENDEN, Principal. 
Author of “ Crittenden’s Treatise“on Book-keep- 
ing.” No classes. Separate rooms for Ladies. 
Evening sessions, after September 15th. Send for 
circulars giving full particulars. 


NATIONAL SCHOOL OF 
ELOCUTION AND ORATORY, 
1418 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


Designed to meet the wants of Clergymen, Law- 
yers, Teachers, Business Men, and all classes of ad- 
vanced Students. Attention to Conversation and 
Oratory, a8 well as to Vocal Culture, pending, and 
Recitation. Chartered March, 1875. Grants Diplo- 
mas. Both sexes admitted. Next term opens Mon- 
day, Peartes, 14. Send for catalogue. 

J. W. SHOEMAKER, A.M., Principal. 


UNDERTAKERS. 


JAMES McKNIGHT, | 
2010 FAIRMOUNT AVE., Furnishing Undertaker 


Philadelphia. 
WM. N. ATTWOOD & SON, 


FURNISHING UNDERTAKERS 


NO. 1216 BRACE ST., Philadelphia. 
Hearse, Carriages, etc., furnished at the Shortest 
Notice. Personal attendanve at any hour during 
the night or day. W. JAMES ATTWOOD. 





SAFES. 


FIRE AND BURGLAR SAFES. 





FIRE PROOF, 
BURGLAR PROOF, 
DWELLING HOUSE 


SAFES. 


MARVIN'S SAFE CO. 


721 Chestnut St., 
PHILADELPHIA. 
265 Broadway, 
NEW YORK. 


GAKDEN SEEDS. 


BEAUTIFUL 


FLOWERS 


Delivered free of cost per mail at your door. Splen- 
did assortment of ROSES, six for $1.00, thirteen for 
$200. Send for New Descriptive Catalogue of Plants 
gratis, NOOPRES, BKe., & THUMM AS, 


«uerry Hill Narseries, West Chester, Pa, 





E gn a RELIABLE. + 






“ 


0! al Almays FR 


1876. DREER’S GARDEN CALENDAR, 
Contains descriptive and price list of Vegetable, 
Flower and Grass Seeds, Plants, Bulbs, Novelties, 
and every GARDEN REQUISITE. Beautifully il- 
lustrated. Send two three cent stamps id my 
HENRY A. DREER, 714 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 
“ae iJ J ' 
Lilies Roses Violets. Carnations Geraniums.dc 
Tho Greenbrook & Paterson City Nurseries 


Mail 12 Choice Varieties for $1, or 5 for 50 cts., with 3 
Album Chromoscra Fino Lilium Gratis. Samples Cc. 





1876. 





Address J. Greives, Sec., Box 887, Paterson, N.J. 





Contains over 1,800 varieties Vegetable and 
Flower Seeds, COLORED PLATES, Elegant 
wood-cuts of vegetables and fdowers. Handsomest 

Guide Published! &®* Send for it. 

DETROIT SEED CO., Detroit, Mich. 
100 Styles C R S Particulars free. 6. ULLMAN, 
50 for 25c. 12 Winter St., Boston, Mass. 









MISCELLANEOUS. 


NO EXCUSE NOW FOR BEING LATE. 


“TIME 1S MONEY!” 


Accurate and Reliable 


THIRTY 


HOUR CLOCKS. 
FOR $2.00. 


THE “SAINT NICHOLAS CLOCK” is a 
detached lever escapement time piece. of careful 
construction. QUALITY GUARANTEED. Novel, 
tasteful, and attractive in style, and in every respect 
an article of superior excellence. 

It will run in any position, and will be 
of special value to the traveler. They are suitable 
for the Librarv, the Family Room, the Dining Room, 
the Sleeping Room, the Shop, the Store, the Saloon, 
and the Cabln. 

The cut represents the “St. Nicholas” at one-fifth 
the actual size. Sent by mail, postpaid, on receipt 


of price. S$. B. JEROME & CO., New Haven, Conn. 
916 ARCH OO ILILADELPHIA. 916 


THOMAS M. FREELAND, 
FURRIER. 


We have ready a fine stock of Ladies’ Furs made for 

first-class ie, which we will sell at the lowest 

rates. Alterations and repairs done in the best 

manner. 

SEAL SACQUES, SABLE, BLACK «MARTEN, CHIN- 
CHILLA, SEAL, OTTER AND BEAVER SETS. 


BADIFES: 


a Sewing Machine in the Sewing ry: 
eir charge, are respectfully invited to ad- 
dress the undersigned. Liberal arrangements=will 
be proposed and satisfaction guaranteed. Special 
terms to clergymen. 


WEED SEWING MACHINE CO., 
HARTFORD, CONN. 
HOMER BLANCHARD, President. 









(Please mention that you saw this in THE Sun- 
DAY-SCHOOL TIMES.) 


ARE you troubled with garments 
ripping? Use the Eureka Ma- 
chine Twist, and you will have 
one trouble less. Try it, and you 
will use no other. 

x s 
10 PER CENT. NET. 
Improved Farm First Mortgage Coupon Bonds Guar- 
anteed. We loan not to exceed one-third of the 
value ascertained by personal inspection. In many 
ears business have never lost a dollar. We pay the 
nterest promptly semi-annually in New York. No 
customer of ours ever waited a day for interest, not 
even during the hardest time that Kansas is likely 
ever to see. Her prosperity is now for certain. Send 
particulars. References in every State in the Union. 
J.B. WATKINS 4 CO., Lawrence, Kansas. 
a&@-Collections throughout the West a specialty. 


nay) 
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ELEGANT STEREOSCOPIC VIEWS AS SAM- 

4 ris. for 25 cents, or 75 cents per dozen. Over 
100 different views of the Holy Land. 

.- © HENRY, Glen’s Falis, N. Y, 


—The choicest in the world—Importers’ 
rices—Largest Company in America— 

staple article—pleases everybody --Trade continu- 
ally increasing—Agents wanted everywhere—best 
inducements. don't waste time—send for Circular to 
ROB’T WELLS, 43 Vesey St., N. Y. P.O. Box 1287. 


JOHN GIBSON—Plain, Decorative, and Fresco Painting. 


J.& GH. GIBSON, Siticc"Giniren Glas, Rte. 


y Antique Church Glass, Etc. 
123 and 125 S. Eleventh Street, Phila. 


TE ae 


J. &R. LAMB.59.CARMINEST.N.Y 
Pulpits: CHAIRS COMMUNION Tables 
Exclusively for CHURCH PURPOSES. 
Silk S. $. Banners in colors & gold, $5. 
Catalogues, 350 Illus., post-free, 15 cts. 


THE FONNIES? 
And most amusing Mechanical 
Toy ever invented. Will make 
ae laugh if you never laughed 

‘fore. The Chinaman and 
White man engaged in mortal 
combat. Operate on any floor. 
For sale by all toy-dealers, or 
sent post-paid, to any address, 
for 25 cents, by the 
RICHARDS’ MANUFACTURING CO. 
91 Washington St., Chicago, lil. 






















BUCK EVE RELL FOUNDRY 
Betadlished wm 1637 

Superior Bells of Copper and Tin 
mounted with the best Ro Hang 
ings, for Churches, Schools, Farme 
‘actories, Court Houses, Fire Alarms 
Tower Clocks, Chimes, etc. 
Warrante 1. 
liiustrated Catalogue sent Free. 
VANDUZEN & TIFT, 
103 and 104 Bast Second St..Cincivaatt 












ESTABLISHED 1853. 

Of the latest and most beautiful’designs, and all 
other slate work on hand or made toorder. Fac- 
tory and Saiesrooms, No. 1210 RIDGE AVENUE. 

WILSON & MILLER, Philadelphia. 








WORTH REPEATING. 


A WINTER CRADLE HYMN. 
{[J. F. Bingham, in The Churchman.} 
) 
HE Sun, in the yellow west, 
Behind the mountain-steep, 
Has gone to his cloudy rest: 
Now sleep, 
My baby, sleep! 
Sleep. 
II. 
The silver Moon rides high, 


Through the blue air so derp; 
And chill is the.darkening sky: 
Now sleep, 
My baby, sleep! 
Sleep. 


Ill. 
The Stars, with eves so bright, 
Through their far curtains peep, 
To twinkle o’er the night: 
Now sleep, 
My baby, sleep! 
Sleep. 
tv. 
All beasts and birds are still : 
No shivering mortals creep 
O’er shadowy vale or hill: 
Now sleep, 
My baby, sleep ! 
Sleep. 
¥. 
Through tree-tops on the wing, 
The winds of evening sweep, ” 
A lullaby to sing: 
Now sleep, 
My baby, sleep ! 
Sleep. 


JONATHAN EDWARDS AND 
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 
[E. P. Whipple, in Harper’s Magazine, for February.] 


DWARDS’S large and subtle under- 
standing was connected with an ima- 
gination of intense realizing power, and 
both were based on a soul of singular 
purity, open on many sides to communi- 
cations from the divine mind. Hs+ had an 
almost preternatural conception of the 
“exceeding sinfulness of sin.” His im- 
agination was filled with ghastly images 
of the retribution which awaits on iniquity, 
and his reasoned sermons on eternal tor- 
ments were but the outbreak of a sensitive 
feeling, a holy passion for goodness, 
which made him intolerant of any excel- 
lence which did not approach his ideal of 
godliness, But then his spiritual expe- 
rience, though it inflamed one side of his 
imagination with vivid pictures of the ter- 
rors of hell, on the other side gave the 
most enrapturing visions of the spiritual 
joys of heaven. It is unfortunate for his 
fame that his hell has obtained for him 
more popular recognition than his heaven. 
Like other poets, such as Dante and Mil- 
ton, his pictures of the torments of the 
damned have cast into the shade that ce- 
lestial light which shines so lovingly over 
his pictures of the bliss of the redeemed. 
True religion, he tells us, consists in a 
great measure in holy sffections—in 
“a love of divine things for the beauty 
and sweetness of their moral excellency.” 
“ Sweetness” is a frequent word all through 
Edwards’s works, when he desires to con- 
vey his perception of the satisfactions which 
await on piety in this world, and the ineffa- 
ble joy of the experiences of pious souls in 
the next : and this word he thrills with a 
transcendent depth of suggestive meaning 
which it bears in no dictionary, nor in the 
vocabulary of any other writer of the Eng- 
lish language. He was certainly one of 
holiest souls that ever appeared on the 
plaret. . . . 

Jonathan Edwards may be characterized 
asa man of the next world. Benjamin 
Franklin was emphatically a man of this 
world. Not that Franklin lacked religion 
and homely practical piety, but he had 
none of Edwards’s intense depth of relig- 
ious experience. God was to him a be- 
neficent being, aiding good men in their 
hard struggles with the facts of life, and 
not pitiless to those who stumbled in the 
path of duty, or even to those who widely 
diverged from it. The heaven of Edwards 
was as far above his spiritual vision, as the 
hell of Edwards was below his soundings 
of the profundities of human wickedness ; 
but there never was a person who 80 
swiftly distinguished an honest man from 
a rogue, or who was more quick to see 
that the rogue was at war with the spirit- 
ual constitution of things. He seems to 
have learned his morality in a practical 
way. All his early slips from the straight 
line of ote were but experiments, from 
which he drew lessons in moral wisdom. 
If he happened occasionally to lapse into 





vice, he made the experience of vice a new 
fortress to defend his virtue ; and he came 
out of the temptations of youth and mid- 
dle age with a character generally recog- 
nized as one of singular solidity, serenity, 
and benignity. His intellect, in the beau- 
tiful harmony of its faculties, his con- 
science, in the instinctive sureness of its 
perception of the relations of duties, and 
his heart, in its subordination of male- 
volent to beneficent emotions—all showed 
how diligent he had been in the austere 
self-culture which eventually raised him 
to the first rank amorg the men of his 
time. Simplicity was the fine result of the 
complexities which entered into his mind 
and character. He was a man who never 
used words except to express positive 
thoughts or emotions, and was never 
tempted to misuse them for the purposes of 
declamation. He kept his style always on 
the level of his character. In announcing 
his scientific discoveries, as in his most 
private letters, he is ever simple. In 
breadth of mind he is probably the most 
eminent man that our country has pro- 
duced ; for while he was the greatest dip- 
lomatist, and one of the greatest statesmen 
and patriots of the United States, he was 
also a discoverer in science, a benignant 
philanthropist, and a master in that rare 
art of so associating words with things 
that they appeared identical. 


TRAIN THE YOUNG CON- 
VERTS. 
{From The Religious Herald, Richmond, Va.] 


Yo great religious awakening will re- 
sult in much good to our churches. 
But if it is to become the blessing that it 
ought to be, there is one thing that re- 

uires earnest and immediate attention. 

tis: The training of these new converts for 
usefulness as Christians By proper atten- 
tion and effort, all of these thousands who 
have come, and who are still coming into 
the churches—that is, all the genuine con- 
verts may be made efficient workers in 
the kingdom of Christ. On the other 
hand, if little or no attention is given to 
training them, a fearful majority of them 
will be practically lost to the work of the 
churches. Their coming into the churches 
will bring no influence, no power for good, 
no impetus to gospel work. 

A great responsibility, in regard to this 
matter, rests upon pastors, and upon old 
and experienced members of churches, 
whose position and spiritual attainments 
fit them for influencing and guiding the 
new converts that come among them. This 
responsibility can be met only by going 
earnestly, prayerfully, immediately, and 
persistently to work, by all suitable and 
available means, to make a useful Chris- 
tian of every person received into the 
churches, whether that person be male or 
female, old or young, rich or poor, igno- 
rant or learned, bright or dull, and whether 
his character before his conversion was 
good or bad. Every r generated person 
can be made useful ina church. To labor 
for the conversion of sinners is but half 
of the duty of pastors and churches. These 
sinners, when converted and brought into 
the churches, must be trained and in- 
structed and fitted for gospel work. 

If the work of training converts is to be 
successfully prosecuted, it must begin as 
soon as they are received into the churches, 
It must begin while their hearts are warm 
and tender, while their love for the Saviour 
is new and the precious sense of the for- 
giveness of sin is fresh. It must be com- 
menced before they begin to grow cold, 
and to form habits of indifference and 
neglect of duty. When they first give 
their hearts to Christ they are zealous and 
humble, they feel deeply their obligation 
to serve their Redeemer, and are ready to 
do anything that their pastors and in- 
structors may show them tobe duty. Ex- 
perience shows that it is easy to take 
Christians at this stage of their spiritual 
life and train them for usefulness, while 
it is very hard, if not impossible, to make 
efficient church members of persoas who 
have passed through this period without 
training. They become confirmed in in- 
activity and in the opinion that there is 
little, if anything, that they can do. 


“TNCREASE OUR FAITH.” 
[From The, Interior.) 


HIS is the one instance in which the 
I apostles asked for a purely spiritual 
blessing. It is the broadest prayer that 
could be offered. It includes everything 
else. It is so related to other graces that 


praying for it, is praying that the gate 
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February 19, 1876.] 








may be opened that brings all blessings 
around us. . . . How remarkably the 
apostle’s prayer was answered. If there 
was ever a company of people who started 
in a great work with little faith, it was the 
apostles. If ever a company of people 
whose faith afterward blazed like tongues 
of flame on their brows, and made them 
irresistible, it was those same men. Their 
faith had increased. And that made 
them mighty to the pulling down of 
strongholds, And so ever, God’s Word to 
the church has been this: ‘‘ According to 
your faith, be it unto you.” From Joshua, 
girdling Jericho with the sound of trum- 
pets, David meeting Goliath with a sling, 
the apostles Christianizing the Mediter- 
ranean coasts with the message of the 
gospel, the Reformers preaching faith till 
half the dominions of the Papacy were 
rent from her, Whitefield, and, Wesley, and 
Knox, down to the great evangelistic 
movements of the present day, God does 
for his people according to their faith in 
him, What hinders the church possessing 
all lands for Christ during this century? 
What but a lack of faith, faith in the 
gospel, faith in God. Compare our ad- 
vantages for reaching people with those 
of the apostles, and then measure the 
difference? If their faith fired our hearts, 
the church would thunder at the gates of 
Mohammedanism, R>manism, and Hea- 
thenism in a way that would level their 
walis in a single generation. 

If the movements of these latter days 
can teach us anything it surely is this, 
that there is a secret of power over men 
which does not come from the schools, for 
the explanation of which we must 
deeper than plans and methods, and human 
agencies, which has an explanation only 
iu the recumbency of faith that falls 
prone upon the promises. We have 
learned that a pebble which God shall 
direct—an humble word whose flight he 
shall determine, may be better than all 
the panoply of science, logic, or eloquence. 
When the discouragements which come 
from the opposition or indifference of the 
world seem too much for human courage, 
instead of throwing up intrenchments, let 
us look to God for increase of faith, and 
then eos pebbles from the river of 
God, honor the truth by a believing ad- 
vance. For we fight the Christian battle 
not by calculation, or counting resources, 
but by faith in God. He that believeth 
hath the victory. 


MR. SANKEY’S SINGING, 


{From The Moravian. ] 


R. SANKEY is a happy, whole-souled 

man in private intercourse. There 
is no affectation about him. He neither 
seems to overestimate nor to undervalue 
the gift which thrills the multitudes. He 
seems to hold it as a trust from the Lord 
and thus to be spared all strain of mind 
in regard to it. Heisa man of cheerful 
face, robust frame, modest in his manner, 
and hearty in the grasp of his hand. 

Of his singing we can say very little 
from an artistic point of view; perhaps 
there is not much to be said. He has a 
very clear, and remarkably strong voice. 
It is very full in the upper notes, and we 
frequently hear it amid the singing of the 
large choir. He so plays the melodeon 
that it blends with his voice and supports 
it and completes its notes. The melodeon 
and the singer are one, and the blended 
sounds make one impression on the ear, 

But when we listen to Mr. Sankey, we 
do not think of the artistic singer, but 
rather of the preacher in songs. His notes 
do not strike us, his words are what fall on 
ourears') With him the word is every- 
thing. He pronounces so carefully that 
the words of his singing may go into the 
farthest recesses of the great Depot-hall, 
and if his words have been felt, he seems 
amply satisfied. It is an unprecedented 
thing to have a singer introduce his music 
as he does. He carefully reads the text 
on which the song is based. Sometimes 
he briefly expounds it. Occasionally he 
gives a touching incident of conversion 
connected with what he is about to sing, 
or prays briefly that the singing may now 
be so blessed. When a change in the 
words strikes him as being suitable, he in- 
troduces it ; when he wants a word to tell, 
he dwells upon it, even though the nota- 
tion may not correspond with his singing. 
By having the choir, and often the con- 
gregation rise, and join in the chorus he 
endeavors to make the hearers themselves 
performers and unite them with himself 
in the act.of worship, 

Thus sung, the words have wonderful 





power. Men untouched by anything that ! 
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Mr. Moody has said break down under the 


song question: “‘Oh what shall the har- 
vest be?” They feel that they cannot face 
the awful reaping of what they have been 
sowing, and they go into the inquiry- 
rooms to learn how they may see better 
things. One evening as we sat behind 
nine or ten thousand people, the words of 
the hymn were distinctly borne to us over 
the heads of this multitude : 


“No room, no room!”’ 
O woeful cry, ‘‘ No room!” 


and we felt as we have seldom done, that 
the day is indeed coming when “the door 
will be shut.” As the song, “ Scatter seeds 
of kindness,” is being sung, we watch the 
faces before us, and when the words—of 
last opportunity in behalf of dear ones re- 
memel from our neglects and unkindnesses 
by the hand of death—sound out, we are 
startled to see how the arrow goes home. 
These are but instances of the general 
power of Mr. Sankey’s singing. Scarcely 
a day passes without a letter or a conver- 
sation which records a conversion through 
the same song word, made sharp by the 
Spirit, in the heart of the king’s enemies. 
. . « Weregard Mr. Sankey as God’s in- 
strument in spreading abroad among the 
people, as never before, correct ideas about 
sacred song. So mapy have been im- 
pressed by him that the churches must feel 
the coming of a new time of praise. The 
tune will be less regarded, and the words 
more, Congregations will demand of their 
choirs that they sing for the glory of God. 
Hitherto the devil has succeeded in driv- 
ing a bargain with God’s people in many 
places. He gives them the pulpit for gos- 
pel purposes and takes the choir for his 
own. In the pulpit he allows Christ to be 
preached, but the choir he makes the scene 
of the exercise of unsanctified talent, of 
spiteful rivalries, and of worldly indiffer- 
ence. And when he has the singing end 
of the church he has the best of the bar- 
gain. But the success of this sweet psalm- 
ist of latter days will so open men’s 
minds to the giory of siuging for Jesus, 
that congregations will expect the pulpit 
and the choir together to glorify God, in 
leading his worship. 


INSURANCE. 


THE PENN MUTUAL 


LIFE INSURANCE C0., OF PHILADELPHIA, 
ASSETS ACCUMULATED, $5,504,329.24. 

The Penn is a purely Mutual Company. All of its 
surplus premiums are returned to the members 
every _ thus furnishing insurance at the lowest 
possible rates. All policies non-forfeitable for their 
value. Endowment policies issued at life rates. 
Agents Wanted. Apply to H. 8. STEPHENS, Vice- 
President, 921 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa, 
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LENS FALLS 


INSURANCE CO., 
LENS FALLS, N. Y. 


26th Annual Stateme#it, Jan. 1, 1876. 
Cash Capital. . e e + 8200,00° 00 


Rein«nrance Reterves, . 297,237.06 
All other Liabilities, . ° 17,916.07 
Undivid-+d Profits, . e 230,751.79 


Cash Assets, e ° e e 745,904.98 
Book Walue of Stocks 215 per Ceatam. 


Its policies cover damage to dwellings from light- 
ning whether fire ensues or not. 
SUCCESSFU L——RELIABLE. 


R. M. Litter, Pres’t. G. B. GREENSLET, Ass’t. Sec’y. 
J. L. CUNNINGHAM, Sec’y. 





1825. 1876. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 


FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA. 
INCORPORATED 1825. 

Capital, $400,000,00. - - Assets, $1,559,853.76. 


JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 
WM. G, CROWELL, Secretary. 


$15 SHOT GUN 


A double barrel gun, bar or front action locks; 
warranted genuine twist barrels, and a good shooter, 
OB NO SALE ; With Flask, Pouch and Wad-cutter. for 
815. Can be sent 0. O. B. with privilege to exami 
before paying bill. Send stamp for circular to 
POWELL & SON, 238 Main Street, Cincinnati, O. 


WORK AND MINE Our new method of in- 

» troducing the Home Guen 
carries everything before it. Our premiums beat the 
world. Don't be idle a day. Particulars®free. Sam- 
ple of paper superbly illustrated with choice Moss- 
rose Cross, 10 Cents. J. LATHAM & CO., 419 Wash- 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


~NEW SUNDAY-SCHOOL CLASS BOOK. 


A Class Book having room for names of 25 scholars. 
On anew plan. In board covers.- Can be used for 
one or three years. Cheapest out. $1.50 per doz. 
W. F. CRUMMER, Galena, Ills. 


lo To (oan 


All Sabbath-School workers are desirous of securing 
a copy of 


“The Teacher’s Bible,” 


OF WHICH 

THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES SAYS: 

“THE TEACHER'S BIBLE is a choice edition 
of deserved and growing popularity. It is similar 
to the best edition of Bagster’s with advantages 
over that. The ‘TEACHER'S’ is by many deemed 
such an improvement on the Bagster, that more 
than one skilled worker has laid aside the latter, 
after a fair trial of its merits, to substitute for it the 
Teacher’s Bible, and is renewedly convinced, day 
by day, that the exchange was a wise one.”’ 








THE 


Illustrated Christian Weekly, 


Isa large 12-page paper, filled with choice reading 
and beautiful illustrations, containing, weekly, 
earefully prepared notes on the Sunday-school 
Lessons, and is published at the low price of 


Two Dollars and Fifty Cents 


A YEAR, POSTPAID. 


We offer this paper and “ THE TkacHER’s BIBLE,” 
upon the following terms: 


new subscribers, sent us with the money ($15) 
will entitle the sender to one of the Teach- 
er’s Bible, in Nonpareil or Minion type, bound 
in morocco, limp sides. 

neéw subscribers, sent us with the oy | (820) 
will entitle the sender to one copy of the Teach- 
er’s Bible, tape pees edition, bound in mor- 
occo, limp or , ete, 

new subscribers, sent us with the money ($25) 
will entitle the sender to one copy of the Teach- 
er’s Bible, bound in Levant, limp sides. 


new subscribers, sent us with the bag | ($30) 

| will entitle the sender to one copy of the Teach- 

ay js te in Nonpareil or Minion type, Levant, 
ned. 


new subscribers, sent us with the money ($37.50) 

will entitle the sender to one erpy of the large 

int edition of the Teacher's Bible, Levant, kid- 
ined, protecting edges, pockets, etc. 


$$$ $$$ ——______ 


Circulars descriptive of these Bibles and sampl, 
pages sent free. Bibles delivered without extra 
charge at any of our agencies, or sent by express 
when desired. 


Specimen copies of the ILLUSTRATED CHRISTIAN 
WEEKLY free on application. 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 


No. 150 Nassau St., New York, or 
No. 1512 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


THE BEST 


SCHOOL MUSIC BOOKS. 


HIGH SCHOOL CHOIR. 


An admirably arranged book for Academies, Sem- 
inaries, and yy Schools. Songs in two, three, and 
four parts. $1.00. 


CHOICE TRIOS. 
For three Female voices. Full of the best of fine 
music for Seminaries. $100. 
AMERICAN SCHOOL MUSIC READERS. 


In three books, 35 cents, 50 cents, and 50 cents. Fine 
graded course for Primary and Grammar Schools. 
All the peecotiogs works are compilations of those 
thorough teachers and composers, L. O. Emerson 
and W.S. Tilden. 
CHEERFUL VOICES. 

A very popular collection of School Songs. 50 cts. 

NATIONAL HYMN AND TUNE BOOK. 


(40 cents.) Contains the best collection of Sacred 
Music extant for opening and closing schools. 

We also call attention to those excellent collec- 
tions of School Songs: “‘ Merry Chimes,” “Golden 
Wreath,” “ Nightingale,” and “ Golden Robin,” each 
50 cents; to “ Deems’ Solfeggios,” “ Panseron’s A B 
C,” Perkin’s “ Orphean.” “ Hour of Singing,” all for 
the higher schools, Mason's great Music Charts, $8.00, 
and Dr. Streeter’s treatise on “ Primary Elements,” 
60 cents, 

All books sent by mail, post-free, for retail price. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO. 
BOSTON. 


Cc. H. Ditson & Co., |\J. E. Ditson & Co., 
Tit BROADWAY, SUCCESSORS TO LEE & WALKER, 





ington Street, Boston, Mass. 


New York. Philadelphia. 


(lim IsTIAN AT WORK 
T. De Witt Talmage, Editor, 


Offers Inducements to Agents, Subscribers, and 
Readers Never Before Presented, 
EDITORIALS 
EVERY WEEK BY DR. TALMAGE. 
SERMONS 
EVERY WEEK BY DR. TALMAGE. 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS 
EXPLAINED EVERY WEEK BY DR. TALMAGE., 
“A GOOD YEAR,” 


A NEW SERIAL by Dr. BAKER, of Boston, who says: 
* Picase God, it shall be the best stury I have ever written. 


Agonts Wanted 
FOR EVERY TOWN IN 
The United States and Canada, ' 


to whom such inducements will be offered that they 
are sure to drop everything else and go to work for 


THE CHRISTIAN AT WORK, 
TERMS :—$5 per year, in advance. 


B. R. CORWIN, Publisher, | 


102 Chambers Street, New York. ] 
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SONGS FORTHE 2ANCTUARy 
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ee rae SPATUALe 
~ CHAPEL SONGS 27” 


Yor THE SOCIAL MEETING & FAMILY. ‘ 


: speeliten page jermaac. address the OT 
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ew York 


, Chicago & New Orleana, 


(Rewa OF LET 


For Sunday Schools. 
By W. A. Oepes, author of New Bilver 
over 500,000 have been sold. Nearly every spec 
examined brings an order forasupply. $3.60 
Specimen copy, 35 cts. Specimen pages 


Ki NG of Day-School and Ju- 
venile Singing Books. 
** Just what we have long wanted,’’ is the praise from 


every direction. $5 per dozen. Ask your bookseller for it, 
or send 50 cts. for sample copy. B@ Specimen pages free. 


NTHEM CHOI 


The most popular work extant for open- 
ing and closing choir service, also con- 
vention use. $10.50 per doz. Sample 


copy $1. B@™ Specimen pages free. 


W.W. WHITNEY, TOLEDO, O. 


Buy the | Best! ! 
BIGLOW & MAIN'S PUBLICATIONS 


— FOR— 


Sunday Schools, Prayer Meetings 
and Devotional Exercises, 


ARE USED MORE THAN ANY OTHERS BY 
CHURCHES AND SUNDAY SCHOOLS 
THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY. 


"Brightest and Best” 's.2, Sots 





of which 
en copy 
t dozen, 
ee to all, 


‘ ry pular authors of 

JRE GOLD” and “ROYAL DIADEM.” 

It has already been adopted with great satisfac- 
tion by over 2,500 Sunday Schools, 

Price, in Boards, 35 cents; $30 per 100 Copies. 


4 4 }} 224 pages, comprising the 
00 0 false best pieces selected trom 

1 all the Sunday School 

: Song Books of the day, 
besides many new ones—a valuable collection. 


Price, 50 cents; $40 per 100 Copies. 


The “Moody and Sankey Song Book” 


is now used everywhere. 
have it. 


Price, in Boards, $80 per 100 copies; by mail, 5 cts. 


Every family should 





GR Either Book sent by mail on reeeist of price. 
BIGLOW & MAIN, Publishers, 





76 East Ninth Street, New York. 
91 Washington Street, Chicago, 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


ENLARGED! IMPROVED! 


“ti CHICAGO AACR 


Prof. DAVID SWING, Editor. 


This paper which is excitin 
at present, contains ene of Pro 
sermons in every number; a most exhaustive col- 
lection of literary, scientific news and miscellane- 
ous matter,and a full collection of fresh and valuable 
editorials. It has also recently been adopted as the 
Official Organ of the Sunday-schools of the North- 
west, and isthe orly paperin which full and authen- 
tic Sunday school announcements,news, and reports 
for the Northwest can be found Among the list 
of contributors and correspondents to THE ALLI 
ANCE may be found many of the leading minds of 
this country. It is “ Christian, but not Sectarian ; 
Orthodox, hut not Bigoted.” Notice a few of the 
many opinions 

“TI like the ALLIANCE exceedingly 
and Christian. One of Prof. Swing's sermons is 
worth its yearly subscription.”—Joha G. Whutier 

“ Prof. Swing’s paper, the ALLIANCE, appears this 
week in new form, a folio of the same size as The 
Nation. A change of style in subject matter is also 
announced, the columns to be open more than 
her-tofore to literary and scientific papers either 
from the edit» im-chief or from contributors. The 
paper has a fresh and interesting appearance, and 
¢ ompares well with the best re ligious weeklies.” 
N.Y. drone. 

It is octavo in form, and contains 48 columns, 
Price, including postage, $2.00 a year. We seek the 
acquaintance of the lovers of good reading, and in- 
vite them to address, 


H. L. ENSIGN, Business Manager, Chicago, Iilinois. 


AGENTS WANTED. 
LIBRARIANS. 
e will enable 


you to save time, labor, and loss of manybooks, as nu- 
merous testimonials show. Send for ournew circular 


GARRIGUES BROS., PHIL’A., PA. 


SUPERINTENDENTS. 


THE LABOR OF LOVE. 


A Gospel Monthly, finely {llustrated, is just the thin 
for your schools, 18 cents a year, postage paid, 
per copy—for 10 or more copies to one address. 


THE FOOD FUR THE LAMBS, 


Published four times each month, each number 
has four beautiful pages well illustrated for the 
va little fellows. 

cents per copy, postage paid, for 10 or more 
copies to one address. 


BACK NUMBERS. 


The Labor of Love. 
No date, fresh and nice, postage paid, $1.25 per 
hundred. 

The Food for the Lambs. 
Back numbers, no date, 50 cents per 100. 
Address the Publisher, 

EDWIN A. WILSON, Springfield, Ills. 
SPECIMEN COPY FREE. 


EVERY INCH A KING 


A Story Illustrating the Reigns of Da- 
vid and Solomon, Kings of Israel. 


BY CELIA E, GARDNER. 
SIX ILLUSTRATIONS. 12mo. $1.60 


This narrative is intended to prseent a vivid 
picture of the times of David and Solomon, and 
is designed more particularly as an accompani- 
menttothe International Sunday-School 
Lessons for 1876. Every child and every 
youth, and every man and every woman, should 
read it. Now ready. 


NELSON & PHILLIPS, Pablishers, 
805 Broadway, New York. 


80 much attention 
Swing’s celebrated 


It is lively 


RAY’S 


NEW 


SABBATH SCHOOL BOOKS 


PUBLISHED BY THE 


Presbyterian Board of Publication, 


(334 CHESTNUT ST., PHILADA. 


DEACON GIBERW EWEWY. A Capital Tem- 
prance Story. By Mrs. A. K. Dunning. I6mo. 
rice $1.25. 

WeoRD PICTURES. 

$2.10. 

ALICE DUNBAR. A Story of the Times of 

John Knox. Price 60 cents, 

MR WARNER+S’ HOUSEHOLD, 

cents. 

THE DAWN OF LIGHT 

Zenana Mission. Price 65 cents. 

THE P#DDLER OF LA GRANGE. 

Martha Farquharson. Price 55 cents. 


Six Books in a Box. 


Price 55 
A Story of the 


By 


Please address orders to 


JOHN A. BLACK, 
Business Superintendent. 
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AGENTS WANTED. 















EXCELSIOR You 
Will be delight- 
Carpet Stretcher ed with it. For 
AKD sale —— Hard- 
ware, Furniture 
TACK HAMMER and Carpet deal- 
COMBINED. ers, or sent post- 
The only device ever pes o receipt 

invented that will lay of $1.2. 


Carpets successfully. Send & got one now. 


No more backaches ! 


Saves time, temper, and labor. 
AGENTS 


- 
WANTED. “ 


Send for Circulars. 







Address, 
Excel. Mfg. Oo. 
151 Mich. Av’e, 
Chicago, ls. 


INE BRISTOL VISITING CARDS. 
25, with your name beautifully printed, 
sent by return mail, on receipt of 10 cts. and 
3 cent ——. I have 70 kinds of cards, a 
list of which, with samples, of 65 styles of 
printing and agents’ price list, will be sent 
with each new order; and I make the above 
offer, as I wish to introduce my cards into 
every family. 5 packs, 5 names, to one address 
for 50 cts. You will want more when you get 
the first lot. “‘More than pleased,’’ “ Never 
was so well suited before,” are almost unani- 
mous expressions. I employ expert and skillful 
printers, and furnish the best of work, and printed 
nearly one million cards in Dec. 1875. Write name, 
town, and state plainly. Address W.C. CANNON, 
30 Kneeland Street, Boston, Mass. 





AGENTS WANTED FOR THE 


ENTENNIAL 
HISTORY oF the U. S. 


The great interest in the thrilling history of our 
country makes this the fastest selling book ever pub- 
lished. It containsa full account of the Grand Cen- 
tennial Exhibition. 

CAUTION.—Old, Incomplete, and Unreliable 
Works are being circulated; see that the book you 
buy contains 442 Fine Engravings, and 925 


pages. 
Send for circulars and extra terms to Agents. Ad- 
dress, National Publishing Co., Philadelphia, Pa. 


AGENTS [w3, GRAND NEW BOOK. 


PRESENT CONFLICT, 


of SCIENCE with RELIGION; or, 
MODERN SKEPTICISM MET on its OWN GROUND. 


The dest theme and_ most vital question of the 
day. vee author of “SCIENCE AND THE BIBLE. 

woman, = child wants to read it. It 

~ the the Christian a reason for his faith, proves 

@ wonderful discoveries of Science in harmony 

with God's Word, disproves the Tyndall assertions, 

and destroys the Darwin thi It sells beyond 


all expectation First agent sol: 38, second 17. 
First 


25 first week. agent 81 second week. Every- 
body buysit. Avoid the sensational trash advertised 
h Bag SE = ee aa Seen SS Se 

the people need and want 


it Send for Lo +t terms to ts. P.W. 
ZIEGLER & OO. S18 Arch St. Philsdeiphia: Ps. 


IMMENSE SUCCESS!! 





40,000 of the Genuine 


LIVINGSTONE: 





already sold. demand increasing. Full of thrilling 
interest and spirited illustrations, the millions ore 
eager to get it, and more good agents are needed a 
once. Profits are spiendid. For pa particulars py sob 
HUBBARD BROS.. Publishers, 723 Sansom Street, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 





NEW BOOK FOR THE 1,900,000 
UR WESTERN BORDER 
ne Hundred Years Ago. 

A Graphic History of the Heroic Epoch of Ameri- 
can Border Life. Its thrilling conflicts of Red and 
White foes Exciting Adventures, Captivities, For- 
ays, Scouts, Pioneer women and boys. Indian war- 
mse Camp life and Sports. A book for Old and 

oung. Nota dull page. No competition. Enor- 
mous sales. Agents want. over ywhere, Circulars 
free. Address, J. C. McC 0., 26 S. Seventh 
Street, Philadelphia, Jeunes. 


DO GOOD! DO GOOD! DO GOOD! 
Agents Wanted for our new Authentic Book on 


MOODY & SANKEY, 
And their Work on both Sides of the Sea. 
Here is a chance to make money and do great good. 
Send for circulars and see what eminent ecreee 
say of it. unauthorized com Sell 
none but the Genuine Edition. Address, 
AMERICAN PUBLISHING COMPANY, Hartford, Conn., 
or, 18 Randolph Street, Chicago, Ilis. 
per day at home. Samples worth $1 


8) to $20 ree. STINSON & Co., Portland, Me. 





A Week to Agents, Old and Young, Male 
and Female, in their locality. Terms and 
OUTFIT FREE. Address, P. O. VICKERY & CO., 


Augusta, Maine. 

1000 AGENTS WANTED for a New Religious 
Work popular with all denominations, Posi- 

tively the very best chance of the year for first-class 

agents. For circulars address, Hi. S. Saotngces 

& Co., 14 —T a St... New York 


$1) is 


Agents Wanted. Outfit and 
TRUE & CO,, Augusta, Me, 


a day at home. 
terms free. 


LPrbresry 19, 1876. 





Ew PUBLICATIONS. 


BOOK 
HBxXOnRANGE 
MONTHLY, 


ps aaphear fe? ear. New, old, rare, curious, valu- 
able and eap books supplied and wanted. 
rxchanged, sold or loaned to all parts of the United 
States. American Book Exchange, 109 Ful- 
ton Street, New York. P. O. Box, 4540. JOHN B. 


ALDEN, Manager. 
Prize Picture sent free! An 
THE TOLL-GATE | ingenious gem ! 50 objects 
to find. Address, with stamp, BK. ©. ABBry, 
lo, New York 


CHURCH ORGANS. 





(Established 1846.] 


J. ESTEY & CO. 


Brattleboro, wt. 
er Send for Milustrated Catalogue. 


PHILADELPHIA WAREROOMS 
FOR THE SALE OF 
ESTEY COTTAGE ORGANS & ARION PIANOS, 


1308 CHESTNUT STREET. 
E. M. BRUCE & co. 


DRY Gouns. 


ETC. 


PRICE & WOOD 


SPECIALTIES 


White Goods, Hamburg Edgings, 


Flouncings and Insertings. 
RUFFLINGS, PUFFINGS & TUCKINGS, 
Ladies & Gents’ Linen Handkerchiefs 


BELOW REGULAR PRICES. 


BARGAINS IN ™24sRewaiAr™= 
*°” or DRESS GOODS. 
Sheeting and Shirting Muslins at 
the very Lowest Prices. 


N. W. Cor. 8th & Filbert Sts. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


= to Greatly onenevatie 
£3 RATTS lined leather ends. No 
SS’ friction. For real 


IN OLE AN 


= the best and 


cheapest Brace made, 


merit, 


PASE’ NT Gives health and 

: ; i jae Vigor to the system by 
eas © mn + heal ew — reserving an erect form, 
Boia by the trade and Cleve. 


land Shoulder Brace Co. 
Cleveland, Ohio. Send $1.50 
and chest measure. 


: b 
.B RAS ERO 
B@ Ask for Pratt's 


ROBERT PATON & SON, 


Manufacturers of 


Church an Sool Furniture 











New With 
Style of Adjustable 
Superinten- Top. 
dent’s A Great 
Desk. Favorite. 
SETTEES, BLACK BOARDS, ETC., 


No. 26 Grove Street, New York. 


N. B.—Our Patent Reversible Settees are acknowl- 
edged favorites. Bleecker Street and Eighth Ave. 
cars pass within one block of the door. 

4@-Send stamp for C vatalogue. 

WINNING WORDS—A Sunday-school ‘Paper 
for the young—grows in favor each year. Pub- 
lished monthly and semi-monthly. Send for a spe- 
cimen before an vhs Sunday-school Paper 

for 1876. FRED MARTIEN, 
1 S. Seventh Street, Phila, 








_ PUBLISHER'S DEPARTMENT. 


TERMS. OF. SUBSCRIPTION 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.) 





THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


From 1 to 14 copies, - - - 82.15 each. 
“ 15 to 29 ad ==. 1.90 o 
30 copies and upwards, - 1.65 ™ 


To Pastors and Superintendents, who at the time 
of making their subscription, state that they are 
such, $1.65 each. 


(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 


oe 


THE SUPERINTENDENT'S PAPER § .60. 


This paper is designed to supply superintendents 
with helps,in the line of their special work, t 
which teachers and scholars have not access. It is 
published monthly, and will be sent, on receipt of 
its price, only to subscribers of Tuk SUNDAY SCHOOL 
TIMES Who are pastors or superintendents, and who, 
when ordering it, state that they are such. 


If a superintendent, who is a subscriber of THE 
TIMEs, desires the help of THE SUPERINTENDENT'S 
Paper, for any member of his school—for example, 
an assistant superintendent or infant-class teacher 
—he can multiply copies of the PAPER accordingly, 
to his own address, on payment of the subscription 
price; provided that such extra PAPERS go only to 
subscribers of THE TIMEs. 


Orders for this PAPER can be filled, only when com- 
ing direct from superintendents or pastors who are sub- 
scribers of THE TIMES. 


rr 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 


100 Copies, one month, - . $ 60 
100 one year, - : 7.20 
Less than 100 copies at same rate. 


“ 


THE SCHOLAR’S QUARTERLY, 


100 Copies, three monihs, - - $ 5.00 
100 ad one year, - - - = 20.00 
Less than 100 copies at same rate, 


ee 


Subscriptions will be received for any portion of 
a year at yearly rates. 

Additions may be made to aclub at club rates, 
only during the month in which it is formed. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a 
paper changed should be careful to name not only 
the post-office to which they wish it sent, but also 
the one to which it has been sent. All addresses 
should include both county and state. 

Any person writing to renew either a single or 
club subscription,in connection with which his 
name has not before been known to the publishers, 
will please give the name of the person to whom 
the paper or papers have heretofore been sent. 

Subscribers wishing to introduce THE TIMEs to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address. 


Now that the date of expiration is plainly printed on 
the yellow address labet of each paper or package of 
papers, it wil! be necessary for all subscribers to renew 
promptly by the time thus designated or their paper will 
be discontinued. 


a —————— 


ADVERTISING RATES. 


Ordinary Advertisements: Per line (12 lines 


to an inch), for each insertion, . - 25 Cts. 
Special Notices: Per line (as above), - 30 Cts. 
Reading Matter: Per line (leaded), - - 60 Cts. 


DISCOUNTS on the above rates as follows: 


5 per cent. on 4 insertions. 


10 8 
i 13 
20 . 26 
2 S  e 


aa-Copy for Advertisements must be on hand by 
Saturday of the week preceding their issue. 





Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- 
ments should be addressed to 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 
Business Manager, 


610 CHESTNUT ST., 
PHILADELPHIA. 





The 
Teachers’ Reading Room, 
M,C. A. Building. 


New York Orrice is at the Sunday School 
304 Fourth Avenue, Y, 


E. P, WALLING, Agent. 








